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ANNUAL  REPORT 


—OF  THE" — 


SELECTMEN  OF  SHIRLEY 


-TOGEHER  WITH  A- 


Report  of  the  Treasurer,  Assessors,  Overseers  of  the  Poor, 
Fire  Department,  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library, 
Auditors,  Items  from  the  Town  Clerk's 
Book,  and  Town  Warrant, 

— ALSi     I'd  - 

mm.  REPORT  OF  THE  SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

—for  inur— 
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WILLIAM  M.  SARGENT,  PRINTER. 
1886.    '  ■ 


(  ANNUAL  REPORT 

 OF  THE  

Receipts  and  Expenditures 

 OF  THE  

TOWN  OF  SHIRLEY 

WITH  OTHER 

STATISTICAL  MATTER, 

FOR  THE  YEAR  ENDING  MARCH  1,  1896. 


AYEK,  MASS.  : 
WILLIAM  M.  SARGENT,  PRINTER. 
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Town  Officers  for  the  Year  1895=96. 


Town  Clerk, 
Jonas  Loti'gley. 

Selectmen, 

G.  M.  Ballou,  Stillman  P.  Holden,  Henry  M.  Holden. 

Treasurer, 
Henry  Edgarton. 

Assessors, 

Melvin  W.  Longley,    B.  S.  Binney,     Thos.  L.  Hazen. 

School  Committee, 
Henry  Edgarton,         N.  J.  Rowell,  F.  L.  Keith. 

Auditors, 
E.  L.  White,  J.  W.  Thacher. 

Trustees  of  Public  Library, 

W.  H.  Wilbur,  M.  M.  Nickless,  M.  J.  Conant, 
N.  J.  Rowell,  M.  J.  Hazen,  F.  L.  Kieth. 

Tax  Collector, 
S.  B.  Scott. 


ANNUAL  REPORTS. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SELECTMEN. 

Shirley,  Mass.,  March  1,  1896. 

To  the  Voters  of  the  Town  of  Shirley : 

Gentlemen:  The  Selectmen  hereby  submit  the  fol- 
lowing report  of  their  work  for  the  year  which  ends 
March  1,  1896: 


Estimates  for  the  Year  1896=7. 


Salaries, 

$500 

00 

Incidentals, 

500 

00 

Schools, 

$2200 

00 

School  supplies. 

150 

00 

Transportation, 

100 

00 

Superintendent, 

200 

00 

Tuition, 

150 

00 

Highways, 

$800 

00 

Bridges, 

100 

00 

Railings, 

100 

00 

Marking  trees, 

$1000  00 


2800  00 


1000  00 
10  00 
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Fire  Department, 

Interest, 

Library, 

Cemetery, 

Memorial, 

Poor, 


$250  00 
375  00 
200  00 
25  00 
25  00 
2200  00 


$7885  00 


Town  Incidentals. 


Appropriation,  $500  00 

J.  C.  Ayers,  election  officer,  $3  00 

Edward  Richardson,  election  officer,  6  00 

J.  A.  Hume,  election  officer,  3  00 

J.  H.  Logue,  election  officer,  6  00 

Michael  F.  Day,  election  officer,  3  00 

Huntley  S.  Turner,  printing,  102  05 

W.  H.  Wilbur,  agent,  express,  50 

Homer  Wilson,  damages,  25  00 

L.  L.  Warren,  election  officer,  6  00 

J.  F.  Brown,  sexton,  34  25 
Estate  of  Gilbert  Cook,  watering 

trough,  9  00 

S.  B.  Scott,  inspector  of  cattle,  80  10 

G.  W.  Southworth,  printing,  75 

C.  E.  Young,  election  officer,  3  00 

C.  H.  Andrews,  3  00 

J.  F.  Brown,  lettering  monument,  5  00 

Wm.  M.  Sargent,  printing,  4  00 

P.  B.  Murphy,  supplies,  2  40 
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A.  W.  Brownell,  assessors'  books, 
M.  W.  Longley,  express, 

R.  W.  Savage,  watering  trough, 
Conant  Bros.  &  Co.,  supplies, 
H.  E.  Lawrence,  watering  trough, 
W.  H.  Wilbur,  typewriting, 

G.  M.  Ballou,  sundries, 
Thos.  L.  Hazen,  express, 

B.  S.  Binney,  express, 
S.  R.  H olden,  sexton, 

Jonas  Longley,  express  and  postage, 
Geo.  Farns worth,  election  officer, 

D.  C.  Parsons,  election  officer, 
Mail  Pub.  Co.,  printing, 

J.  P.  Hazen,  rent  of  dump  land,  ^ 
T.  K.  Fiske,  watering  trough, 
Samuel  Farnsworh,  wood,  town  house 
R.  M.  Priest,  painting, 
National  Bank,  Ayer,  interest  on  loan, 

H.  C.  Sherwin,  fines, 

John  H.  Nickless,  election  officer, 

Henry  Edgarton,  postage,  express,  etc., 

Wm.  Park,  dog  warrants, 

H.  S.  Hazen,  election  officer, 

Jonas  Longley,  recording  deaths,  etc., 

E.  L.  White,  wood,  town  house, 

W.  Wright  &  Son,,  repairs  town  map, 

A.  F.  Fernald,  returning  births, 

S.  P.  Holden,  care  of  hall, 

S  P.  Holden,  postage,  etc., 

J.  W.  Farrar,  supplies,  town  house, 


$5 

95 

35 

3 

00 

35 

3 

00 

2 

00 

5 

13 

75 

75 

35 

50 

2 

33 

6 

00 

3 

00 

3 

30 

5 

00 

3 

00 

2 

50 

1 

87 

31 

55 

5 

90 

3 

00 

6 

10 

3 

5C 

5 

23 

20 

3 

50 

25 

1 

50 

8 

00 

54 

3 

11 

$474  98 


Poor. 

Appropriation,  $1750  00 

AID  TO  LEVI  BLOOD. 

B.  H.  Hartwell,  M.  D.,  $3  00 

Mary  L.  Newman,  47  25 

S.  P.  Holden,                                           20  S~o.&<> 

  4fct5=> 

AID  TO  MRS.  ANDREWS.  ^ 

Town  of  Harvard,  #37  28 

AID  TO  JOHN  FLETCHER. 

Town  of  Harvard,  '     123  70 

AID  TO  BENJAMIN  FARMER. 

Town  of  Harvard,  "     159  73 

AID  TO   MRS.  HARTWELL. 

Town  of  Harvard,  45  00 

AID  TO   DANIEL  HOLDEN.  y 

Town  of  Harvard,  $179  45 

Wm.  M.  Park,  1  00 

  180  45 

AID  TO  CAROLINE  ORCUTT. 

Mrs.  E.  F.  Cowdrey,  $160  00 

A.  F,  Fernald,  M.  D.,  2  60 

 3,62  60 

AID  TO  HARLEY  STEBBINS.    ( STATE ) 

Conant  Bros.  &  Co.  $  70 

Geo.  F.  Lewis,  19  00  * 


Wm.  M.  Park,  time  and  expense, 

Tewksbury,  $4  64 

A.  F.  Fernald,  M.  D.,  17  20 


$41  54 


AID  TO   MARY  DALEY. 


Town  of  Groton,  $42  45 

'l\)wn'of  Aver,  10  16 

G.  M.  Ballou,  20 


52  81 


AID  TO  MARY  WASHINGTON. 


Worcester  Lunatic  Asylum,  169  46 

AID  TO   CHAS.  WHEELER. 

Worcester  Lunatic  Asylum,  169  46 

AID  TO  MRS.  FOSTER. 

Worcester  Lunatic  Asylum,  42  71 

AID  TO  HARRY  WILKINSON  AND  FAMILY.  (STATE) 

Mrs.  Jennie  Hoffnagle,  nursing,  $29  00 

J.  F.  Brown,  burying  child,  10  25 

A.  F.  Fernald,  M.  D.,  61  05 


100  30 


AID  TO  CARRIE  WASHINGTON. 

Town  of  Groton,  39  00 

AID  TO  MARY  BRUSO. 

Conant  Bros.  &  Co.,  $62  75 

A.  F.  Fernald,  M.  D.,  27  28 

H.  0.  Peasley,  12  00 

  102  03 
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AID  TO  MRS.  MCGINNIS   AND  FAMILY. 

Conant  Bros.  &  Co.,  $75  00 

A.  F.  Fernald,  M.  D.,  15  50 


$90  50 


AID  TO  MRS.  SEYMOURE  AND  FAMILY. 

G.  M.  Ballon,  $  50 

H.  0.  Peasley,  74  75 


AID  TO  MRS.  BURNO. 


H.  0.  Peasley,  $34  00 

A.  F.  Fernald,  M.  D.,  15  25 


Tramps. 


G.  M.  Ballou,  aid,  $13  90 

H.  0.  Peasley,  20 
Mrs.  Agnes  Stewart,  8  50 
D.  Brnce,  61  00 


75  25 


49  25 


AID  TO  MRS.  GORDON. 

H.  0.  Peasley,  10  00 

AID  TO  MRS.  GLEASON. 

A.  F.  Fernald,  M.  D.,  8  00 


$83  60 


Total, 


$2093  12 
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State  Aid. 


Amount  to  be  repaid  by  State, 

Henry  T.  Balcom, 
Oliver  W.  Balcom, 
Jeremiah  Flynn, 
Mary  Gately, 
Mary  A.  Howard, 
Julia  O'Keefe, 
Ann  M.  Lawrence, 
George  F.  Lewis, 
Wm.  R.  McLellan, 
Johanna  O'Neil, 
Lydia  Ramsdell, 
Eliza  A.  Travis, 
Joel  C.  Neat, 


$457  00 


$15  00 
12  00 
48  00 
32  00 
46  00 
32  00 
32  00 
48  00 
48  00 
48  00 
48  00 
12  00 
26  00 


$457  00 


military  Aid. 

Amount  to  be  repaid  by  State, 

Daniel  Finnegan, 
Wm.  H.  Cram, 


$48  00 
12  00 


130  00 


$60  00 


Salaries. 

Appropriation, 

D.  Chester  Parsons,  selectman,  '94-5, 
Thos.  L.  Hazen,  assessor, 
B.  S.  Binney,  assessor. 


$550  00 


$5  00 
50  00 
60  00 
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M.  W.  Longley,  assessor, 

Mrs.  N.  J.  Rowell,  school  committee, 

Henry  Edgarton,  school  committee,, 

F.  L.  Keith,  school  committee, 
Jonas  Longley,  town  clerk, 
Jonas  Longley,  registrar, 
Henry  Edgarton,  treasurer, 
Wm,  M.  Park,  constable, 

G,  M.  Ballou,  selectman, 
S.  P.  Holden,  selectman, 
Henry  M.  Holden,  selectman, 
Henry  M.  Holden,  registrar, 
G.  M.  Ballou, 

Stillman  P.  Holden,  registrar, 


Cemetery  Trust. 

Income  from  Longley  fund, 
Income  from  Henry  fund, 
Income  from  Gardner  fund, 

Henry  T.  Green, 
Patrick  Shucrowe, 
J.  F.  Brown, 
Chas.  H.  Parm enter, 


Centre  Cemetery 

Appropriation, 

G.  C.  West, 
C.  A.  Longley, 
Hugh  Mitchel, 


$50  00 
50  00 

35  00 
14  00 
20  00 

7  00 
65  00 

6  00 
75  00 
60  00 

36  00 
5  00 
5  00 
5  00 

  $548  00 


$19  00 

19  00 

19  00 
 $57  00 

$10  35 

2  25 
25  05 

7  60 
 $45  25 


$25  00 

$4  50 

6  25 

4  00 
 $14  75 
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Trust  Funds. 

Deposited  with  the  International  Trust  Co. 

Israel  Longley  School  Fund,  $6000  00 

Israel  Longley  Cemetery  Fund>  5C0  00 

Jerome  Gardner  Cemetery  Fund*  500  00 

Parker  School  Fund,  5040  57 

John  Henry  Cemetery  Fund,  500  00 

la  hands  of  Town  Treasurer, 

Geo.  Rice  Cemetery  Fund,  $100  00 

Nathaniel  Day  Cemetery  Fund,  200  00 

George  Chandler  Cemetery  Fund*  100  00 


Fire  Department. 


Appropriation, 

W.  A.  Sawtell,  care  of  engine  house, 

$4 

16 

J.  F.  O'Neil,  treasurer,  salaries  en- 

ginemen, 

283 

64 

A.  A.  Warner,  supplies, 

50 

Conant  Bros.  &  Co.,  supplies* 

37 

J.  A.  Hume,  fire  engineer, 

10 

00 

G.  M.  Ballou,  wood, 

1 

50 

H.  A.  Sawtell,  care  of  engine, 

10 

00 

$310  17 


Library. 

Appropriation,  $300  00 

New  England  Magazine,  $6  00 

Lorin  Hosley,  binding  books,  12  25 
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Estes  &  Lauriet, 
Huntley  S.  Turner, 
W.  B.  Clark, 
W.  H.  Crossman, 
Conant  Bros.  &  Co., 
Paine  Furniture  Co., 

F.  R.  R.  Company, 
S.  B.  Scott, 

G.  M.  Ballou, 
R.  F.  Colburn, 

R.  H.  White  &  Co., 
J.  C.  Avers, 
J.  E.  L.  Hazen, 
J.  B.  Millett  &  Co., 


$70  79 
12  50 
49  53 

11  62 
22  73 
65  00 

1  23 

1  50 

2  50 

4  05 

12  65 
12  50 

5  00 
22  50 


$312  35 


Harking  Trees. 

Appropriation, 

Leon  C.  Holden,  labor,  $1  00 

Harry  P.  Barnard,  labor,  3  00 

Henry  M.  Holden,  labor,  4  00 

S.  P.  Holden,  labor,  4  40 

National  Express  Co.,  45 


$50  00 


$12  85 


Interest. 

Appropriation, 

International  Trust  Co., 
North  Middlesex  Savings  Bank, 


$300  00 


$159  94 
63  00 
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First  National  Bank,  Ayer,  $90  00 

M.  M.  Nickless,  treas.,  55  00 

 $367  94 


rtemorial  Day. 

Appropriation,  $50  00 

J.  C.  C.  Parker  and  J.  P.  Thompson, 

G.  A.  R.  committee,  $50  00 


Enforcement  of  Law. 


Appropriation, 

G.  W.  Crawford, 

$3  50 

G.  W.  Simmonds,  supplies, 

8  00 

Samuel  0.  Aborn, 

3  50 

G.  M.  Ballou, 

6  29 

Samuel  Sandlin,  police  work, 

81  80 

T.  H.  Higham,  detective  work, 

108  17 

H.  E.  Lawrence,  police  work, 

4  40 

A.  A.  Fillebrown, 

5  00 

Geo.  J.  Burns,  counsel, 

45  00 

Wm.  M.  Park,  fees,  etc., 

10  13 

H.  A.  Sawtell,  fees,  etc., 

3  92 

W.  H.  Cram, 

2  50 

# 

Summary  of  Expenditures. 

Poor,  - 

$2093  12 

Schools, 

3332  07 

$282  21 
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Highways, 

$767 

09 

Bridges, 

107 

09 

Railings, 

63 

16 

Guide  Boards, 

6 

98 

Snow, 

96 

15 

Memorial  Day, 

50 

00 

Interest, 

367 

94 

State  Aid, 

457 

98 

Military  Aid, 

60 

00 

Cemetery  Trust, 

45 

25 

Town  Cemetery, 

14 

75 

Library, 

312 

35 

Incidentals, 

474 

98 

Enforcement  of  Law, 

282 

21 

Fire  Department, 

310 

17 

Salaries, 

548 

00 

Marking  Trees, 

12 

85 

Superintendent  of  Schools, 

156 

25 

Total  town  expenditures  for  1895,  $9557  41 

Total  town  expenditures  for  1894,  $10,677  81 

Temporary  loans,  $2000  00 

State  tax,  710  46 

County  tax,  450  00 

  $3160  46 


Total  amount  of  orders  drawn,  $12,717  87 
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Financial  Condition. 


INDEBTEDNESS. 


Parker  School  Fund, 
Betsy  D.  Hazen,  note, 
I.  Longley  School  Fund, 
Geo.  S.  Wells,  note, 
Universalist  Society,  note, 
Aver  Banks, 


$2639  46 
1400  00 
1000  00 
200  00 
1100  00 
2000  00 


$8339  46 


ASSETS. 

Cash  balance,  $2873  88 

Due  from  Collector,  1895,  900  39 

Due  from  State  for  State  and  Mili- 
tary Aid,  108  00 

Due  from  State  for  aid  to  Wilkinson 

family,  100  30 

Due  from  State  for  aid  to  Harley 

Stebbins,  41  54 

Due  from  State  for  aid  to  Chas.  Ed- 
wards, 130  40 

Due  from  Mr.  Foster,  aid  to  Mrs. 

Foster,  42  71 

 $4197  22 

Balance  against  the  town,  March  1, 1896,  $4142  24 

G.  M.  BALLOU, 
STILLMAN  P.  HOLDEN, 
HENRY  M.  HOLDEN, 

Selectmen  of  Shirley. 


ERRATUM. 

Due  from  the  State  towards  paying  the  Super- 
intendent of  schools,  $200  00 
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Highway. 


Appropriation, 

R.  F.  Colburn,  labor, 

$3 

60 

Geo.  L.  Fairbanks,  labor , 

42 

50 

Geo.  S.  Wells,  labor, 

116 

15 

Amos  L.  Parker,  labor, 

73 

25 

Gideon  C.  West,  labor, 

74 

88 

Luther  E.  Holden,  labor, 

32 

65 

S.  B.  Scott,  labor, 

3 

50 

American  Road  JMachine  Co.,  scraper 

cutter, 

8 

50 

Michael  Goinet,  labor, 

35 

20 

Chas.  P.  Young,  labor  and  gravel, 

187 

70 

Dennis  O'Neil,  labor, 

59 

31 

Harry  P.  Barnard,  labor, 

36 

60 

Nelson  Brasseau,  labor, 

3 

25 

Leon  C.  Holden,  labor, 

28 

80 

C.  H.  Miner,  repairs  to  tools, 

5 

55 

A.  B.  Bessey,  gravel, 

3 

00 

Conant  Bros.  &  Co.,  tools,  etc., 

1 

95 

Samuel  Sandlin,  labor, 

31 

35 

Thos.  L.  Hazen,  gravel, 

1 

70 

B.  S.  Binney,  gravel, 

3 

40 

M.  W.  Longley,  gravel, 

4 

70 

N.  A.  Holden,  repairs  to  tools, 

2 

25 

Theophile  Lambert,  gravel, 

1 

50 

J.  W.  Farrar,  plow  point, 

50 

S.  P.  Holden,  labor  and  repairs  to  tools,-  5 

30 

$767  09 
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Railings. 

Appropriation  Railing  and  Bridges. 

Henry  M.  Holden,  labor,  $1  00 

Chas.  E.  Young,  labor,  15  20 

G.  C.  West,  labor,  2  15 

E.  A.  Jenkins,  railing,  16  34 

Samuel  Sandlin,  labor,  8  25 

Samuel  Farnsworth,  posts,  4  40 

C.  A.  Edgarton,  scrap  iron,  65 

Leon  C.  Holden,  labor,  1  65 

G.  S.  Wells,  railing,  13  52 


 $63  16 

Estimated  value  railing  on  hand.  $10  00 


Bridges. 


Chas.  E.  Young,  labor,  $7  35 

Michael  Goinet,  labor,  1  65 

G.  C.  West,  labor,  3  15 

L.  C.  Holden,  labor,  1  50 

G.  M.  Ballou,  plank,  55  79 

Samuel  Sandlin,  labor,  2  33 

E.  L.  White,  labor,  2  50 

E.  L.  White,  plank,  31  32 

Harry  P.  Barnard,  labor,  1  50 

•-  $107  09 

Estimated  value  of  plank  on  hand,  $25  00 
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Snow  1895=96. 

Eugene  E.  Sleeper,  $1  35 

Harry  P.  Barnard,  7  05 

John  M.  Adams,  2  00 

Henry  M.  Holdem  9  60 

W.  F.  Hewes,  4  00 

Hezzie  Spaulding,  4  60 

Oliver  Canty,  5  25 

E.  S.  Parker,  2  00 

Geo.  A.  Adams,  75 

Peter  Canty,  6  00 

Samuel  H.  Longley,  20  40 

Dennis  O'Neil,  7  95 

Geo.  Mayliew,  2  63 

E.  L.  White,  2  80 

Samuel  Sandlin?  1  82 

Chas.  E.  Young,  4  70 

Geo.  L.  Fairbanks,  12  75 

S.  P.  Holden,  50 


$96  15 


Guide  Boards. 

G.  M.  Ballou,  boards,  $1  00 

E.  L.  White,  posts,  1  00 

R,  M.  Priest,  painting,  3  48 

Chas.  E.  Young,  labor,  1  50 

 $6  98 
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Guide  Posts. 


Guide  posts  with  boards  thereon  have  been  main- 
tained in  the  usual  and  necessary  places  in  the  town  in 
compliance  with  the  requirements  of  law. 

STILLMAN  P.  HOLDEN, 

Superintendent  of  Streets, 


Treasurer's  Report, 


RECEIPTS. 

1895. 

March  2.    Cash  on  hand, 
March  2.    S.  B.  Scott,  collector, 
March  2.    G.  W.  Sanderson,  clerk 

of  court, 
May  2.    S.  B.  Scott, 
May  15.    Commonwealth  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, paupers, 
May  27.    First  National  Bank  of 

Ayer,  loan, 
June  25.    First  National  Bank 

of  Ayer,  loan, 
July  1.    International  Trust  Co., 

Gardner  trust, 
July  1.    International  Trust  Co., 

Longley  trust, 
July  1.    International  Trust  Co., 

Henry  trust, 
July  1.    International  Trust  Co., 
.  Longley  school  fund, 


$1756  73 


$267  08 

6  74 
106  25 

1  00 

100C  00 

1000  00 

9  50 

9  50 

9  50 

118  75 
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July  1.    International  Trust  Co., 

Parker  school  fund,  $96  40 
July  1 .    First  National  Bank  of 

Ayer,  interest,  13  00 
Aug.  15.    Commonwealth  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, State  paupers,  68  80 
Aug.  20.    Estate  of  Lucy  Holden, 

Dan.  Holden,  68  45 

Aug.  27.   S.  B.  Scott,  600  22 

Sept.  4.   S.  B.  Scott,  250  63 

Sept.  27.   S.  B.  Scott,  5-75  00 

Oct.  1.   S.  B.  Scott,  261  79 

Oct.  8.  S.  B.  Scott,  243  37 
Oct.  8.    G.  W.  Sanderson,  clerk  of 

court,  9  12 
Oct.  18.  S.  B.  Scott,  436  47 
Oct.  21.  S.  B.  Scott,  200  00 
Oct.  26.  S.  B.  Scott,  400  00 
Oct.  30.  S.  B.  Scott,  2449  13 
Oct.  30.  Louis  Rouse,  license,  6  00 
Oct.  31.  S.  B.  Scott,  1820  73 
Oct.  31.  S.  B.  Scott,  283  44 
Oct.  31.  Alvin  Lawton,  license,  1  00 
Oct.  31.  Commonwealth  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, State  paupers,  15  00 
Nov.  23.  S.  B.  Scott,  128  00 
Nov.  25.  S.  B.  Scott,  75  95 
Dec.  7.  S.  B.  Scott,  100  00 
Dec.  7.  Commonwealth  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, corporation  tax,  748  01 
Dec.  7.  Commonwealth  of  Mas- 
sachusetts, bank  tax,  226  77 
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1896. 

Jan.  1.    International  Trust  Co., 

Longley  school  fund, 

112  94 

Jan.  1.    International  Trust  Co., 

Parker  school  fund, 

96  13 

Jan.  1.    International  Trust  Co., 

Longley  cemetery  fund, 

9  50 

Jan.  1.    International  Trust  Co., 

Gardner  cemetery  fund, 

9  50 

Jan.  1.    International  Trust  Co., 

Henry  cemetery  fund, 

9  50 

Jan.  1.    S.  B.  Scott, 

205  34 

Jan.  7.    S.  B.  Scott, 

112  40 

Jan.  27.    S.  B.  Scott, 

85  00 

Jan.  27.    Commonwealth  of  Mas- 

sachusetts, school  fund, 

369  20 

Jan.  31.    County  Treasurer,  dog- 

fund, 

131  67 

First  National  Bank  of  Ayer,  in- 

terest, 

16  77 

Feb.  15.   S.  B.  Scott, 

100  00 

Feb.  26.    S.  B.  Scott,  balance  of 

1894, 

40  42 

Feb.  26.    S.  B.  Scott, 

110  41 

Feb.  26.    S.  P.  Holden,  use  of 

town  hall, 

24  00 

Feb.  27.   S.  B.  Scott, 

235  13 

Feb.  29.   S.  B.  Scott, 

100  25 

March  4/  G.  M.  Ballou, 

18 

$15,822  67 
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EXPENDITURES. 

1895. 

March  2.  Paid  outstanding order,s  $230  56 
Paid  March  orders,  Nos.  1  to  34,  301  63 
Paid  April  orders,  Nos.  35  to  93,  1138  25 
Paid  May  orders,  Nos.  94  to  145,  1156  89 
Paid  June  orders,  Nos.  146  to  182,  677  57 
Paid  July  orders,  Nos.  183  to  219,  530  44 
Paid  Aug.  orders,  Nos.  220  to  251,  553  93 
Paid  Sept.  orders,  Nos.  252  to  282,  701  79 
Paid  Oct.  orders,  Nos.  283  to  320,  891  46 
Paid  Nov.  orders,  Nos.  321  to  363,  857  25 
Paid  Dec.  orders,  Nos.  344  to  394,     365  02 

1896. 

Paid  Jan.  orders,  Nos.  395  to  447,  4392  91 
Paid  Feb.  orders,  Nos.  448  to  501,  1040  88 

—  $12,838  58 

Cash  on  hand,  $2983  91 

HENRY  EDGARTON, 
March  4,  1896.  Treasurer. 


Auditors'  Report. 

To  the  Citizens  of  Shirley : 

We  hereby  certify  that  we  have  examined  the  ac- 
counts of  the  Selectmen,  Town  Treasurer  and  Overseers 
of  the  Poor,  for  the  year  ending  March  1,  1896,  and, 
find  them  correct  with  proper  vouchers  for  all  money 
paid  out. 

Respectfully, 

EDWIN  L.  WHITE, 
JOHN  W.  THACHER, 
Shirley,  March  5,  1896.  Auditors, 
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List  of  Jurors  for  1896. 

The  following  list  of  Jurors  has  been  prepared  by 
the  Selectmen  for  the  acceptance  of  the  Town  at  the  An- 
nual Town  Meeting,  to  be  held  March  16,  1896. 


Robert UvS  F.  Colburn, 
Almond  M.  Holden, 
Savillion  W.  Longley, 
John  W.  Farrar, 
Louis  J.  Farnsworth, 
John  H.  Louge, 
John  E.  L.  Hazen, 
Harriman  Longley, 
.Charles  H.  Miner, 

Herbert 


William  H.  Grossman, 
Augustus  B.  Cram, 
John  E.  Gardner, 
Charles  A.  Longley, 
Lewis  L.  Warren, 
Charles  E.  Young, 
Albert  Adams, 
Edwin  H.  Conant, 
Melvin  W.  Longley, 
E.  Lawrence. 


Report  of  Library  Trustees. 

The  Library  Trustees  submit  the  following  report 
of  receipts  and  expenditures,  also  of  condition  and  use 
of  Library  during  the  past  year  and  would  respectfully 
ask  for  an  appropriation  of  $300  for  the  year  ensuing. 

Number  of  books  in  circulation  March  1,  1896,  2031 

Number  of  books  of  reference  March  1,  1896,  271 

Number  of  days  library  was  open,  53 

Number  of  persons  taking  books,  240 

Number  of  books  taken,  3706 

Town  appropriation,  $300,00 

Received  from  fines,  catalogue,  etc.,        14  91 

  $314  91 
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EXPENDED. 


New  England  Magazine,  '95  and  '98, 

$6 

00 

Hosley,  binding  magazines, 

12 

25 

Estes  &  Lauriet, 

53 

62 

Printing  catalogues, 

12 

50 

W.  E.  Clarke, 

49 

53 

Mr.  Grossman,  screens, 

11 

62 

Paine 's  Furniture  Co., 

65 

00 

R  R.  R.,  freight, 

1 

23 

Transporting  bookcase. 

1 

50 

Conant  Bros., 

14 

02 

Boxing  trees, 

2 

50 

R.  T.  Colburn, 

4 

05 

Conant  Bros., 

8 

71 

R.  H.  White, 

12 

65 

Estes  &  Lauriet, 

17 

17 

J.  Miller, 

22 

50 

J.  E.  L.  Hazen, 

5 

00 

Express, 

95 

Cleaning, 

1 

72 

Labor  on  lawn. 

1 

40 

Harper's,  Cosmopolitan  and  McClure's, 

5 

25 

Books, 

1 

75 

Looking-glass, 

1 

25 

Lock  and  oil, 

64 

Mr.  Sargent,  repairing, 

1 

95 

  $314  76 

W.  H.  WILBUR, 
M.  M.  NICKXESS, 
M.  J.  CONANT, 
N.  J.  ROWELL, 
M.  J.  HAZEN, 
F.  L.  KEITH, 
Trustees  of  Shirley  Public  Library. 
By  W.  H.  Wilbur,  Chairman. 


Abatement  of  the  Year  1894  Taxes. 

E.  G.  Adams,  paid  in  Boston, 
Charles  Bulger,  left  town  in  April, 
Albert  Bulah,  Jr.,  left  town  in  April, 
Felix  Bulger,  taxed  twice, 
Frank  M.  Clark,  left  town, 
Wm.  Deublin,  not  here, 
H.  S.  Farnsworth,  on  horse,  > 
T.  Garron,  left  town, 
Catherine  Harriden,  single  woman, 
E.  G.  Harmon,  not  owned, 
W.  H.  Igo,  left  town, 
Alfred  Jewet,  not  found, 
Anthony  Page,  over-tax  on  horse, 
Fred  Sleeper,  age  18  years, 
Charles  Shattuck,  taxed  in  N.  H., 
Edward  Tutro,  not  here, 
Frank  Wheeler,  taxed  twice, 
Wm.  Walsh,  taxed  in  Clinton, . 
Wm.  Willis,  disabled  soldier, 
Warren  F.  Lund,  over-taxed  land, 
Jackson  Cook,  over-taxed  land, 

  $55  31 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  above  list  and  the  reasons 
are  correct. 

S.  B.  SCOTT, 
Collector  of  Taxes. 

Shirley,  Mass.,  February  10,  1896. 

Middlesex,  ss.,  February  10,  1896. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  day. 

JOHN  E.  L.  HAZEN, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

MELVIN  W.  LONGLEY, 
THOMAS  L.  HAZEN, 
B.  S.  BINNEY, 

Assessors  of  Shirley. 


$2 

00 

o 

00 
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00 

2 

00 
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00 
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2 

00 
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18 

5 

91 

26 


Report  of  the  Collector  of  Taxes. 

For  the  Year  Ending  March  1,  1896. 
Tax  for  1894. 

Tax  warrant,  $8923  76 

After  tax,  5  88 

Interest,  9  90 


Amount  of  payments, 
Abatements, 
Commission, 
Discount, 


$8558  82 
55  31 
111  61 
213  80 


Tax  for  1895. 


Tax  warrant, 


Amount  paid  treasurer, 
Balance  due  town, 


$8773  26 
900  39 


$8939  54 


$8939  54 


$9673  65 


$9673  65 


Assessors'  Report. 

We  the  Assessors  of  Shirley,  herewith  submit  our 
report : 

Town  appropriation,  $8300  00 

State  tax,  450  00 

County  tax,  710  46 

Overlayings,  213  19 

—  $9673  65 

Tax  Rate,  $12.30  per  $1000. 


• 
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Value  of  personal  estate, 
Value  of  buildings, 
Value  of  land, 


$152,145  00 
328,850  00 
256,140  00 


$737,135  00 


Exempts,  $8065  00 

Number  of  persons  assessed  on  property,  372 
Number  of  persons  assessed  on  polls  only,  167 
Total  number  of  polls,  353 
Number  of  horses,  233 
Number  of  cows,  339 
Number  of  sheep,  12 
Number  of  other  cattle,  97 
Number  of  swine,  35 
Number  of  dwellings,  290 
Number  of  acres  of  land,  9237% 
Number  of  fowls,  1255 

MELVIN  W.  LONGLEY, 
B.  S.  BINNEY, 
THOMAS  L.  HAZEN, 

Assessors  of  Shirley. 


Engineers'  Report. 

The  Board  of  Engineers  herewith  respectfully  pre- 
sent their  Annual  Report : 

The  Company  re-organized  July  2,  1895,  and  we 
have  to-day  thirty-three  members.  We  have  been  very 
lucky  this  year  having  had  only  two  alarms,  one  at  the 
railroad  station  and  one  at  John  Whitley's  barn.  The 
engine  and  apparatus  is  in  good  repair. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  A.  SAWTELL, 
J.  L.  HUME, 

Board  of  Engineers. 
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Town  Clerk's  Report  of  Registration. 

Marriages  in  1895. 
Residence  Shirley  when  not  given. 
Jan.  5.     Fred  E.  Sleeper, 

Helen  Provost. 
Jan.  7.      Lewis  A.  Davis,  Ayer, 

Annie  E.  Grelis. 
Feb.  23.    George  W.  Balch, 

Estelle  Q.  Cox. 
Feb.  26.    Willard  Parmenter, 

Cora  Parmenter,  Sterling. 
April  18.  George  Dobson, 

Olive  Wheeler. 
April  26.  Henry  F.  Green, 

Emma  Whitaker. 
April  30.  Louis  Baker. 

Clara  Penisean. 
May  4.     Fred  Root, 

Georgana  Sidelow. 
May  6.     Ermeeean  Thomas, 

Mary  Bulger. 
July  22.    Charles  E.  Wyman,  Fitehburg. 

Etta  L.  Smith,  Fitchburg. 
Aug.  2.    Emile  Smith, 

Annie  Lambert. 
Aug.  4.     Fred  M.  Jacobs,  Hudson. 

Lizzie  M.  Sherer. 
Sept.  11.  Harry  B.  Moorhouse, 

Fanny  Avies. 
Sept.  26.  Lewis  L.  Warren, 

Ida  M.  Banks. 


.29 


Oct. 

2. 

James  L.  Holland,  Somerville. 
Etta  A.  Jubb, 

Oct. 

6. 

Frank  J.  Lawton, 
Anna  McLo Hester. 

Oct. 

16. 

Frank  H.  Wheeler,  Watertown. 
Lizzie  G.  White. 

Nov.  4. 

William  Arseno, 

Elizabeth  Thomas. 

Dec.  4. 

David  B.  Scott,  Providence,  R.  I 

a  i  *  t  i 

Alice  G.  lyongley. 

Dec. 

4. 

Edward  R.  Thompson, 
Helen  E.  Holden. 

Dec. 

8. 

John  T.  Perry, 

Mary  E.  Cleaves,  Hyde  Park. 

Dec. 

14, 

Henry  F.  Derby,  Leominster, 
Florence  A.  Sargent, 

BIRTHS. 

Thirty-one  Births  have  been  registered,  twelve  males 
and  nineteen  females. 

Deaths  in  1895. 
Birthplace  Shirley  when  not  given. 

Yrs.   Mo.  Dys. 


Jan.  19.  John  Gordon,  Canada,  48 

Jan.  25.  My ra  Devarney,  Canada,  3 

Feb.  5.  Margaret  A.  Thacher,  Concord,  N.  H.,  66    11  14 

Feb.  19.  Calvin  L.  Farnsworth,  74  4 

Feb.  22.  Charles  Wood,  Dracut,  77  5 

Feb.  25.  Phebe  A.  Hartwell,  Lancaster,  N.  Y.,  80 

Mar.  17.  Catherine  Haggerty,  Ireland,  36 

Mar.  2i.  Eliza  L.  Allen,  t 
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Yrs.   Mo.  Dys. 


Mar.  28.    Mary  A.  Longley,  Harvard,  83  513 

April  14.    Endora  J.  Willis,  Bath,  Me.,  44      7  11 

April  28.    John  Fletcher,  England,  64      2  6 

May  6.  Mary  L.  Hewes,  74  10  18 
June  4.    Joseph  Genoit,  5  minutes. 

June  8.    Henry  Genoit,  4 

July  8.    Clara  M.  Adams,  N.  Y.,  41      4  4 

Aug.  13.    Albert  Schaunier,  Canada,  80 

Aug.  16.    Catherine  Holden,  88      9  5 

Sept.  5.    Sarah  E.  Longley,  Lowell,  Vt.,  48  27 

Sept.  2i.    Jerh.  Marshall,  N.  B.,  16 

Sept.  27..    Mary  B.  Baker,  13 

Oct.        Mary  E.  Cram,  28      6  9 

Oct.  18.    Abigail  Prouty,  Spencer,  77  2 

Oct.  22.    Wm.  B.  Hartwell,  Lunenburg,  S3 

Nov.  27.    Elizabeth  F.  Chadwick,  Scotland,  58      3  17 


Sixty-six  dogs  have  been  registered  from  May  1, 
1895  to  May  1,  1896.  Sixty  male  and  six  female. 
Amount  of  fees  received  $150. 

JONAS  LONGLEY, 

Town  Clerk. 


TOWN  WARRANT. 


Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts. 
Middlesex  ss. 

To  Jonas  Longly,  Clerk  of  the  Town  of  Shirley,  in  said 
County,  Greeting: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth,  aforesaid,  vou 
are  hereby  required  by  posting  an  attested  copy  of  this 
Warrant  at  the  Postoffice  in  Shirley,  and  a  like  copy  in 
the  Postoffice  in  Shirley  Village,  eight  days  at  least  be- 
fore the  time  herein  appointed  for  the  meeting,  to  notify 
and  warn  all  the  legal  voters  of  said  Town,  to  assemble 
in  the  Town  Hall,  on  Monday  the  sixteenth  day  of 
March  instant,  at  eleven  o'clock  and  thirty  minutes  in 
the  forenoon,  to  give  in  their  votes  on  one  ballot,  for  a 
Town  Clerk,  three  Selectmen,  three  Overseers  of  the 
Poor,  three  Assessors,  Treasurer,  one  School  Commit- 
tee for  three  years,  two  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library 
for  three  years,  and  one  for  one  year,  two  Auditors, 
Collector  of  taxes,  three  Constables,  and  one  Surveyor 
of  Highways;  also  to  vote  Yes  or  No  on  the  question; 
Shall  license  be  granted  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  li- 
quors in  this  town.  The  Polls  will  be  opened  at  twelve 
o'clock  at  noon,  and  may  be  closed  at  four  o'clock  P. 
M.  of  said  day.    Also,  to  act  on  the  following  Articles: 

Art.  1.  To  choose  a  Moderator. 

Art.  2.  To  choose  all  Officers  not  required  by  law 
to  be  chosen  by  ballot. 


Art.  3.  To  hear  the  report  of  the  Selectmen  and  of 
any  Committee  heretofore  chosen  and  act  thereon. 

Art.  4.  To  see  what  sum  of  money  the  Town  will 
raise  and  appropriate  for  the  support  of  schools  and  the 
poor,  highways  and  bridges,  fire  department,  enforce- 
ment of  law,  interest  on  notes,  library,  cemeteries.  Me- 
morial Day,  salaries  of  officers,  transportation  of  libra- 
ry books,  and  all  other  necessary  and  incidental  expen- 
ses of  the  Town  for  the  ensuing  year. 

Art.  5.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  build  a  lock- 
up in  Shirley  Village  and  raise  and  appropriate  any 
money  therefor,  or  act  thereon. 

Art.  6.  To  see  what  action  the  Town  will  take  in 
relation  to  the  collecting  of  taxes. 

Art.  7.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  fix  the  salary  of  the 
Tax  Collector  or  act  thereon. 

Art.  8.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Town 
Treasurer  to  borrow  money  in  anticipation  of  taxes,  or 
act  thereon. 

Art.  9.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  accept  or  alter  the 
list  of  Jurors,  as  prepared  by  the  Selectmen. 

Art.  10.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  choose  a 
Park  Commissioner,  or  act  thereon. 

Art.  11.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  provide  a 
public  dump  near  Shirley  Village,  or  act  thereon. 

Art.  12.  To  see  what  action  the  Town  will  take  to 
provide  additional  accommodation  for  the  scholars  in 
the  crowded  school-rooms  in  the  Village. 
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Art.  13.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  appropri- 
ate any  money  for  the  purpose  of  maintaining  street 
lights  in  the  Town,  or  take  any  action  thereon. 

Art.  14.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  designate  what 
portion  of  the  fire  engine  house  at  Shirley  Village  shall 
be  devoted  to  the  exclusive  use  of  the  enginemen  and  fire 
apparatus,  and  whether  the  Town  will  vote  to  appro- 
priate the  balance  of  the  building  to  other  purposes. 

Art.  15.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  grant  lots 
in  the  Village  cemetery  to  all  persons  who  now  have 
lots  that  the  Town  has  not  voted  to  grant  them,  or  act 
thereon. 

Art.  16.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  fix  the  sal- 
ary of  the  Highway  Surveyor,  or  act  thereon. 

Art.  17.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  vote  to  G.  W. 
Sanderson  lot  No.  176  in  Shirley  Village  cemetery. 

Hereof,  fail  not  and  make  return  of  this  Warrant 
with  your  doings  thereon,  to  one  of  the  Selectmen,  at 
or  before  said  meeting. 

Given  under  our  hand  at  Shirley  this  fourth  day  of 
March,  A.  D.,  1896. 

G.  M.  BALLOU, 
STILLMAN  P.  HOLDEN, 
HENRY  M.  HOLDEN, 

Selectmen  of  Shirley. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

 OF  THE  

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE 

—AND — 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 

 OF  THE— 

TOWN  OF  SHIRLEY 

- — FOR  THE—- 

YEARS  1895-96. 


AYER,  MASS.  : 
WILLIAM  M.  SARGENT,  PRINTER* 
1896. 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE, 


Henry  Edgarton, 
Chairman,  1898. 

Mrs.  N.  J.  Rowell, 
Secretary,  1897. 

Frank  L.  Keith, 
1896. 

Charles  L.  Clay, 
Superintendent  of  Schools , 

Residence,  Harvard. 

William  M.  Park. 
Truant  Officer, 


SCHOOLS. 


Teachers* 


Alice  Bird  Hart, 

Emily  F.  Kenney, 

Laura  A.  White. 

Clara  L.  Coffin, 

Martha  R.  McLellan, 

Mary  Bayfield, 

Marion  P.  Crawford, 

Minnie  Holden, 

Mrs.  W.  J.  Baker, 

Mary  M>  Smith, 

M.  Rose  McGowan, 

Aclella  Bout  well, 

Mrs.  Gates  Lockhart,  music, 


$161  50 
84  00 
297  00 
383  00 
284  00 
330  00 
130  00 
210  00 
120  00 
108  00 
114  00 
40  00 
114  25 


-$2375  75 


Superintendent. 

Mrs.  S.  M.  Barker,  $20  00 

Chas.  L.  Clay,  156  25 


Tuition  of  High  School  Scholars. 

Town  of  Groton,  $20  00 

TownofAyer,  126  00 


—$2698  00 


4 


Supplies. 

Wright  &  Potter, 
Geo.  F.  King  &  Merrill, 
Geo.  S.  Perry,  | 
Ginn  &  Co., 
A.  A.  Warner, 
Conant  Bros.  &  Co., 
Silver,  Burdett  &  Co., 
Leach,  Shewell  &  Stanton, 
Boston  School  Supply  Co., 
Mrs.  N.  J.  Rowell, 
Samson  Cordage  Co., 
D.  C.  Heath  Co., 
American  Book  Co., 
J.  L.  Hammett, 
Chas.  L.  Clay, 
Wm.  M.  Sargent, 
Houghton  &  Mifflin, 
National  Express  Co. 
G.  M.  Ballon, 


Janitors. 

Matthew  H.  Burns, 
Edw.  A.  Farnsworth, 
Alice  B.  Hart, 
Leon  C.  Holden, 
Morton  E.  Lawrence, 
W.  J.  Baker, 
Forest  Stanton, 
William  Danborn, 


$2  00 
19  86 
22  83 
95  48 

1  94 

2  50 
27  02 

6  30 

3  00 
12  60 

1  75 

5  50 
22  95 
38  95 

9  37 

9  11 

1  69 

1  04 

1  41 
  $285  30 


$22  50 
6  00 
6  50 

15  75 

16  75 
18  00 

6  00 
25  30 
  $116  80 
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Fuel. 

Conant  Bros.  &  Co.,  $57  05 

Samuel  Farns worth,  45  00 

0.  M.  Bennett,  43  50 

E.  L.  White,  5  25 


$150  80 


Transportation. 

E.  D.  Longley,  $30  00 

W.  H.  Cram,  teacher,  18  50 


$48  50 


Repairs. 

A.  A.  Warner,  $12  63 

H.  E.  Lawrence,  75 

W.  H.  Crossman,  9  10 

C.  H.  Miner,  1  50 

H.  A.  Stone,  1  25 

A.  L.  Noe,  33  25 

G.  M.  Ballou,  43  11 

J.  E.  Parmenter,  1  00 

A.  B.  Cram,  75 

R.  M.  Priest,  60  53 

S.  P.  Holden,  2  00 

W.  H.  Brown,  4  80 


$170  67 


Incidentals. 

Mary  A.  Hodgman,  cleaning, 


$3  25 
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Truants. 

Hiram  Clark,  $2  00 

William  M.  Park,  14  00 

 $16  00 


Recapitulation. 


Teachers, 

$2375  75 

Janitors, 

116  80 

Repairs, 

170  67 

Supplies, 

285  30 

Fuel, 

150  80 

Transportation, 

48  50 

Incidentals, 

19  25 

Superindents, 

176  25 

Tuition  High  Schools, 

146  00 

To  February  27, 

$3489  32 

In  School  Committee,  February  10,  1896  : 

Voted — That  the  Report  of  the  Superintendent  of 
Schools  be  accepted  and  adopted  as  the  Report  of  the 
School  Committee,  and  be  published  as  such. 

HENRY  EDGARTON, 
MRS.  N.  J.  ROWELL, 
FRANK  L.  KEITH, 
School  Committee  of  Shirley. 
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SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT. 


To  the  School  Committee:— 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  my  first  report, 
which  pertains  to  the  schools  from  the  time  I  took 
charge  of  them  July  1st,  1895  to  February  1st,  of  the 
present  year. 

The  laws  of  Massachusetts  require  that  "The  school 
committee  shall  annuallly  make  a  detailed  report  of  the 
condition  of  the  several  public  schools,  which  report 
shall  contain  such  statements  and  suggestions  in  rela- 
tion to  the  schools  as  the  committee  deem  necessary  or 
proper  to  promote  the  interests  thereof"  (G.  S.  40,  sec. 
6.) 

It  has  become  the  very  proper  custom  in  towns  em- 
ploying a  superintendent  to  embody  in  this  report  such 
information  and  recommendations  as  he  may  wish  to 
make.  This  affords  an  occasion  to  the  superintendent 
to  present  to  the  attention  of  all  the  citizens,  something 
of  what  is  going  on  in  the  educational  world,  some- 
thing of  the  changing  methods,  something  of  the 
thought  of  the  best  scholars,  etc.,  the  whole  comprising 
what  is  known  as  "the  new  education."  We  are  living 
in  the  busiest  and  most  progressive  period  of  the  world's 
existence.  Activity  pervades  every  department  of  life. 
Never  before  have  men  been  so  eager  to  discover  the  se- 
crets of  science  and  apply  her  principles  to  the  economies 
of  art  and  industry.  There  are  just  as  earnest  students 
of  mind  as  of  matter,  and  the  results  of  these  investiga- 
tions come  to  us,  cumbered  and  busied  with  our  personal 
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concerns,  in  crystals  of  thought,  most  frequently  ex- 
pressed in  reports. 

On  entering  upon  the  duties  of  the  district  the  secre- 
tary informed  me  that  Bolton  had  7  schools,  Boylston 
5,  Harvard  9  and  Shirley  7 ;  that  the  superintendent 
was  to  give  his  time  to  the  several  towns  in  proportion 
to  the  number  of  their  schools.    This  is  being  done. 

Coming  so  recently  into  the  district,  an  entire 
stranger  to  all  the  school  officers,  teachers  and  pupils, 
my  short  experience  leaves  me,  not  with  results  to  enum- 
erate but  rather  a  statement  to  make  of  some  conditions 
necessary  to  a  good  school,  and  some  recommendations 
looking  toward  better  work  in  the  future. 

With  a  member  of  the  committee  your  superintend- 
ent visited  all  the  schools  during  the  last  week  of  the 
spring  term.  Every  change  in  the  supervision  or  man- 
agement of  a  school,  whether  from  necessity  or  other- 
wise is  disturbing. 

To  make  the  acquaintance  of  teachers  and  schools, 
to  learn  the  desires  of  the  committee,  to  take  up  the 
work  where  it  was  laid  down,  and  to  carry  it  along 
with  the  least  possible  break  or  friction  has  been  my  ob- 
ject; consequently  no  particularly  new  features  have 
been  introduced ;  no  changes  in  the  course  of  subjects 
have  been  made  excepting  the  introduction  of  Frye's  Geo- 
graphy ;  teachers'  meetings  have  been  held  at  the  usual 
time  and  place ;  by  suggestion  and  example,  we  have 
tried  to  help  and  if  possible  to  perfect  the  existing  order 
of  work. 
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ATTENDANCE. 

One  of  the  main  causes  of  a  poof  school  and  that 
which  detracts  from  the  highest  efficiency  of  a  good  one, 
is  the  irregular  attendance  of  a  few  children.  Poor  at- 
tendance may  be  a  result  over  which  the  teacher,  parent 
or  pupil  has  no  control ;  but  this  seldom  happens.  The 
best  schools— those  where  the  best  results  are  obtained, 
are  found  where  parents,  pupils  and  teacher  are  united 
for  the  interests,  and  are  working  in  harmony  for  the 
individual  child.  What  is  best  for  the  boy  or  girl,  a 
part,  is  best  for  the  school,  the  whole.  A  large  per  cent 
of  absences  are  without  sufficient  reason ;  all  tardiness 
is  essentially  needless ;  both  show  a  lack  of  interest  or 
care  or  persistence  on  the  part  of  the  child  or  parent  and 
almost  without  exception  it  is  on  the  part  of  the  latter, 
for  the  child  is  supposed  to  act  in  obedience  to  the 
parent. 

With  a  very  few  families  school  is  a  matter  of  com- 
pulsion; their  children  are  sent  because  the  law  requires 
this.  There  is  usually  a  family  or  two  in  every  district 
with  whom  school  is  a  matter  of  convenience  or  second- 
ary importance.  When  there  is  nothing  else  to  do  they 
let  their  children  go  to  school ;  such  pupils  are  the  irreg- 
ular ones.  They  are  oftenest  tardy  and  the  invariable 
excuse  is,  "Had  to  go  on  an  errand,"  or  "  Didn't  get  my 
chores  done  sooner." 

Blessed  are  those  families  who  realize  that  when 
school  is  in  session  it  is  the  first  and  chief  business  of 
their  children  to  be  present.  Parents  would  better  hire 
some  one,  "to  mind  the  baby,"  "to  saw  wood,"  "to 
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cut  ice,"  "to  get  the  harness  mended,"  etc.,  than  keep 
the  children  out  to  do  such  work. 

".Eternal  vigilance  "  is  the  only  remedy.  As  attend- 
ance is  the  corner-stone  of  the  best  school,  its  import- 
ance cannot  be  too  deeply  impressed  upon  every  patron 
of  education.  These  three  things  should  be  empha- 
sized. First,  your  duty  to  the  children;  you  owe  it  to 
them  to  train  and  to  help  their  teachers  to  train  them 
in  the  habit  of  promptness,  which  is  largely  the  main 
factor  of  material  success.  We  learn  to  do  things  by 
doing  them ;  we  learn  to  be  prompt  by  being  prompt. 
No  employer  will  have  about  him  for  any  length  of 
time,  a  boy  or  man  who  is  habitually  late  to  his  work, 
uncertain  and  irresponsible.  "You  cannot  depend  upon 
him,  "is  the  poorest  kind  of  recommendation.  It  doesn't 
make  bread  and  butter  come  easy.  The  second  is  your 
duty  to  the  public.  The  schools  are  for  the  public  good. 
Ever  absence  not  only  retards  your  child  but  interferes 
with  the  progress  of  the  whole  school ;  a  drag  is  added, 
a  weight  is  imposed,  interest  is  diminished,  discourage- 
ment is  brought  upon  all. 

No  one  has  any  right  to  thus  rob  his  neighbors. 

The  great  law  of  the  public  good,  places  the  benefit 
of  the  whole  before  the  convenience  of  the  individual. 
The  third  is  an  economical  reason,  so  plain  that  every 
tax-payer  can  see  its  bearings. 

Referring  to  your  report  for  1894-5,  I  see  that  the 
per  cent  of  attendance  is  88.7  which  takes  into  account 
only  actual  absences  in  whole  half-days. 

This  means  that  out  of  ever}T  hundred  cents  paid  for 
your  schools  that  year  you  received  in  return  only  88.7 
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cents;  an  absolute  loss  of  11.3  cents  on  every  dollar 
expended.  No  business  man  would  call  this  good  man- 
agement or  a  wise  use  of  money.  The  probable  loss 
from  sickness,— the  only  good  reason  for  absence,—  is  not 
over  two  per  cent.  When  school  keeps  let  us  sacrifice 
something  if  need  be  to  keep  the  children  there.  Some 
seem  to  be  ignorant  of  the  following  law. 

Chapter  498,  Section  1.  Every  person  having  under 
his  control  a  child  between  the  ages  of  eight  and  four- 
teen years  .  .  .  shall  annually  cause  such 
child  to  attend  some  public  day  school  in  the  city  or 
town  in  which  he  resides,  and  such  attendance  shall 
continue  for  at  least  thirty  weeks  of  the  school  year, 
if  the  schools  are  kept  open  for  that  length  of  time,  with 
an  allowance  of  two  weeks'  time  for  absences  not  ex- 
cused by  the  Superintendent  of  Schools  or  the  School 
Committee.  Such  period  of  attendance  shall  begin 
within  the  first  month  of  the  fall  term  of  school,  and  for 
each  five  days'  absence  of  any  such  child  thereafter,  in 
excess  of  the  above  allowance,  before  the  completion  of 
the  required  annual  attendance  of  thirty  weeks,  the  per- 
son having  such  child  under  his  control  shall  upon  the 
complaint  of  the  School  Committee  or  any  truant  offi- 
cers, forfeit  to  the  use  of  the  public  schools  of  such  city 
or  town  a  sum  not  exceeding  twenty  dollars. 

(Note.— The  italics  indicate  the  recent  change  in  the 
law.) 

TEACHERS. 

It  is  a  great  privilege  for  a  child  to  be  born  and 
raised  in  Massachusetts.    No  State  in  the  Union  pro- 
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vides  more  liberally  for  the  education  of  its  youth.  We 
have  free  schools,  free  text-books,  and  almost  free  super- 
vision. 

The  raising  of  the  standard  of  the  teaching  force 
has  been  entered  upon  by  the  adoption  last  year  of  a 
law  requiring  all  applicants  to  our  Normal  schools  to 
be  graduates  of  high  schools.  This  means  the  elevation 
of  teaching  to  the  level  of  the  "three  learned  profes- 
sions." It  also  means  for  teachers  in  our  country  towns 
better  preparation  for  their  important  work,  higher 
wages,  longer  term  of  service,  and,  consequently, 
better  schools.  Everything,  however,  does  not  depend 
upon  the  teacher,  but  with  pupils  in  regular  attend- 
ance, with  a  good  equipment  of  apparatus  and  sup- 
plies. A  good  teacher  is  a  wonderful  help  in  making  a 
good  school. 

The  frequent  changing  of  teachers  has,  in  my  judg- 
ment, been  the  greatest  hinderance  to  the  progress  of 
the  schools ;  this  even  conduces  to  irregular  attendance. 
Throughout  the  district  the  children  are  farther  ad- 
vanced and  better  scholars  where  the  teachers  have 
been  with  them  two  or  more  years.  If  any  of  us  wanted 
a  machine,  delicate  in  its  mechanism,  complicated  in  its 
parts,  designed  for  peculiar  work  and  long  service,  we 
should  not  dare  to  place  our  order  in  the  hands  of  eight 
or  twelve  different  workmen,  to  be  built  more  or  less 
according  to  the  ideas  and  caprices  of  each,  and  per- 
haps some  of  them  mere  apprentices. 

This  is  what  we  do  with  the  children.  Our  country 
schools  have  become  too  much  the  training  schools  for 
the  large  villages  and  cities,  where  terms  are  longer  and 
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salaries  larger.  Herein  lies  an  incontrovertible  argu- 
ment for  consolidation,  but  until  we  reach  this  desired 
condition  it  is  not  wisdom  or  economy  to  let  a  firood 
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teacher  go,  even  from  a  small  school.  I  like  the  philoso- 
phy of  the  man  who  said :  '*  The  best  is  none  too  good 
for  me,"  especially  when  applied  to  teachers. 

The  good  teacher  might  be  retained  longer  and  the 
poor  one  made  better,  in  many  of  our  districts,  if  par- 
ents took  more  pains  to  make  her  acquaintance  and 
showed  themselves  more  interested  in  her  and  herwrork. 

1  'The  community  can  do  much  for  the  schools  by 
giving  the  teacher  a  royal  welcome,"  by  making  her  at 
home  in  the  place.  This  is  peculiarly  true  of  a  woman 
teacher.  She  is  worth  twice  as  much  to  the  school  if 
she  is  made  happy  in  her  home  and  social  life. 

The  teacher  comes  among  you  a  stranger,  to  be 
compared  with  all  her  predecessors,  the  target  for  criti- 
cism and  the  theme  of  neighborhood  talk. 

Do  not  wait  for  her  to  introduce  herself ;  call  upon 
her  early ;  invite  her  to  your  homes ;  visit  the  school 
often ;  see  that  she  is  carried  to  the  village  entertain- 
ments ;  take  her  to  church  and  the  evening  meetings  if 
she  desires  to  go ;  do  not  oblige  her  to  walk  to  and  from 
the  teachers'  meetings  ;  give  her  not  only  a  warm  corner 
at  your  firesides,  but  let  her  feel  the  warm  generous 
sympathy  of  your  hearts ;  "make  her  comfortable  and 
happy,"  and  it  will  take  a  greater  inducement  than  "an 
extra  dollar"  get  her  away.  She  will  have  a  great  love 
for  her  children  and  they  for  her,  and  you  will  have 
"the  best  school  we  have  ever  had  in  this  district." 
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CHARACTER-BUILDING. 

Isn't  there  danger  lest  we  lose  sight  of  the  real  end 
and  aim  of  education?  Plato  said  more  than  two 
thousand  years  ago:  "The  purpose  of  education  is  to 
give  the  body  and  soul  all  the  beauty  and  all  the  per- 
fection of  which  they  are  capable."  Two  things  com- 
prising the  whole  man  are  to  be  developed,  the  body 
and  the  souL  This  is  character  building,  which  should 
be  the  main  purpose  of  all  school  work ;  not  so  much 
language,  not  so  many  pages  of  arithmetic,  not  so 
many  inches  of  history,  not  the  simple  facts  of  nature, 
physiology  or  music,  but  power  to  see,  hear,  feel,  appre- 
ciate and  enjoy  our  environments,  and  to  better  them  if 
need  be. 

While  we  scan  our  courses  of  study,  with  their  mul- 
tiplicity of  subjects,  and  you  teachers  of  mixed  schools 
try  to  see  how  you  can  arrange  your  program  so  as  to 
give  ten  minutes  to  a  class,  so  plan  and  teach  that  you 
will  obey  the  following  statute  of  the  Commonwealth. 

"It  shall  be  the  duty  of  all  instructors  of  youth  to 
exert  their  best  endeavors  to  impress  on  the  minds  of 
children  and  youth  committed  to  their  care  and  instruc- 
tion the  principles  of  piety  and  justice,  and  a  sacred 
regard  to  truth,  love  of  their  country,  humanity  and 
universal  benevolence,  sobriety,  industry  and  frugality, 
chastity,  moderation  and  temperance,  and  those  other 
virtues  which  are  the  ornament  of  human  society  and 
the  basis  upon  which  a  republican  constitution  is 
founded ;  and  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  such  instructors  to 
endeavor  to  lead  their  pupils,  as  their  ages  and  capa- 
cities will  admit,  into  a  clear  understanding  of  the  tend- 
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ency  of  the  above  mentioned  virtues,  to  preserve  and 
perfect  a  republican  constitution  and  secure  the  bless- 
ings of  liberty  as  well  as  to  promote  their  future  happi- 
ness, and  also  to  point  out  to  them  the  evil  tendency  of 
the  opposite  vices."    (Pub.  Sts.,  Chap.  44,  Sec.  15.) 

Then,  when  the  public  school  is  done  with  the  child, 
though  he  may  not  be  able  to  tell  the  population  of  Italy, 
or  the  height  of  Chimborazo,  yet  he  will  be  "The  Ameri- 
can citizen  developing  in  a  person  of  broad  intelligence, 
of  right  inclination  and  kindly  human  sympathies,  with 
power  in  incepting  and  controlling  action." 

The  formation  of  a  taste  for  and  the  habit  of  reading 
good  books,  has  very  much  to  do  with  the  building 
of  character.  "  As  a  man  thinketh  so  is  he,"  If  a  child 
reads  good  books  there  will  be  incited  in  him  good 
thoughts. 

STATEMENTS  AND  RECOMMENDATIONS. 

One  of  the  disagreeable  duties  devolving  upon  the 
Superintendent  is  the  statement  of  unpleasant  facts,  as 
he  conceives  them,  and  the  suggesting  of  remedies  that 
require  considerable  expenditures  of  money.  He  at  once 
antagonizes  some  of  those  tax-payers  who  have  no 
direct  personal  interest  in  the  schools,  and  some  who 
have  not  yet  caught  the  spirit  of  this  progressive  age. 

The  most  of  our  schools  compare  favorably  with 
similar  schools  of  adjoining  towns ;  we  have  had,  on 
the  whole,  earnest,  faithful  teachers  welcoming  sugges- 
tions, and  alert  to  catch  new  ideas  which  would  help 
the  children. 
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The  exterior  of  our  school  buildings  are  quite  re- 
spectable and  the  buildings  themselves  are  substantial ; 
the  accommodations,  however,  in  some  of  the  rooms 
and  the  furnishings  of  all  of  them  are  the  poorest  of  any 
within  my  personal  knowledge.  / 

The  primaries  at  the  village  are  already  crowded, 
and  I  deem  it  an  imposition  upon  children  and  teachers 
to  be  subjected  to  such  conditions.  The  increasing  busi- 
ness of  the  village  wTill  naturally  bring  more  people, 
having  some  children  to  school.  To  get  along  because 
we  have  got  along  can  not  be  used  as  an  argument. 
The  comfort  and  health  of  the  pupils  demand  our  at- 
tention and  call  for  measures  of  relief. 

If  the  schools  are  to  be  continued,  where  and  as 
they  are,  very  much  should  be  done.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  desks  and  chairs,  the  East  building  is  in  credit- 
able shape.  The  North  house  needs  a  new  floor 
new  boards,  re-arranging  of  seats,  foundations  pointed, 
etc.  The  Center  building  is  the  best  in  town,  but  hard 
to  heat  by  one  stove.  The  foundations  are  broken, 
which  make  the  floor  very  cold. 

At  the  village  the  Grammar  room  needs  a  new  floor, 
and  some  new  boards;  the  lower  room  should  have 
suitable  desks  and  the  whole  building  should  be  heated 
in  a  better  and  more  economical  wray. 

The  Intermediate  room  is  too  small  for  the  number 
of  pupils ;  even  with  the  double  desks  it  gives  no  ade- 
quate space  in  front  of  them.  It  should  have  most  of 
its  boards  renewed  and  the  floor  is  not  in  the  best  con- 
dition. The  double  desks  in  all  the  rooms  belong  to 
an  age  gone  by. 
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The  schools  at  the  North,  East  and  Center,  for 
causes  heretofore  mentioned,  and  for  reasons  existing 
in  each  individual  locality,  are  not  in  the  condition  they 
should  be ;  they  cannot  easily  outgrow  their  character 
and  surroundings.  They  need  to  be  enthused  with  a 
sense  of  the  value  of  an  education  and  to  feel  the  spirit 
of  an  ambition  for  learning.  This  can  be  done  in  part, 
at  least,  by  uniting,  enlarging,  and  hence  by  better 
grading.  There  is  an  inspiration  in  a  good-sized  school 
and  a  helpful  rivalry. 

Shirley  ought  to  have  a  respectable  high  school  of 
her  own.  We  are  at  present  paying  to  an  adjoining 
town  the  tuition  of  eight  pupils.  Bolton,  with  an  en- 
rollment of  142  pupils,  has  a  high  school  of  20  pupils. 
Lunenburg,  with  an  enrollment  of  238  pupils  (1894-6) 
maintains  a  high  school  of  27  pupils.  A  high  school  at 
home  would  be  an  incentive  to  the  children  of  the  lower 
grades  to  do  better  work  and  remain  longer  in  our 
schools. 

In  view  of  the  needs  and  for  the  betterment  of  our 
schools,  I  recommend  to  the  thoughtful  consideration 
and  action  of  the  committee,  voters  and  tax-payers : 

1.  (a)  The  erection  of  a  new  building  of  three  rooms 
or  the  enlargement  of  the  Intermediate  building  to  one 
of  four  rooms.  We  should  then,  in  either  case,  have  one 
room  in  reserve,  to  be  finished  and  furnished  when  re- 
quired for,  etc.  The  grading  could  then  be  something 
as  follows : 

First  primary,  beginners  and  grade  I ;  Second  pri- 
mary,grades  II  and  III;  Intermediate,  grades IV  and  V; 
these  are  three  schools  in  the  new  building;  Grammar 
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school  of  VI,  VII  and  VIII  and  High  school  of  IX  to  XII 
grades;  these  two  departments  are  in  the  present 
grammar  building. 

Then  establish  at  the  center  a  school  of  the  five 
lower  grades,  and  require  all  pupils  above  the  IV 
grade  to  come  to  the  Village. 

If  this  plan  does  not  seem  advisable,  I  suggest,  (b) 
the  enlarging  of  the  Intermediate  building  to  two  rooms 
and  transporting  the  pupils  from  the  North  to  the 
Center,  with  such  repairing  and  refurnishing  as  are  ne- 
cessary. 

2.  The  appropriation  for  books  and  supplies 
should  be  large  enough  to  allow  the  purchase  of  a  few 
desk-books,  including  a  Bible,  language  exercises,  num- 
ber-cards, busy-work  for  the  primaries,  helps  in  physi- 
ology, map  of  Massachusetts,  some  relief-maps,  etc., 
which  are  the  teacher's  tools  and  implements  for  work. 

3.  All  pupils  in  the  town  should  receive  the  same 
instruction  and  enjoy  the  same  benefits  of  the  music 
teacher. 

CONCLUSION. 

To  the  school  committee,  teachers,  pupils  and  town's 
people  as  far  as  I  have  met  them,  my  thanks  are  given 
for  the  kindly  welcome  extended  to  me,  and  for  the  in- 
terest shown  in  the  work  which  belongs  to  us  all,  and 
which  can  be  better  carried  on  by  laboring  shoulder  to 
shoulder  and  heart  to  heart. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHAS.  L.  CLAY,  Sapt. 


19 


ROLL  OF  HONOR  1895=96. 


The  figures  denote  the  number  of  terms  neither 
absent  or  tardy : 


GRAMMAR, 


Guy  Cook,  1 
Willis  Conant,  1 
Etta  Gately,  1 
Morton  Lawrence,  1 
Florence  McLellan,  1 
George  Provost,  1 


George  Balcom,  1 
Marion  Ballou,  1 
FredHolden,  2 
Mabel  Miner,  3 
George  Pomfret,  2 
Eddie  Wheeler,  1 


Nellie  F.  Cronin,  2 
Katie  A.  Cronin,  2 
Annie  D.  Cronin,  2 
Alice  C.  Dearborn,  2 


NORTH. 

Cora  L>  Sleeper,  1 
Roy  0.  Hatch,  2 
Earl  F.  Sleeper,  1 
Harrison  M.  Hatch,  1 


Alice  M.  Scott,  1 
Lillian  Dale,  1 
Harry  Harvey,  1 


EAST. 

Clara  Dale,  1 
Royal  Towle,  2 
Helen  Mellish,  1 

CENTER. 


Myra  Z.  Hewes,  1 
Edna  R.  Willis,  2 


Edith  Longley,  2 
Herman  E.  Willis,  1 
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INTERMEDIATE. 

Joseph  Allen,  2  Gertrude  Conant,  2 

Arthur  Boucher,  1  Sarah  Conant,  1 

Frank  Gionet,  1  Lena  Gionet,  1 

Carrie  Hume,  1  John  McCool,  1 

Evelyn  Miner,  1  James  Haggerty,  1 

FIRST  PRIMARY. 

Louisa  Devarney,  1  Israel  Devarney,  1 

Rodney  Brown,  1 

SECOND  PRIMARY. 

Angelina  Bruno,  1  Frank  Gardner,  1 

EvaO'Neil,  1  Evelyn  Miner,  1 

Clara  Penaseau,  1 


\ 
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SCHOOLS. 

Grammar, 

Intermediate, 

Second  primary 

First  primary, 

Center, 

North, 

East, 

Totals, 

Totals  1894-5, 
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A  Few  Statistics  For  1895. 


Population  of  town,  1399 

Number  of  legal  voters,  315 
Assessed  valuation  May  1895,  (nearly)  $725,500  00 
Number  of  children  between  five  and 

fifteen  years  of  age,  May  1895,  230 

Number  of  pupils  enrolled,  236 

Number  of  pupils  attending  out  of  town,  8 

Number  of  schools  March  1896,  7 

Special  teacher,  1 

Total  tardinesses,  435 

Total  half-days  of  absence,  7546 

Total  dismissals,  294 


Total  absences  are  equal  to  37  weeks  school  for 
20.4  pupils. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

i 

OF  THE 

RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES 

OF  1  HE 

TOWN  OF  SHIRLEY, 

WITH  OTHER 

STATISTICAL  MATTER, 

FOR  THE 

YEAR  ENDING  MARCH  1,  1897. 


AYER,  MASS. 

HUNTLEY  S.  TURNER,  BOOK  AND  JOB  PRINTER. 


Town  Officers  for  the  Year  1896-97. 


Town  Clerk, 
Jonas  Longley. 

Selectmen, 

Gilbert  M.  Ballou,  D.  Chester  Parsons, 

Henry  M.  Holden. 

Treasurer, 
Henry  Edgarton. 

Assessors \ 

Thomas  L.  Hazen,  D.  Chester  Parsons, 

Melvin  W.  Longley.  • 

School  Committee, 
Jacob  P.  Hazen,  Henry  Edgarton, 

N.  J.  Rowell. 

Auditors, 

John  G.  Conant  Herman  S.  Hazen. 

Trustees  of  Public  Library, 
William  H.  Wilbur,  M.  M.  Nickless, 

M.  J.  Conant,  N.  J.  Rowell, 

M.  J.  Hazen,  Alfred  N.  Blackford. 

Tax  Collector, 
S.  B.  Scott. 


Highzvay  Surveyor, 
John  M.  Adams. 


ANNUAL  REPORTS. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SELECTMEN. 

Shirley,  Mass.,  March  i,  1897. 
To  the  Voters  of  the  Town  of  Shirley: 

Gentlemen  :  The  Selectmen  hereby  submit  the  follow- 
ing report  of  their  work  for  the  year  ending  March  1,  1897  : 


Summary  of  Expenditures. 


Poor 

$2568  47 

Schools 

4373  83 

Highways 

1289  38 

Bridges  and  railings 

116  97 

Snow 

97  26 

Memorial  Day 

25  00 

Interest 

490  85 

Military  aid 

8  00 

State  aid 

518  00 

Soldiers'  aid 

74  60 

Cemetery  trust 

60  90 

Town  cemetery 

22  00 

Library 

150  08 

Transportation  books 

12  50 

Fire  Department 

283  15 

Brush  fires 

311  24 

Salaries 

524  00 

Incidentals 

777  58 

Mitchellville  bridge 

336  74 

Lock-up 

429  85 

Street  lights 

75  00 

New  school-house 

3912  61 

Cattle  inspection 

74  53 

Insurance 

204  10 
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Temporary  loans  $5000  00 

State  Tax  525  00 

County  Tax  753  07 


),278  07 


Total  amount  of  orders  drawn  $23,015  71 

Estimates  for  Year  1897-98. 

Schools  $2300  00 

School  supplies  200  00 

Transportation  50  00 

Tuition  150  00 

Repairs  200  00 

Superintendent  200  00 


$3100  00 


Highways  $1000  00 

Bridges  50  00 

Railings  50  00 


$1100  00 


Poor  $2200  00 

Fire  Department  250  00 

Interest  650  00 

Library  300  00 

Cemeteries  25  00 

Memorial  Day  25  00 

Street  lights  250  00 

Enforcement  of  law  100  00 

Salaries  500  00 
Incidentals                                                   ,      600  00 


$9100  00 
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Financial  Condition. 
Indebtedness. 


Parker  School  Fund 

$2657  57 

laidci  -L,<j[]gie\/  ocnooi  jt  una 

1000 

00 

nui  in  iviiuQicscA  od,vili£S  I33.nK 

1400 

00 

U  llivci  oalloL  kJULICly  IJULC 

1 100 

00 

VJrCUI         O.    VV  Clio  IlUlC 

200 

00 

First  National  Bank  nf  Air^r 

2000 

00 

Tn  fprf»<!l" 

105  36 

Out <?ta ndi nc  ordpr** 

02 

Assets. 

Cash  Balance 

$1812 

36 

Due  from  Collector  for  1896 

1298 

05 

Due  from  State  for  State  and  mill- 

tary  aid 

568 

00 

Due  from  State  for  aid  State  paupers 

536 

60 

Due  from  State  for  fees  cattle  inspec- 

tion 

37 

30 

Due   from    State,    corporation  and 

bank  tax 

537 

22 

Due  from  Mr.  roster,  aid  to  Mrs. 

Foster 

1 1 1 

95 

Due  from  Town  of  Natick 

75 

00 

Due  from  Town  of  Amesbury 

26 

86 

Due  from  Town  of  Lancaster 

122 

30 

Due  from  Town  of  Clinton 

4 

60 

Due  from  City  of  Fitchburg 

21 

00 

Due  from  State,  share  for  Superin- 

tendent of  Schools 

238 

30 

Interest,  Trust  Funds 

80 

20 

#8596  55 


£546974 

Balance  against  the  town  $3 1 26  8 1      n3  f  ^  ' ^ 

Add  loan  for  new  school  house  5°00  00 


Total  indebtedness  March  1,  1897 


£8156  81 
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Trust  Funds. 
Deposited  with  the  International  Trust  Co. 

Israel  Longley  School  Fund  $6000  00 

Israel  Longley  Cemetery  Fund  500  00 

Jerome  Gardner  Cemetery  Fund  500  00 

Parker  School  Fund  5040  57 

John  Henry  Cemetery  Fund  500  00 


$12,540  57 


In  Hands  of  Town  Treasurer. 

George  Rice  Cemetery  Fund  $100  00 

Nathaniel  Day  Cemetery  Fund  200  00 

George  Chandler  Cemetery  Fund  100  00 


$400  00 


GILBERT  M.  BALLOU, 
D.  CHESTER  PARSONS, 
HENRY  M.  HOLDEN, 

Selectmen  of  Shirley. 
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REMARKS. 

The  report  of  the  Committee  on  the  New  School-house 
contains  the  following:  "About  seventy-five  dollars  extra 
for  setting  the  building  back  ten  feet  from  Church. street, 
by  order  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen." 

The  Selectmen  desire  to  correct  this  statement;  the  Com- 
mittee were  not  directed  to  set  the  building  back  ten  feet 
from  the  street,  but  were  warned  not  to  set  the  edifice 
within  the  limits  of  the  street,  which  appearances  indi- 
cated it  was  the  Committee's  intention  to  do. 

The  Committee  then  informed  the  Selectmen  it  was 
their  intention  to  locate  school-house  where  it  now  is,  on 
the  line  of  Church  street. 

In  accordance  with  the  vote  of  the  town,  the  Selectmen 
acting  with  the  Selectmen  of  Ayer,  made  necessary  repairs 
on  the  Mitchellville  Bridge,  at  an  expense  to  this  town  of 
$336.74,  and  report  the  bridge  to  be  in  a  perfectly  safe  con- 
dition for  travel  for  many  years  to  come. 

The  expenditures  in  the  Poor  department  have  been  un- 
usually heavy  this  year,  owing  to  a  large  amount  of  sick- 
ness, principally  among  State  poor,  and  poor  having  settle- 
ments elsewhere;  these  amounts  have  in  many  instances 
been  paid  back  to  the  town,  and  in  the  remaining  cases  the 
town  will  be  reimbursed  for  the  payments  made. 

Three  of  the  town  poor  are  boarded  at  Harvard  Alms- 
house at  the  expense  of  this  town.    It  perhaps  would  be 
saving  to  the  town  should  these  poor  be  boarded  among  our 
own  townspeople,  or  an  almshouse  established. 

As  will  be  noticed,  bills  amounting  to  $800.82  remaining 
unpaid  March  1,  1896,  and  for  which  no  appropriations 
were  made,  were  paid  by  the  Selectmen.  These  with  the 
expenditures  voted  by  the  town  and  not  included  in  tax  levy, 
have  increased  our  town  debt. 


8 


POOR. 

Appropriation  $2200  00 

Received  from  State  184  45 

Received  from  towns  206  17 

Received  from  individuals  23  50 


Due  from  State  $531  60 

Due  from  towns  127  46 

Due  from  individuals  in  85 


Cost  of  town  poor  $1770  85 

Cost  of  State  poor  460  29 

Cost  of  poor,  settlement  elsewhere         337  73 


Aid  to  Luther  E.  Blood. 

Mrs.  T.  Newman  $85  75 

J.  W.  Farrar  1  10 


Aid  to  Mary  J.  Washington. 

Worcester  Lunatic  Hospital  $87  07 

Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  96  00 

G.  M.  Ballou  29 


$2614  12 


770  91 
#3384  03 


$2568  87 


Aid  to  Michael  J.  McGinness  {family). 

City  of  Fitchburg  $51  00 

G.  M.  Ballou  80  00 


$86  85 


83  36 


131  00 


Aid -to  Mrs.  Robert  Tagan. 
City  of  Lowell  45  00 


9 


Aid  to  Charles  E.  Wheeler. 
Worcester  Lunatic  Asylum  $^9  92 

Aid  to  Caroline  Orcutt. 

Mrs.  E.  F.  Cowdrey  $35  00 

A.  F.  Fernald,  M.  D.,  medical  services    21  90 

J.  F.  Brown,  funeral  expenses  1 1  41 


Aid  to  Mary  Dailey. 

P.  H.  Hooley,  coal  $3  25 

G.  F.  Kingsbury  2  01 

Town  of  Ayer  7  49 


$131  85 
Aid  to  Charles  J.  Bruso. 
A.  F.  Fernald,  M.  D.,  medical  services  $60  75 
W.  N.  Cowles,  M.  D.,  medical  services  8  00 
J.  E.  Parsons,  M.  D.  medical  services  4  00 
Massachusetts  General  Hospital  32  00 


Aid  to  Mrs.  John  Gordon. 
A .  F.  Fernald,  M.  D.,  medical  services  $23  00 
H.  O.  Peasley  28  45 

Conant  Bros.  &  Co.  1  25 


68  31 


  12  75 

Aid  to  Armine  Farcier. 
Worcester  Lunatic  Hospital  89  14 

Received  from  Anthony  Farcier  $20  00 
Due  from  A.  Farcier,  1895-96  111  85 


[04  75 


—   52  70 

Aid  to  Mary  Bruso. 
Conant  Bros.  &  Co.  66  95 

Aid  to  Mrs.  Bruno. 
H.  O.  Peasley  7°  00 


Aid  to  William  Ford. 
Mrs.  Loren  Adams 


Aid  to  Mrs.  Eleazer  Rood  ins. 


Conant  Bros.  &  Co 

$2  87 

D.  C.  Parsons 

1  10 

A.  F.  Fernald 

8  20 

S.  B.  Scott 

75 

G.  M.  Ballou  _ 

1  50 

Aid  to  Mrs.  Andrews. 

Town  of  Harvard                              #234  36 

H.  B.  Royal,  M.  D. 

4  5o 

Aid  to  Daniel  H olden. 

Town  of  Harvard  $ 

164  33 

H.  B.  Royal,  M.  D. 

2  50 

Aid  to  Benjamin  Farmer. 

Town  of  Harvard  $) 

[64  33 

H.  B.  Royal,  M.  D. 

5  00 

Miscellaneous. 

A.  F.  Fernald.  aid  to  tramps 

D.  Bruce,  aid  to  tramps 

51  00 

M.  J.  Butler,  aid  to  tramps 

50 

G.  M.  Ballou,  aid  to  tramps 

50 

D.  C.  Parsons,  aid  to  tramps 

2  50 

S.  B.  Scott,  aid  to  tramps 

10  98 

Wm.  M.  Park,  transportation  of  M.  Le- 

cuyer  to  Tewksbury 

4  76 

D.  C.  Parsons,  time  and  expense,  pau- 

per  cases 

12  97 

SETTLEMENTS  ELSEWHERE. 

Aid  to  Mrs.  Clara  Shattuck  {Natick). 
A.  F.  Fernald,  M.  D.  $45  00 

R.  E.  N.  Read  20  00 

D.  C.  Parsons  10  00 

Due  from  Town  of  Natick  $75  00 


$75  00 


Aid  to  Joseph  Pippin  {Oxford). 
H.  O.  Peasley  ;  8  00 

Received  from  Town  of  Oxford  $8  00 

Aid  to  Joseph  Seymour  {Lancaster). 
H.  O.  Peasley  92  00 

Received  from  Town  of  Lancaster    $92  00 

A  id  to  A  ngel ina  Lewis  {Leom  inster) . 
A.  F.  Fernald,  M.  D.  22  50 

Received  from  Town  of  Leominster  $22  50 

Aid  to  Delia  Brosso  and  child  {Clinton). 

Conant  Bros.  &  Co.  $5  00 

H.  Wilson  3  42 

A.  F:  Fernald  66  75 

Mary  Pensaw  4  00 

Mrs.  Bishop  5  00 

G.  S.  Wells  4  60 


27 


Amount   received   from  Town  of 

Clinton  $83  67       '  Q 

Amount  due  from  Town  of  Clinton       4  60  -f^^JK^ 


27 


12 

Aid  to  Theophile  Casey  {Ames bury). 

J.  F.  Brown  .  $7  00 

P.  C.  Parsons  6  00 

H.  Bruce  4  50 


Due  from  Town  of  Amesbury  $17  50 


STATE  POOR. 

Aid  to  George  Devarney. 

A.  F.  Fernald,  M.  D.  $99  00 

D.  C.  Parsons  5  00 

H.  O.Peasley  4  50 

Amount  received  from  State  $71  00 

Amount  due  from  State  37  5° 


$17  50 


Aid  to  Charlotte  Casey  {Amesbury). 
H.  E.  Lawrence  ,  9  56 

Due  from  Town  of  Amesbury  $9  56 


E.  B.  Winterbottom  {Fitchburg). 
W.  H.  Brown  24  50 

Amount  received  from  E.  B.  Winter- 
bottom  $3  50 

Amount  due  from  E.  B.  Winter- 
bottom  21  00 


$24  50     #337  33 


$108  50 


$108  50 
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Aid  to  Trifle t  Devarney. 

A.  F.  Fernald,  M.  D.  $41  25 

A.  F.  Fernald,  M.  D.  28  00 

D.  C.  Parsons  4  OQ 


Amount  received  from  State  $41  25 

Amount  due  from  State  32  00 


$73  25 


Aid  to  Israel  Shiner. 

A.  F.  Fernald,  M.  D.  $26  00 

D.  C.  Parsons  2  00 


Amount  due  from  State  and  allowed  $28  00 


Amount  due  from  State  $140  97 


$73  25 


28  00 


Aid  to  Margaret  Lecuyer. 
A.  F.  Fernald,  M.  D.  35  50 

Amount  received  from  State  $35  50 

Aid  to  Ephraim  Simard. 

H.  O.  Peasley,  1895  $46  80 

H.  O.  Peasley  73  17 

C.  J.  Pierce,  M.  D.  21  00 


[40  97 


Aid  to  Harry  B.  Wilkins,  1895-96. 
Harry  B.  Wilkins  22  05 

Amount  due  from  State  and  allowed  #22  05 

Aid  to  John  Brosso. 
John  Brosso  3  '4 

Amount  due  from  State  and  allowed    $3  14 


14 

Aid  to  Joseph  Cormier. 
Conant  Bros.  &  Co.  $2  45. 

Amount  due  from  State  $2  45 

Aid  to  Mrs.  Peters. 
Conant  Bros.  &  Co.  1  25 

Amount  due  from  State  $1  25 

Aid  to  George  Sibley. 
Conant  Bros.  &  Co.  1  00 

Amount  due  from  State  $125 

Aid  to  G.  Gionet. 

Conant  Bros.  &  Co.  ^18  75 

G.  S.  Wells  3  55 

G.  M.  Ballou  3  13 

H.  A.  Esterbrook  12  25 
D.  C.  Parsons  6  50 


44  18 


Amount  due  from  State  #44  18 
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BILLS  UNPAID  MARCH 

I,  1896. 

J.  E.  L.  Hazen,  oaths 

$ 

50 

D.  C.  Parsons,  oaths 

3 

00 

A.  Adams,  oaths 

3 

00 

G.  J.  Burns,  legal  services 

30 

00 

C.  F.  Worcester,  legal  services 

5 

00 

S.  Sandlin,  officer's  fees 

1 1 

52 

M.  H.  Burns,  janitor 

8 

00 

C.  L.  Clay,  superintendent  of  schools 

93 

75 

Forest  Stanton,  janitor 

8 

40 

Minnie  L.  Holden,  teacher 

114 

00 

Charlotte  L.  Conant 

114 

UU 

Clara  L.  Coffin 

72 

UU 

Laura  A.  White 

54 

00 

Adella  M.  Boutwell 

60 

r\r\ 

Mary  Bayfield 

60 

UU 

C.  J .  Pierce,  M.  D.,  reporting  births,  1894 

2 

75 

C.  J.  Pierce,  M.  D.,  reporting  births,  1895 

4 

5° 

C  J.  Pierce,  M.  D.,  fumigating 

1 

5° 

H.  A.  Sawtell,  officer's  fees 

7 

94 

H.  B.  Royal,  M.  D. 

2 

5° 

H.  0.  Peasley,  poor 

4 

u4 

J.  E.  Gardner,  election  officer 

3 

00 

Morton  Lawrence,  janitor 

44 

00 

G.  M.  Crawford,  lockup  fees 

2 

00 

H.  O  Peasley,  poor 

64 

80 

A.  F.  Fernald,  M.  D.,  poor 

22 

05 

W,  M.  Park,  officer's  fees 

3 

97 

$800  82 


Jeremiah  Flynn 
Mary  Gately 
Mary  A.  Howard 
Julia  O'Keefe 


STATE  AID. 


$48  00 
40  00 
48  00 
46  00 


Ann  M.  Lawrence  24  00 

George  F.  Lewis  48  00 

Wm.  R.  McClellan  48  00 

Johanna  O'Neill,  48  00 

Lydia  Ramsdell  48  00 

Joel  C.  Neat  32  00 

Charles  F.  Smith  44  00 

Daniel  Finnegan  36  00 

Henry  T.  Balcom  8  00 


Amount  repaid  by  State,  $518  00 


8  00 


MILITARY  AID. 

Daniel  Finnegan  $8  00 

Amount  repaid  by  State  $4  00 


SOLDIERS'  AID. 

Mrs.  Gleason  $74  60 

MEMORIAL  DAY. 


Appropriation 

G.  W.  Davis,  team 

G.  F.  Lewis,  lunch 
A.  L.  Parker,  team 

H.  C.  Sherman,  quartermaster 


$25  00 

$4  00 

2  93 

3  00 
15  07 

  $25  00 


INSPECTOR  OF  CATTLE. 

S.  B.  Scott  $74  53 
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HIGHWAYS. 


N.  Hersom  and  T.  Balcom,  gravel 

$19  00 

J.  M.  Adams 

5H  45 

J.  H.  Logue 

63  50 

S.  Sandlin 

84  25 

J.  E.  O'Donnell 

7  90 

G.  S.  .Wells 

21  00 

H.  P.  Barnard 

10  73 

F.  Levaique 

9  90 

F.  Quenty 

9  90 

G.  C.  West 

97  90 

A.  L.  Parker 

21  00 

Chas.  E.  Young 

5  90 

G.  L.  Fairbanks 

33  00 

E.  L.  White 

85  17 

G.  A.  Adams 

no  40 

N.  Bodah  ^ 

91  20 

C.  H.  Miner,  repairs 

20  00 

G.  E.  Allen,  supplies 

8  25 

F.  Wheeler 

1  60 

H.  O.  Peasley,  supplies 

6  37 

G.  M.  Ballou,  supplies 

2  85 

N.  Logue 

24  40 

L.  G.  Strand,  repairs 

5  30 

E.  A.  Jenkins,  gravel 

4  32 

O.  F.  Lawrence,  repairs 

6  00 

N.  A.  Holden,  repairs 

i  CO 

G.  F.  Buxton 

1  00 

W.  H.  Cram,  gravel 

3  00 

E.  G.  Hammond 

10  40 

A.  Wheeler 

75 

B.  Bodah 

1  60 

G.  Holden 

2  80 

F.  L.  Keith,  gravel  supplies 

8  00 

H.  0.  Peasley,  gravel  supplies 

4  64 

D.  C.  Parsons,  gravel  supplies 

1  30 

i8 

BRIDGES  AND  RAILINGS. 


J.  M.  Adams,  labor 

$54  60 

G.  A.  Adams,  " 

17  70 

S.  Sandlin, 

1  60 

N.  Bodah, 

2  40 

N.  Logue,  *'* 

1  60 

G.  M.  Ballou,  supplies 

7  32 

T.  Lambert,  " 

6  00 

E.  A.  Jenkins,  " 

2  94 

G.  S.  Wells, 

9  76 

E.  L.  White 

13  05 

$\i6  97 


MITCHELLVILLE  BRIDGE. 

Town  of  Ayer,  repairs  $336  74 


SNOW,  1895. 


J.  M.  Adams  $3  00 

G.  A.  Adams  80 


$3  80 


SNOW,  1897. 


W.  P.  Conant  $  70 

W.  A.  Sawtell  3  84 

Edmond  Bathrick  3  84 

Patrick  Mitchell  3  44 

H.  S.  Mitchell  48 

Hugh  Mitchell  4  72 

F.  W.  Bruce  1  60 

J.  M.  Adams  12  40 

George  H olden  8  80 

H.  G.  Holden  3  84 
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I  40 


G.  C.  West 

G.  A.  Adams  L  28 

J.  O'Donnell  2  88 

W.  F.  Hewes  17  6Q 

E.  L.  White  10  80 

J.  Whiteley  5  00 

D.  C.  Parsons,  (sundry  persons)  4  60 

M.  Devarney  4  16 

J.  Cormic  2  08 


$93  46 


INTEREST. 

Appropriation  $375  00 

Geo.  S.  Wells  $20  00 

North  Middlesex  Savings  Bank  107  27 

First  National  Bank,  Ayer  142  38 

Universalist  Society  55  00 

International  Trust  Co.  159  95 

T.  L.  Hazen  6  25 

  $490  85 


LOCK-UP. 

Appropriation  $400  00 

W.  H.  Brown,  labor  $19  81 

Berlin  Bridge  Co.,  cells,  etc.  221  37 

G.  M.  Ballou,  materials,  etc.  164  87 

H.  M.  Francis  5  00 
G.  M.  Ballou,  wood,  etc.  3  55 
Conant  Bros.  &  Co,  comforters  3  x5 
W.  H.  Brown,  stove,  etc.  8  40 
R.  M.  Priest,  painting  3  7° 

  $429  85 
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TOWN  INCIDENTALS. 


Appropriation 

J.  E.  L.  Hazen,  oaths,  1895 

$ 

5o 

D.  C.  Parsons,  oaths,  1895 

3 

00 

J.  E.  Gardner,  election  officer,  1895 

3 

00 

Albert  Adams,  oaths,  1895 

3 

00 

G.  J.  Burns,  legal  services,  1895 

30 

00 

C.  F.  Worcester,  legal  services,  1895 

5 

00 

G.  M.  Crawford,  lockup  fees,  1895 

2 

00 

S.  Sandlin,  officer's  fee,  1895 

1 1 

52 

C.  J.  Pierce,  M.  D.,  reporting  births, 

1 094  aim  1 093  • 

0 

75 

H.  A.  Sawtell,  officer's  fee,  1895 

7 

94 

Wm.  M.  Park,  officer's  fee,  1895 

3 

97 

J.  E.  L.  Hazen,  election  officer 

3 

00 

L.  L.  Warren,  election  officer 

O 

00 

Ks.  i\.  warren,  ciccLiun  uiuLcr 

I 

00 

W.  H.  Wilbur,  typewriting 

5° 

W.  H.  Cram,  police  services 

O 

3° 

J.  F.  Brown,  sexton  services 

2o 

00 

J.  F.  Brown,  reporting  deaths 

I 

5° 

J.  P.  Hazen,  election  officer 

O 

00 

vv  m.  ivi.  oargcin 

55 

25 

J.  H.  Logue,  election  officer 

3 

00 

ij.  Vs.  JTLOiQen,  election  ornccr 

3 

00 

J.  P.  Hazen,  land  for  "dump" 

lS 

00 

Z>.    O.  OLULL,  OlllLCI  b  ICC 

T  O 
1  Z 

C  T 

51 

T— T              I  urn  at* 

39 

25 

j.  vv .  ^nciay,  typewriting 

04 

C.  H.  Miner,  election  officer 

6 

00 

A.  B.  Cram,  cleaning  Whiteley  Park 

15 

00 

M.  R.  Warren,  blanks,  letter  file,  etc. 

8 

70 

T.  C.  Hurd,  by-law  clerk's  fee  and 

copies 

8 

75 

D.  C.  Parsons,  postage,  express,  etc. 

3 

24 

2  I 


Lovell  Arms  Co. 

$12 

00 

G.  Farnsworth,  election  officer 

3 

00 

N.  Lpgue,  services  as  watchman 

7 

5o 

VV.  H.  Brown,  pump  center 

10 

15 

R.  W.  Savage,  watering  trough 

3 

00 

Knight  &  Thomas,  fire  extinguishers 

162 

00 

C.  B.  Stevens,  recording  deeds,  etc. 

20 

00 

D.  C.  Parsons,  time  and  expense  to 

Worcester 

3 

86 

D.  C.  Parsons,  time,  car  fare  and  ex- 

pense to  Boston,  state  roads,  by- 

laws, etc. 

10 

84 

L.  J  Papineau,  watchman 

1 

35 

S.  Hobbs  &  Co.,  blanks 

4 

00 

S.  Sandlin,  police  duty 

4 

60 

W.  H.  Brown,  supplies 

1 

25 

J.  H.  Turner,  town  by-laws 

14 

00 

A.  B.  Cram,  police  services 

2 

00 

W.  M.  Park,  officer's  fee 

18 

29 

H.  E.  Lawrence,  watering  trough 

3 

00 

H.  E.  Lawrence,  police  services 

10 

60 

Wm.  H.  Crossman,  police  work 

2 

00 

Thomas  J.  Gately,  police  work 

2 

00 

D.  C.  Parsons,  services  and  expense 

on  Johnston  matter 

16 

90 

T.   L.   Hazen,  assessors'  books  and 

.  postage 

4 

65 

Jonas  Longley,  postage,  express,  etc. 

2 

62 

J.  A.  Hume,  election  officer 

3 

00 

Conant  Bros.  &  Co.,  supplies 

25 

J.  C.  Ayers,  election  officer 

3 

00 

H.  Holden,  election  officer 

6 

00 

W.  F.  Russell,  election  officer 

3 

00 

G.  M.  Ballou,  police  goods,  etc. 

3 

75 

D.  C.  Parsons,  perambulating  Lancas- 

ter line 

2 

00 

D.  C.  Parsons,  keys  to  lockup,  ex- 

press and  telephone  2  20 

R.  M.  Priest,  repairs  on  town  house  1  72 

S.  W.  Longley,  election  officer  3  00 

H.  E.  Lawrence,  officer's  fee  2  42 

S.  B.  Scott,  police  work  2  00 
S.  B.  Scott,  distributing  oy-laws  and 

supplies  6  02 

H.  E.  Edgarton,  car  fares  and  postage  7  70 

P.  B.  Dale,  watering  trough  3  00 

A.  F.  Fernald,  M.  D.,  returning  births  4  50 

S  R.  Holden,  election  officer  3  00 

S.  Farnsworth,  wood  for  town  house  5  00 
H.  M.  Holden,  perambulating  town 

line  1  50 

H.  M.  Holden,  stove  for  town  house  3  00 

W.  E.  Barnard,  refreshments  2  00 

E.  L.  White,  watering  trough  and 

fees  in  Johnston  case  10  25 

J.  W.  Farrar,  supplies  3  32 

Jonas  Longley,  recording  births  16  50 

Jonas  Longley,  recording  deaths  4  10 

Jonas  Longley,  recording  marriages  2  25 

J.  E.  L.  Hazen,  oaths  and  supplies  1  77 

C.  J.  Pierce,  M.  D.,  reporting  births  4  00 

C.  J  Pierce,  M.  D.,  fumigation  5  00 
H.  C.  Owen,  police  work  4  00 
Tower  &  Lyon,  supplies  7  40 

D.  C.  Parsons,  legal  services  30  00 
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FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 


Appropriation 

Will.   n.   OdWICli,  Ldlc  (Jl  llOUSc 

$25 

00 

odidiies  ui  nrernen 

172 

00 

v^oiidiii  ijiub.  oc  *^o.,  supplies 

9 

95 

I       t—|      IvT  inpr  rpnairc 
.   11.  1V1111C1,  1  CjJdll  b 

4 

25 

i  i .  v_7 .  r  cdoicy 

17 

17 

11 .       .   UWCIlo,  1  C  Udli  S 

4 

5o 

W.  H.  Brown,  repairs 

95 

R.  M.  Priest,  repairs 

40 

Cochrane  Chemical  Co.,  supplies 

3  98 

Wright  and  Thomas 

1 

20 

H.  A.  Sawtell,  engineer  and  repairs 

12 

50 

A.  L.  Noe,  steward,  etc. 

21 

25 

J.  A.  Hume,  engineer 

10 

00 

BRUSH  FIRES. 

Sundry  persons 

Amount  received  from  Lunenburg  $15  20 
Amount  due  from  Lancaster  122  30 


TOWN  CEMETERY. 

Appropriation 

EXPENDITURES. 

Frank  L.  Longley  $13  5° 

J.  T.  Brown  3  50 

H.  Mitchell  5  00 


$250  00 


$283  15 


fen  24 
$137  50 


$25  00 


$22  00 
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CEMETERY  TRUST. 

Income  Gardner  Fund  $19  00 

Income  Henry  Fund  19  00 

Income  Longley  Fund  19  00 


EXPENDITURES. 

L.J.  Papineau,  labor  #11  25 

J.  F.  Brown                     '  12  75 

W.  H.  Brown,  pump    '  10  50 

F.  Lawton,  labor  on  mill  H  4° 

C.  H.  Parmenter  12  00 


$57  00 


$60  90 


STREET  LIGHTS. 

Appropriation  $100  00 

G.  M.  Ballou,  posts  and  setting  $9  40 
W.  H.  Brown,  lamps,  lanterns,  etc.  29  37 
J.  B.  Mason,  oil  16  63 

H.  C.  Owens,  care  of  lamps  17  60 
Samson  Cordage  Works  50 
R.  M.  Priest,  setting  glass  1  50 

  $75  00 


INSURANCE. 


J.  P.  Hazen,  school-house  $25  00 

H.  O.  Peasley,  engine  5  10  . 

H.  O.  Peasley,  engine  house  18  00 

J.  P.  Hazen,  new  school  66  00 

J.  P.  Hazen,  new  school  30  00 

H.  O.  Peasley,  public  library  60  00 
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NEW  SCHOOL. 

M.  F.  Prue  &  Son  #3,500  00 

A  F.  Fletcher,  surveying  7  00 

J.  P.  Hazen,  incidentals  9  n 

O 'Toole  Bros.,  furnace  360  00 

W.  H.  Cram  1  ^0 

Smith  Bros.  35  00 


$3,912  61 


SALARIES. 


Appropriation 

G.  M.  Ballou,  Selectman 

$50 

00 

D.  C.  Parsons,  Selectman 

75 

00 

H.  M.  Holden,  Selectman 

40 

00 

D.  C.  Parsons,  Registrar 

5 

00 

H.  M.  Holden,  Registrar 

5 

00 

T.  L.  Hazen,  Assessor 

42 

00 

D.  C.  Parsons,  Assessor 

60 

00 

M.  W.  Longley,  Assessor 

25 

00 

H.  Edgarton,  Treasurer 

65 

00 

H.  Edgarton,  School  Committee 

35 

00 

J.  P.  Hazen,  School  Committee 

35 

00 

Mrs.  N.  J.  Rowell,  School  Committee 

50 

00 

Jonas  Longley,  Town  Clerk 

20 

00 

E.  L.  White,  Auditor,  95-96 

5 

00 

J.  W.  Thacher,  Auditor,  95-96 

5 

00 

Jonas  Longley,  Registrar 

7 

00 

$524  00 


TRANSPORTATION  OF  BOOKS. 

J.  C.  Ayers  $12  50 
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LIBRARY. 


J.  E.  L.  Hazen,  magazine 

$10 

60 

Estes  &  Lauriat,  book's 

40 

89 

W.  M.  Sargent,  binding 

4 

50 

Conant  Bros.  &  Co.,  fuel  and  supplies 

23 

00 

Cummings  &  Remington,  binding 

24 

35 

W.  H.  Crossman,  screens 

5 

50 

A.  M.  Fuller,  labor 

2 

25 

F.  S.  Blanchard  &  Co.,  books 

1 

50 

H.  S.  Turner,  printing 

4 

50 

E.  Miller  &  Co.,  chandelier 

15 

36 

G.  M.  Ballou,  fuel 

3 

00. 

Mary  J.  Hazen,  supplies 

1 

83 

M.  J.  Conant,  magazines 

4 

00 

Geo.  F.  Lewis,  janitor 

8 

5o 

W.  H.  Wilbur 

30 

2150  08 


GUIDE  POSTS. 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  law,  we  sub- 
mit the  following  report : 

Guide  posts  have  been  maintained  within  the  limits  of 
the  town,  in  compliance  with  Chapter  53  of  the  Public 
Statutes  and  Acts  of  Amendments  thereof. 

GILBERT  M.  BALLOU, 
D.  CHESTER  PARSONS, 
HENRY  M.  LONGLEY, 

Selectmen. 
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ENGINEERS'  REPORT. 

Shirley,  February  20,  1897. 

The  Board  of  Engineers  herewith  respectfully  present 
their  annual  report  : 

For  the  year  ending  1896  we  have  had  no  fires,  except 
forest  fires. 

We  have  thirty  men  at  the  present  time. 

Engine  in  good  repair. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

H.  A.  SAWTELL, 
J.  L.  HUME, 

Board  of  Engineers. 


ASSESSORS'  REPORT. 

We,  the  Assessors  of  Shirley,  herewith  submit  our  report 

Town  appropriations  $8,425  00 

State  tax  525  00 

County  tax  753  07 

Overlayings  228  31 


Tax  rate  $12.70  per  $1,000. 

Value  of  personal  estate  $137,536  00 

Value  of  buildings  341,22000 

Value  of  land  251,682  00 


-$730,438  00 


Exempts  $8,365  00 

Number  of  persons  assessed  on  property  229 

Number  of  persons  assessed  on  polls  only  185 
Total  number  of  polls 

Number  of  horses  229 

Number  of  cows  32° 
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5 

1 10 
5o 
306 
9.572 
840 

THOMAS  L.  HAZEN, 
D.  CHESTER  PARSONS. 
MELVIN  W.  LONGLEY, 

Assessors  of  Shirley. 


Number  of  sheep 
Number  of  other  cattle 
Number  of  swine 
Number  of  dwellings 
Number  of  acres  of  land 
Number  of  fowls 


REPORT  OF  COLLECTOR  OF  TAXES 

For  the  Year  Ending  March  i,  1897. 

Tax  for  1895. 

Tax  warrant  $9,673  65 

After  tax  8  46 

Interest  10  92 

 $9>693  03 


Amount  of  payments  $9,294  46 

Abatements  39  19 

Commission  120  92 

Discount  238  46 


),693  03 


Tax  for  1896. 

Tax  warrant  $9,93 1  3 8 

Amount  paid  to  treasurer  8,633  33 


Balance  due  town 


$1,298  05 
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ABATEMENT  OF  TAXES 
For  the  Year  1895. 

Daniel  Andrews,  paid  in  Vermont  $2  00 

Alec  Bulger,  18  years  old  2  00 

Peter  Bulger,  16  years  old  2  00 

E.  F.  Colburn,  paid  in  Boston  2  00 

Wm.  W.  Dodge,  paid  in  Ayer  2  00 

J.  H.  Flynn,  paid  in  Easthampton  2  00 

E.  Pomfret,  19  years  old  2  00 
Mrs.  H.  S.  Shearer,  overtax  on  house,  etc.  1  23 

F.  H.  Taylor,  not  here  2  43 
Timothy  Thomas,  left  town  2  00 
Frank  Wheeler,  not  here  2  00 
George  Wheeler,  not  20  years  old  2  00 
Fitchburg  Savings  Bank,  brick  block  12  30 
Alonzo  E.  Willis,  taxed  in  Ayer  1  23 
W.  J.  Walsh,  taxed  in  Clinton  2  00 
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I  hereby  certify  that  the  above  list  and  the  reasons  are 
correct. 

S.  B.  SCOTT, 

Shirley,  Mass.,  February  17,  1897.  Collector  of  Taxes. 

Middlesex,  ss.  Shirley,  February  17,  1897. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  day. 

D.  CHESTER  PARSONS, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

THOMAS  L.  HAZEN, 
D.  CHESTER  PARSONS, 
MELVIN  W.  LONGLEY, 

Assessors  of  Shirley. 
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LIST  OF  JURORS  FOR  1897-98. 

The  following  list  of  Jurors  has  been  prepared  by  the 
Selectmen  for  the  acceptance  of  the  Town  at  the  Annual 
Meeting,  to  be  held  March  15,  1897. 


Robertus  F.  Colburn, 
Almond  M.  Holden, 
Savillion  W.  Longley, 
John  W.  Farrar, 
John  E.  L.  Hazen, 
Herbert  E.  Lawrence, 
ALphonso  B.  Sparrow, 
Jacob  P.  Hazen, 
John  E.  Gardner, 

Thomas  J.  Gateley 


Fred.  A.  Lawton, 
William  H.  Cram, 
Augustus  B.  Cram, 
James  C.  C.  Parker, 
Charles  H.  Andrews, 
Lewis  L.  Warren, 
Charles  E.  Young, 
Melvin  W.  Longley, 
Thomas  L.  Hazen, 
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TREASURER'S  REPORT. 


1896.  RECEIPTS. 

Mar.    4.    Cash  on  hand 
Mar.  12.    Cash  received  of  Armina 
Foster 

Mar.  20.  Cash  of  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts,  balance 
corporation  tax 

Mar.  20.  Cash  of  S.  B.  Scott,  col- 
lector 

April  6.  Cash  of  S.  B.  Scott,  col- 
lector 

May  5.  Cash  of  S.  B.  Scott, collector 
May  16.    Cash  of  Commonwealth  of 

Massachusetts,  inspection 

of  cattle 

May  25.    Cash  of  First  National  Bank 

of  Ayer,  note 
May  28.    Cash  of  S.  B.  Scott, collector 
June  28.    Cash  of  First  National  Bank 

of  Ayer,  note 
July     1.    Cash  of  International  Trust 

Co.,  interest 
July    1.    Cash  of  S.  B.  Scott 
July    3.    Cash  of  First  National  Bank 

of  Ayer,  note 
July    9.    Cash  of  G.  W.  Sanderson, 

clerk  of  court 
July    9.    Cash  of  Louis  Miller,  license 
July    9     Cash  of  First  National  Bank 

of  Ayer,  interest 
July  30.    Cash  of  S.  B.  Scott 


$2,984  09 
20  00 

5  50 

94  50 

80  51 
86  77 

26  25 

1,000  00 
104  70 

1,000  00 

247  07 
71  20 

1,000  00 

2  38 

6  00 

16  93 
308  63 


Aug.    4.    Cash  of  S.  B.  Scott  $109  14 

Aug.  19.    Cash  of  S.  R.  Scott  125  00 

Sept.    2.    Cash  of  S.  B.  Scott  90  42 

Sept.  29.    Cash  of  S.  B.  Scott  642  30 

Sept.  29.    Cash  of  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts,  state  paup- 
ers 41  25 
Oct.     3.    Cash  of  G.  W.  Sanderson, 

court  fees  2  04 

Oct.    5.    Cash  of  Town  of  Lancaster, 

poor  72" 00 

Oct.    9.    Cash  of  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts,  superin- 
tendent of  schools  312  50 
Oct.   12.    Cash  of  S.  B.  Scott               479  94 
Oct.  12.    Cash  of   Town  of  Oxford, 

poor  8  00 

Oct.  27.    Cash  of  S.  B.  Scott  M59  27 

Nov.    2.    Cash  *of  S.  B.  Scott  4,000  00 

Nov.    2.    Cash  of  Thos.  L.  Hazen, 

note  1,4^7  50 

Nov.  12.    Cash  of  S.  B.  Scott  372  56 

Dec.    2.    Cash  of  Thos.  L.  Hazen, 

note  500  00 

Dec.  10.    Cash  of  Town  of  Clinton, 

poor  30  92 

Dec.  10.    Cash  of  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts,  corpora- 
tion tax  142  50 
Dec.  10.    Cash  of  Commonwealth  of 

Massachusetts,  bank  tax     214  30 
Dec.  10.    Cash  of  Commonwealth  of 

Massachusetts,  State  aid     495  00 
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Dec.  10.  Cash  of  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts,  military 
aid  36  00 

Dec.  11.    Cash  of  S.  B.  Scott  144  72 

Dec.  17.    Cash  of  Commonwealth  of 

Massachusetts,  paupers        62  20 

Dec.  17.  Cash  of  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts,  contagious 
diseases  81  00 

Dec.  28.    Cash  of  S.  B.  Scott  128  50 

1897. 

Jan.     1.    Cash  of  International  Trust 

Co.  235  77 

Jan.     2.    Cash  of  S.  B.  Scott  165  22 

Jan.     4.    Cash  of  S.  B.  Scott  121  02 

Jan.     5.    Cash  of  G.  W.  Sanderson, 

court  fees  1  40 

Jan.     9.    Cash  of  Town  of  Leominster, 

poor       .  22  50 

Jan.   11.    Cash    of    First  National 

Bank  of  Ayer,  note  5,000  00 
Jan.   16.    Cash    of    Alvin  Lawton, 

license  1  00 

Jan.  26.    Cash  of  S.  B.  Scott  205  16 

Jan.   27.    Cash  of  Commonwealth  of 

Massachusetts,  school  fund  362  57 
Feb.    6.    Cash  of  County  Treasurer, 

dog  fund  134  52 

Feb.    6.    Cash  of  Town  of  Lancaster, 

poor  20  00 

Feb.    9.    Cash  of  S.  B.  Scott  201  11 

Feb.  19.    Cash  of  H.  M.  Holden,  use 

of  town  hall  7  00 
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Feb.  19.    Cash  of  Town  of  Clinton, 

poor  $$2  75 

Feb.  23.    Cash  of  S.  B.  Scott  83  52 

Feb.  24.  Cash  of  S.  B.  Scott  80  34 
Mar.    1.    Cash  of  G.  W.  Sanderson, 

court  fees  12  51 
Mar.    1.    Cash  of  E.  B.  Winterbot- 

tom,  rent  3  50 

Mar.    1.    Cash  of  G.  S.  Wells,  license  200 


$24,803  48 


Mar.  Paid  outstanding  orders  #11003 
Mar.    Paid   March    orders    Nos.  1 

to  61  1253  39 

Apr.    Paid    April    orders    Nos.  62 

to  1 14  1 1 14  94 

May.   Paid    May   orders    Nos.  115 

to  175  1535  19 

June.    Paid   June   orders   Nos.  176 

to  235  1894  71 

July.    Paid   July   orders    Nos.  2-36 

to  272  431  38 

Aug.    Paid  August  orders  Nos.  273 

to  316  562  62 

Sept.   Paid    September   orders  Nos. 

317  to  366  777  11 

Oct.     Paid  October  orders  Nos.  367 

to  419  1091  59 

Nov.    Paid   November   orders  Nos. 

420  to  479  5726  44 

Dec.     Paid   December   orders  Nos. 

480  to  522  3413  08 
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i897. 

Jan.     Paid  January  orders  Nos.  523 

to  566  $1151  51 

Feb.    Paid  February  orders  Nos.  567 

to  650  3929  13 

 22,991  12 

Mar.  1.    Cash  on  hand  1,812  36 

$24,803  48 

HENRY  EDGARTON,  Treasurer. 
Shirley,  Mass.,  March  2,  1897, 


AUDITORS'  REPORT. 

To  the  Citizens  of  Shirley : 

We  hereby  certify  that  we  have  examined  the  accounts 
of  the  Selectmen,  Town  Treasurer  and  Overseers  of  the 
Poor,  for  the  year  ending  March  1,  1897,  and  find  them  cor 
rectly  kept,  with  proper  vouchers  for  all  money  paid  out. 

JOHN  G.  CONANT, 
HERMAN  S.  HAZEN, 

Auditors. 
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REPORT  OF  LIBRARY  TRUSTEES. 

The  Library  Trustees  submit  the  following  report  of 
receipts  and  expenditures,  also  of  condition  and  use  of 
Library  during  the  past  year,  and  would  suggest  that  the 
sum  of  $300  be  appropriated  for  the  year  ensuing  : 


Number  of  books  in  circulation  March  1,  1897  21 12 

Number  of  books  of  reference  March  1,  1897  288 

Number  of  days  library  was  open  52 

Number  of  persons  taking  books  244 

Number  of  books  taken  39^3 


Receipts. 

T?  pp<=»ivprl  "from  Tnwn  PTrnrn'nri^tin'n 

#  t  en 

no 

Received  from  fines  and  catalogues 

16 

02 

Received  from  Timothy  Bolton  Fund 

O 

S2 

\ 

Expenditures. 

Estes  &  Lauriat,  books 

49 

Mr.  Grossman,  labor 

I 

00 

Express  and  freight 

65 

Cleaning  library,  Mrs.  Fuller 

3 

45 

Little,  Brown  &  Co.,  books 

4 

10 

Clock  repairs 

2 

5o 

McClure's  Magazine 

1 

00 

Mucilage  and  sundries 

1 

43 

Mr.  Stebbins,  cutting  grass 

1 

85 

J.  E.  L.  Hazen,  magazine 

75 

Estes  &  Lauriat,  books 

11 

12 

Estes  &  Lauriat,  books 

4 

00 

Mr.  Sargent,  rebinding 

3 

30 

Mr.  Crossman,  screens 

5 

50 

Binding  magazines 

24 

35 

Conant  Bros.,  coal 

7 

39 

$169  54 
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Mrs.  Fuller,  cleaning 
Year  book 

H.  S.  Turner,  printing  catalogues 
Century 
Conant  Bros. 
E.  F.  Miller,  lamp 
G.  M.  Ballou,  wood 
Conant  Bros. 
Mr.  Lewis,  janitor 
T.  L.  Hazen,  books 
New  England  and  Cosmopolitan  Mag- 
azines 
Estes  &  Lauriat 
J.  E.  L.  Hazen,  magazines 
Mr.  Sargent,  binding  books 
Mr.  Lewis,  janitor 
Express 


$2  25 
I  50 

4  50 
3  5o 
6  74 

15  36 

3  00 

5  25 
5  50 
1  83 

4  00 
25  77 

9  85 
1  20 
3  00 
30 

  169  43 


W.  H.  WILBUR, 

For  the  Trustees 
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REPORT  of  BUILDING  COMMITTEE 

ON 

New  School-House  in  Shirley  Village. 


To  the  Inhabitants  of  Shirley : 

The  committee  elected  to  have  charge  of  building  the 
new  School  Building  in  Shirley  Village,  submit  the  follow- 
ing report : 


Appropriation  made  by  Town  $5000  00 

Donation  by  C.  F.  Edgarton  and  J.  P. 

Hazen  125  00 


#5125  00 


Expenditures . 

M.  F.  Prue  &  Son  $3500  00 
O'Toole  Bros.  360  00 
Edward  A.  Richardson,  for  land  125  00 
J.  P.  Hazen,  insurance  96  00 
J.  P.  Hazen,  cash  paid  for  fares,  ex- 
press and  telephoning  9  1 1 
Smith  Bros.  35  00 
Frank  Fletcher  7  00 
W.  H.  Cram  1  50 


4133  61 


Balance  in  hands  of  Committee  #991  39 

Bills  remaining  unpaid. 

M.  F.  Prue  &  Son  $893  50 

H.  M.  Francis  125  00 

Mason's  bill  (extra)  150  00 

Stone  Mason  (extra)  75  00 

  #1243  50 
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This  report  shows  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fifty- 
two  dollars  and  eleven  cents  above  appropriations,  and  was 
occasioned  by  extra  work  required  to  meet  the  require- 
ments of  the  state  authorities  on  ventilation,  and  about 
seventy-five  dollars  extra  for  setting  the  building  back  ten 
feet  from  Church  Street,  by  order  of  the  Selectmen.  It 
will,  also  cost  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  to  furnish  seats 
and  black-boards,  to  properly  complete  the  furnishing 
department,  so  that  an  appropriation  of  five  hundred  dol- 
lars ($500)  will  be  ample  to  do  the  rest  of  the  work. 

Your  Committee  congratulate  the  Town  upon  the  com- 
pletion of  a  beautiful  school  building,  with  modern  improve- 
ments, for  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  the  children  and 
youth  of  the  Town,  and  express  the  hope  that  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Shirley  will  realize  a  great  reward  for  what  they 
have  done  for  the  cause  of  education. 

Your  Committee  hereby  tender  their  services  as  Building 
Committee  gratuitously,  and  hope  the  inhabitants  will  be 
satisfied  with  their  work. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

JACOB  P.  HAZEN, 
HENRY  EDGARTON, 
Building  Committee  of  New  School-House. 

Shirley,  Mass.,  March  1,  1897. 
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TOWN  CLERK'S  REPORT  OF  REG 
I  ST  RATION. 

Marriages  in  1896. 
Residence  Shirley  when  not  given. 


Tan  T 

IVTiphapl  ?  Tennir 

Mattie  Mimhrall 

lYXCHLlV    XYA  Uuill  Cllli 

1  CD, 

IU5CUH    VsdlllV,    VJT ctl  UL11GI  , 

M.  L.  Levelley. 

Feb.  17. 

Fred  Surrett,  Leominster, 

Josephine  Pippin. 

Mav  7 

Charles  La  Page, 

TVracrp-ip  Foster 

May  9. 

William  H.  Haskell,  Berlin, 

Louise  A.  Plummer. 

Mav  T/i 

Tnhn  F  Snanlrlincr 

Mplllp  A    Qfpvpn*;    TVTanrhpsif'Pr   IV  T-T 
11  ciiit  J-  v.  oicvcLia,  ivx ci  11  \^  11  cj lci  ,  x>  .  11 

Tune  1  3 

George  Sidelow, 

Fli7a  r^ro7ipr 

Alio-  T 

Tohn  W  Pnmfret 

V^/  Id   ±J  ■     1  C  V  y  a  w  • 

VV  1111CIL1J          UlciV^l  y 

Marv  Gilbert 

uct.  3. 

Will   F  Pnccall 

will  r .  ivusseii, 

Lulu  G.  Carpenter. 

Oct.  19. 

Fred  Qutantay, 

Armina  Foster. 

Oct.  21. 

Waldo  S.  Farnsworth, 

Emily  G.  Watling,  Ayer. 

Nov.  24. 

Charles  A.  Ford, 

Laura  H.  Cook. 

Nov.  25. 

Charles  Nichols,  Burlington,  Mass., 

Hattie  L.  Fuller. 

Dec.  30. 

Carleton  E.  Meador, 

Carrie  E.  Black. 

4i 


Births. 

Thirty-four  births  have  been  registered— twenty  males 
and  fourteen  females. 


Deaths  in  1896. 
*  Birthplace  Shirley  when  not  given. 


T 

Jan.  17.. 

Still-born. 

YRS. 

MOS. 

DYS. 

T  0 

Jan.  18. 

TT             11\,l7tTT•1^•                         T\/r  1 

Harold  W.  Wilkinson,  Maplewood 

I 

8 

8 

Feb.  9. 

Robert  Whitaker,  England 

8 

5 

Feb.  10. 

Miriam  Ballou,  Greenfield 

68 

5 

10 

Mar.  1. 

Clara  D.  Priest,  Ashburnham 

74 

8 

22 

Mar.  2. 

TT*11            /~"      TVT     "IT       1  1 

Ellen  G.  Neil,  Ireland 

80 

Mar.  25. 

A.  E.  Mclntyre 

4 

Mar.  26. 

William  Maxwell,  England 

68 

Apr.  10. 

Caroline  A.  Orcutt,  Athol 

7o 

May  9. 

Peter  Connors,  Ireland 

70 

June  16. 

Frank  Parmenter 

10 

June  30. 

Still-born. 

June  30. 

Effie  B.  Slocomb,  New  Brunswick 

3i 

6 

July  16. 

Lizzie  F.  Randall,  Victory,  Vt. 

29 

21 

Aug.  26. 

Rhoda  M.  L.  Holden 

73 

7 

12 

Sept.  9. 

Charles  Bulger,  N.  B. 

59 

25 

Nov.  1. 

Julia  E.  Scribner,  New  York 

57 

2 

22 

Nov.  6. 

Ellen  Ford,  Ireland 

65 

Nov.  6. 

Ann  M.  Adams,  Townsend 

84 

9 

8 

Nov.  22. 

Nathan  C.  Prouty,  Spencer 

70 

5 

1 1 

Dec.  22. 

Elizabeth  Dumas,  Canada 

55 

5 

18 

Dec.  29. 

John  E.  Nickelson,  Sweden 

64 

27 

Sixty-seven  dogs  have  been  registered  from  May  1,  1886, 
to  May  1,  1897 — sixty  males  and  seven  females. 

Amount  of  fees  received,  $155. 

JONAS  LONGLEY,  Town  Clerk. 
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TOWN  WARRANT. 


Commonwealth  op  Massachusetts, 
middlesex  ss. 

To  Jonas  Longlty,  Clerk  of  the  Town  of  Shirley,  in 
said  County,  Greeting: 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth,  aforesaid,  you 
are  hereby  required  by  posting  an  attested  copy  of 
this  Warrant  at  the  Postoffice  in  Shirley,  and  a  like 
copy  in  the  Postoffice  in  Shirley  Village,  eight  days 
at  least  before  the  time  herein  appointed  for  the 
meeting,  to  notify  and  warn  all  the  legal  voters  of 
said  Town,  to  assemble  in  the  Town  Hall,  on  Mon- 
day, the  fifteenth  day  of  March  instant,  at  ten  o'clock 
and  thirty  minutes  in  the  forenoon,  to  give  in  their 
votes  on  one  ballot,  for  a  Town  Clerk,  three  Select- 
men, and  three  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  three  Asses- 
sors, Treasurer,  one  School  Committee  for  three 
years,  two  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library  for  three 
years,  two  Auditors,  Collector  of  Taxes,  three  Con- 
stables, and  one  Surveyor  of  Highways;  also,  to  vote 
Yes  or  No  on  the  question:  Shall  license  be 
granted  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  in  this 
Town.  The  Polls  will  be  open  at  eleven  o'clock  in 
the  forenoon,  and  may  be  closed  at  three  o'clock  P. 
M.,  of  said  day.  Also,  to  act  on  the  following 
Articles: 

Article  i.    To  choose  a  Moderator. 

Art.  2.  To  choose  all  officers  not  required  by  law 
to  be  chosen  by  ballot. 
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Art.  3.  To  hear  the  report  of  the  Selectmen 
and  act  thereon. 

i  Art.  4.  To  see  what  sum  of  money  the  town 
will  raise  and  appropriate  for  the  support  of  schools, 
and  the  poor,  highways  and  bridges,  fire  department, 
enforcement  of  law,  interest  on  notes,  library,  ceme- 
teries, Memorial  Day,  street  lights,  salary  of  officers, 
transportation  of  library  books,  and  all  other  neces- 
sary and  incidental  expenses  of  the  town  for  the 
ensuing  year. 

Art.  5.  To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take 
in  relation  to  the  collecting  of  taxes. 

Art.  6.  To  see  if  the  town  will  fix  the  salary  of 
the  Tax  Collector  or  act  thereon. 

Art.  7.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the 
Town  Treasurer  to  borrow  money  in  anticipation  of 
taxes  or  act  thereon. 

Art.  8.  To  see  if  the  town  will  accept  or  alter 
the  list  of  jurors  as  prepared  by  the  Selectmen. 

Art  9  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appro- 
priate any  sum  of  money  to  drain  and  repair  the 
street  leading  from  the  Village  Hall,  in  Shirley 
Village,  to  South  street,  so  called,  or  act  thereon. 

Art.  10.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  choose 
a  Park  Commissioner. 

Art.  11.  To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take 
relative  to  the  claim  against  the  Nashoba  Manu- 
facturing Company  for  damages  to  highways,  caused 
by  the  breaking  of  portion  of  dam  near  Mitchellville 
bridge,  so  called. 

Art.  12.  To  see  if  the  town  will  adopt  the  pro- 
visions of  Chapter  264,  Laws  of  1890,  relating  to 
Public  Cemeteries. 
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Art.  13.  To  see  if  the  town  will  elect  three 
Commissioners  of  Cemeteries  as  provided  in  Chapter 
264  of  the  Laws  of  1890. 

Art.  14.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appro- 
priate the  sum  of  fifty  dollars  for  the  purpose  of 
laying  out  new  lots  in  the  Village  Cemetery  or  act 
thereon. 

Art.  1 5.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  authorize 
the  Selectmen  to  sell  or  remove  the  No.  8  Brick 
School-house  or  act  thereon. 

Art.  16.  To  see  if  the  town  will  raise  and  appro- 
priate the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  for  the  purpose 
of  furnishing  the  new  school-house  with  seats  and 
black-boards  or  act  thereon. 

Art.  17.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  finish 
the  upper  room  in  the  new  school  building  or  act 
thereon. 

Art.  18.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept 
the  provisions  of  Sections  267,  268,  269  of  Chapter 
417  of  the  Acts  of  1893,  and  the  acts  in  amendment 
thereof  or  act  thereon. 

Art.  19.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  borrow 
the  sum  of  twenty-six  hundred  and  fifty-seven  dollars 
and  fifty-seven  cents  for  the  purpose  of  paying  the 
indebtedness  of  the  town  to  the  Parker  School  Fund 
or  act  thereon. 

Art.  20.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  borrow 
the  sum  of  ten  thousand  dollars  for  the  purpose  of 
paying  the  floating  indebtedness  of  the  town  or  act 
thereon. 

Art.  21.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  purchase 
the  shades,  fixtures,  etc.,  belonging  to  the  disbanded 
Shirley  Engine  Company,  and  raise  and  appropriate 
a  sum  of  money  therefor  or  act  thereon. 
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Art.  22.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  establish 
an  Almshouse  or  act  thereon. 

Art.  23.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  raise 
and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  to  establish  an 
Almshouse  or  act  thereon. 

Art  24.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  repair 
the  bridge  near  the  engine  house  at  Shirley  Village 
and  raise  and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  therefor 
or  act  thereon. 

Art.' 25.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  revoke 
the  acceptance  of  Chapter  374,  of  the  Acts  of  1895 
or  act  thereon. 

Art.  26.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  employ 
a  Town  Physician,  the  salary  to  be  fixed  by  bid,  or 
act  thereon. 

Art.  27.  To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take 
relative  to  the  claim  of  Joseph  Seymour. 

Art.  28.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  grant 
lots  in  the  Village  Cemetery  to  all  persons  who  now 
have  lots  that  the  town  has  not  voted  to  grant  them 
or  act  thereon. 

Art.  29.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  fix  the 
salary  of  the  Highway  Surveyor  or  act  thereon. 

Hereof,  fail  not  and  make  return  of  this  Warrant 
with  your  doings  thereon  to  one  of  the  Selectmen, 
at  or  before  said  meeting. 

Given  under  our  hand  at  Shirley,  this  fourth  day 
of  March,  A.  D.  1897. 

G.  M.  BALLOU, 

D.  CHESTER  PARSONS, 

HENRY  M.  HOLDEN, 

Selectmen  of  Shirley. 
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By-Laws  of  the  Town  of  Shirley. 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 
Middlesex,  ss. 

At  the  Superior  Court  begun  and  holden  at  Lowell,  in  said 
County  of  Middlesex,  on  the  second  Monday  of  March,  being 
the  thirteenth  day  of  said  month,  Anno  Domini  1882,  the 
following  By-Laws  of  the  Town  of  Shirley  are  presented  to 
this  Court  for  approval,  to  wit : 

ARTICLE  I. 
Truant  Children  and  Absentees  from  School. 

Sec.  1.  The  Town  of  Shirley  hereby  avails  itself  of  the 
several  provisions  of  the  Statues  of  this  Commonwealth,  now 
in  force,  relating  to  habitual  truants  and  absentees  from 
school,  and  in  pursuance  of  authority  conferred  thereby, 
adopts  the  following  by-laws. 

Sec.  2,  All  children  between  the  ages  of  seven  and  fif- 
teen years,  residing  in  said  town,  who  shall  be  convicted  of 
being  habitual  truants,  or  of  wandering  about  in  the  streets 
or  public  places  of  said  town,  having  no  lawful  occupation 
or  business,  not  attending  school,  and  growing  up  in  igno- 
rance, shall  be  committed  to  the  "  House  of  Reformation  for 
Juvenile  Offenders,"  now  called  the  <l  Lowell  Reform  School." 

Sec.  3.  Two  or  more  truant  officers  shall  be  appointed 
annually,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  inquire  into  all  the  viola- 
tions of  the  truant  laws  and  of  the  law  relating  to  compulsory 
education,  and  to  do  all  the  acts  required  of  them  by  the 
laws  of  the  Commonwealth. 

Sec.  4.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  every  truant  officer,  pre- 
vious to  making  any  complaint  under  these  laws,  to  notify  the 
truant,  or  absentee  from  school,  also  his  parent  or  guardian 
of  the  offence  committed,  and  of  the  penalty  therefor,  and  if 
the  truant  officer  can  obtain  satisfactory  pledges  for  the  re- 
straint and  reformation  of  the  child,  he  may  at  his  discretion 
forbear  to  prosecute,  so  long  as  such  pledges  are  faithfully 
kept. 
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Sec.  5.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  school  committee,  the 
teachers  of  the  public  schools,  and  the  citizens  generally,  to 
aid  the  truant  officers  as  far  as  possible,  in  the  discharge  of 
their  duties. 

Sec.  6.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  truant  officers  to  keep 
a  full  record  of  all  their  official  acts,  and  make  an  annual 
report  thereof  to  the  school  committee,  who  shall  publish  the 
same  with  their  own  report. 

Sec.  7.  Nothing  in  these  by-laws  shall  be  so  construed  as 
to  alter  or  impair  the  obligation  and  duty  of  teachers  to  en- 
force punctuality  and  regularity  of  attendance,  and  to  pre- 
serve good  order  and  discipline. 

Sec.  8.  All  by-laws  concerning  truants  and  absentees  from 
school  which  have  been  adopted,  prior  to  the  adoption  of  this 
article,  are  hereby  repealed. 

Sec.  9.  This  article  of  the  by-laws  shall  take  effect  five 
days  after  approval  by  justice  of  the  Superior  Court. 

Which  said  by-laws  being  seen  and  understood  by  the 
Court,  are  on  this  ninth  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1882,  approved. 

In  testimony  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  Rec- 
ord, I  hereto  set  my  hand  and  affix  the  seal  of  said 
Court,  this  tenth  day  of  May,  A.  D.  1882. 

THEO.  C.  HURD,  Clerk. 


COMMONWEALTH  OF  MASSACHUSETTS. 
Middlesex  ss. 

At  the  Superior  Court  within  and  for  the  County  of 
Middlesex,  Anno  Domini,  1896. 

The  following  By-laws  of  the  Town  of  Shirley  in  said  County, 
are  presented  to  this  Court  for  approval,  to  wit : 

ARTICLE  I. 

Sec  1.  The  annual  town  meeting  shall  be  held  the  third 
Monday  of  March  of  each  year. 

Sec.  2.  The  financial  year  of  the  Town  shall  begin  with  the 
first  day  of  March  of  each  year. 
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Sec.  3.  The  annual  reports  of  the  town  officers  shall  be  dis- 
tributed by  mail  or  otherwise  to  each  resident  voter  and  tax- 
payer, and  to  all  non-resident  tax-payers  at  least  five  days  be- 
fore each  meeting. 

Sec.  4.  No  action  shall  be  had,  at  any  town  meeting,  on  the 
report  of  any  committee  previously  chosen,  unless  the  subject 
matter  shall  be  specified  in  the  warrant  calling  such  meeting. 

ARTICLE  II. 

Sec.  1.  Three  or  more  persons  shall  not  stand  in  a  group  or 
near  to  each  other,  on  any  sidewalk,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  ob- 
struct a  free  passage  for  foot  passengers,  for  a  longer  time  than 
five  minutes,  nor  after  a  request  to  move  on,  made  by  any  of 
the  selectmen,  constables  or  police  officers  of  the  town. 

Sec.  2.  No  person  shall  ride  or  drive  unnecessarily,  on  any 
of  the  streets  of  the  town. 

Sec.  3.  No  person  shall  pasture  any  cattle,  or  any  other  ani- 
mals, in  any  of  the  streets  of  the  town  without  a  keeper. 

Sec.  4.  No  person  shall  tie  or  fasten  any  horse,  cattle,  or 
team  to  any  of  the  trees  planted  in  any  public  highway,  street 
or  public  lands  in  the  Town,  or  to  any  structure  put  up  for  the 
protection  of  such  trees,  or  except  for  necessary  repairs,  drive 
into,  or  affix  to  such  trees  or  structure  any  nails,  spikes,  staples 
or  signboards. 

Sec.  5.  No  person  shall  place  any  obstruction  in  any  street 
or  on  any  sidewalk,  and  allow  the  same  to  remain  there  without 
first  obtaining  the  consent,  in  writing,  of  the  Board  of  Select- 
men. 

Sec.  6.  No  person  shall  place  or  cause  to  be  placed  in  any 
public  street  or  way  of  the  Town  any  rubbish,  ashes  or  garbage 
except  for  the  purpose  of  immediate  removal  therefrom. 

Sec.  7.  No  person  shall  throw  the  carcass  of  any  animal  into 
any  of  the  ponds,  or  streams  of  water  within  the  limits  of  the 
town,  or  suffer  or  leave  any  such  carcass  to  decay  on  the  sur- 
face of  the  ground,  or  to  be  insufficiently  buried  therein,  near 
any  building,  public  way  or  place. 
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Sec.  8.  No  person  shall  foul  any  well,  spring,  brook,  pond  or 
stream  of  water  with  any  substance  which  shall  kill  the  fish 
therein,  or  create  offensive  smells  thereform  so  as  to  injure  the 
public  health  or  annoy  the  inhabitants  of  the  Town. 

Sec.  9.  No  person  shall  drain  their  sink,  stable,  cesspool, 
outbuilding  or  any  offensive  matter  into  the  public  highway, 
street  or  public  grounds.  Any  person  violating  this  by-law  who 
neglects  or  refuses  to  stop  such  drainage  upon  notice  of  the 
Board  of  Health  so  to  stop  the  same,  fixing  the  time  when  such 
drain  shall  be  stopped,  shall  forfeit  and  pay  a  fine  not  exceeding 
five  dollars  for  each  day  such  neglect  or  refusal  may  continue. 

Sec.  10.  No  person  shall  throw  paper,  hand  bills,  or  adver" 
tising  sheets  of  any  kind  in  the  public  streets  of  the  town  and 
no  person  shall  make  any  marks,  letters,  or  figures  of  any  kind 
or  post  any  bills  upon  any  wall,  fence,  post,  tree,  building,  or 
structure,  without  the  permissionxof  the  owner  thereof. 

Sec.  11.  No  person  shall  wantonly  injure,  mar,  or  destroy, 
any  fence,  sign  board,  guide  board,  awning,  lamp  post  or  lan- 
tern in  any  street  in  said  Town. 

Sec.  12.  No  person  shall  spit  tobacco  juice  on  the  floor  of 
any  room  in  any  public  building,  or  on  the  floor  of  any  hallway 
or  entrance  to  any  public  building  in  said  Town. 

Sec.  13.  No  person,  other  than  an  abuttor  thereon,  and 
those  having  charge  of  the  streets,  shall  make  any  bonfire  or 
other  fire  in  any  of  the  streets,  avenues  or  public  way  of  said 
Town. 

Sec.  14.  No  person  shall  bathe,  or  swim,  in  any  public  or 
exposed  place  in  Town  without  being  clothed  in  a  proper  bath, 
ing  suit. 

Sec.  15.  No  person  shall  course,  coast,  or  slide  down,  in  or 
along  any  of  the  sidewalks  or  streets  of  the  Town,  upon  any 
hand-sled,  board,  jumper  or  otherwise,  except  at  such  places  and 
under  such  restrictions  and  regulations  as  the  Board  of  Select- 
men shall  first  designate  and  require,  and  specify  in  writing. 
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Sec.  1 6.  No  person  shall  play  at  ball,  or  throw  balls,  stones, 
snowballs  or  footballs  or  throw  any  missiles  by  hand  or  other- 
wise within  any  of  the  public  streets  of  the  Town,  or  do  the 
same  in  any  of  the  public  grounds  of  the  town  without  the  per- 
mission of  the  Board  of  Selectmen  first  obtained  in  writing. 

Sec.  17.  No  person  shall  fire  or  discharge  any  gun,  fowling 
piece,  pistol  or  fire-arms  or  set  fire  to  any  material  known  as 
"fireworks"  or  other  combustible  matter,  or  throw  any  such 
lighted  fireworks  in,  into  or  across  any  of  the  streets  or  side- 
walks of  the  town,  except  upon  the  Fourth  of  July  of  each  year, 
without  the  permission  of  the  Board  of  Selectmen  first  obtained 
in  writing. 

Sec.  18.  Whenever  the  word  "  street  or  streets  "  is  men- 
tioned in  these  by-laws,  it  shall  be  understood  as  including 
alleys,  courts,  public  squares,  and  it  shall  also  be  understood  to 
include  sidewalks,  unless  the  contrary  is  expressed. 

Sec.  19.  Any  person  violating  any  of  the  provisions  of  the 
preceding  sections  of  this  article  shall,  except  otherwise  pro- 
vided, be  punished  by  a  fine  not  exceeding  twenty  dollars  for 
each  and  every  offence,  to  be  recovered  by  complaint  before 
any  trial  justice,  or  district  court  in  the  County  of  Middlesex 
having  jurisdiction  over  the  Town. 

Sec.  20.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  selectmen,  constables 
and  police  officers  to  prosecute,  and  any  person  injured  may 
prosecute  any  violation  of  any  of  the  preceding  sections  of  this 
article,  by  complaint  as  hereinbefore  mentioned,  provided,  how- 
ever, that  all  prosecutions  shall  be  commenced  within  three 
months  from  the  date  of  any  such  violation. 

ARTICLE  III, 

Sec.  1.  All  penalties  recovered  for  a  violation  of  any  of  the 
foregoing  by-laws  shall  be  paid  into  the  treasury  of  the  Town  to 
be  applied  to  such  use  as  the  Tcwn  from  time  to  time  shall 
direct. 
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Sec.  2.  These  by-laws  shall  take  effect  five  days  after  their 
approval  by  the  justice  of  the  Superior  Court. 

Sec.  3.  All  by-laws  adopted  by  the  Town  prior  to  the  adop- 
tion of  this  code  are  hereby  repealed,  except  the  by-laws  con- 
cerning "Truants  and  Absentees  from  School." 

Which  said  By-laws  being  seen  and  understood  by  Court,  are 
on  this  30th  day  of  June,  A.  D.  1896,  approved. 

In  testimony  that  the  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  Rec- 
[seal.]  ord,  I  hereto  set  my  hand  and  affix  the  seal  of  said 
Court,  this  second  day  of  July,  A.  D.  1896. 


THEO.  C.  HURD,  Clerk. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

School  Committee 

AND 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 

OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  SHIRLEY 

FOR  THE 

*   YEftR  1896-97.  * 


AYER,  MASS. 
HUNTLEY  S.  TURNER,  BOOK  AND  JOB  PRINTER. 
l897. 


MEMBERS  OF  SCHOOL  BOARD. 


Mrs.  N.  J.  Rowell.  Term  expires  1897 
Henry  Edgarton.  Term  expires  1898. 
Jacob  P.  Hazen.    Term  expires  1899. 


ORGANIZATION. 

Henry  Edgarton,  Chairman. 

Mrs.  N.  J.  Rowell,  Secretary  and  Supply  Agent. 

Chas.  L.  Clay,  Superintendent  of  Schools. 
Residence,  Harvard,  Mass. 


SCHOOL  ASSETS. 


Appropriations 

$2800  00 

1896. 

Oct.  9.    Com.  of  Mass.  Supt. 

312  50 

1897. 

Jan.  1.    Longley  Fund 

238  55 

Jan.  1.    Parker  Fund 

192  03 

Com.  of  Mass.  School  Fund 

362  57 

County  Treas.,  Dog  Fund 

133  52 

Com.  of  Mass.,  due  §  year,  Supt.  < 

3-28th 

of  $1250.00 

Teachers 

$3007  30 

Janitors 

236  65 

Repairs 

165  45 

Supplies 

242  37 

Fuel 

132  05 

Transportation 

45  00 

Incidentals 

40  55 

Superintendent 

504  46 

$4373  83 


SCHOOLS. 


SUPERINTENDENT. 


Charles  L.  Clay 


$504  46 


TEACHERS. 


Minnie  Holden 
Charlotte  L.  Conant 
Clara  Louise  Coffin 
Lura  A.  White 
Adella  M.  Boutwell 
Mary  Bayfield 
Mrs.  Gates-Lockhart 
Grace  I.  Chapin 
Rose  McGowan 
Jennie  B.  Sanborn 
Ethel  L.  Stratton 
Mabel  P.  Conant 
Amy  M.  Carter 
Addie  M.  Quimby 
Harriet  N.  Stone 
Laura  M.  Merriam 


#446  50 
114  00 
444  00 
342  00 
190  00 
190  00 
114  00 
225  00 
250  00 
139  00 
207  00 
171  00 
4  80 
90  00 
32  00 
48  00 


#3007  30 


SUPPLIES 

Houghton,  Miffln  &  Co.  $g  80 

J.  L.  Hammett  Co.  73  79 

Mrs.  Gates-Lockhart  2  40 

D.  C.  Heath  &  Co.  5  27 

New  Century  Educational  Co.  7  20 
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Silver,  Burdett  &  Co. 

*7  T 

Ginn  &  Co. 

28 

OA 

Wm.  M.  Sargent 

3 1 

Conant  Bros.  &  Co. 

2 

83 

Chas.  L.  Clay 

I  c 

I  C 

Werner  School  Book  Co. 

12 

71 

W.  H.  Wilbur 

2 

OI 

H.  (X  Peasley 

6 

88 

Maynard  &  Duncan 

1 

20 

h,.  h,.  r>abb  oz  Uo. 

8 

04 

Kva  M.  Harrington 

2 

00 

T    "FT   T  Hq7pti 

1 

00 

JANITORS. 

Morton  E.  Lawrence 

$6 1 

50 

Eorpst  Stanton 

5/ 

W.  J.  Baker 

30 

75 

T  T       /"»  S~\ 

H.  C.  Owens 

75 

Alice  Dawborn 

1 1 

70 

i\/r   r  t  i),1Vvi 
lvi.  o.  rsurns 

24 

00 

L.  b.  r  uiier 

5 

45 

REPAIRS. 

Morton  E.  Lawrence 

$ 

50 

W.  H.  Crossman 

75 

H.  C.  Owens 

10 

35 

H.  A.  Sawtell 

46 

53 

W.  H.  Brown 

3 

40 

L.  W.  Phelps 

95 

17 

Barstow  Stove  Co. 

40 

F.  S.  Potter 

4 

40 

R.  M.  , Priest 

50 

L.  Sherwin  &  Co. 

1 

00 

G.  M.  Ballou 

1 

45 

$242  37 


$236  65 


#165  45 
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TRANSPORTATION. 

Geo.  Holden  $25  00 

E.  D.  Longley  20  00 


FUEL. 

J.  P.  Hazen  $30  00 

Samuel  Farnsworth  50  00 

H.  O.  Peasley  52  05 


INCIDENTALS. 

James  Gately,  cleaning  $15  50 

J.  A.  Sargent,  cleaning  2  25 

M.  H.  Burns  3  50 
W.  H.  Cram,  transportation  of  Mrs. 

Gates-Lockhart  6  00 

Mrs.  N.  J.  Rowell,  express,  etc.  4  30 

H.  C.  Owens,  truants  9  00 


$45  00 


$132  05 


#40  55 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Board,  held  Tuesday,  February  9,  • 
1897,  the  Superintendent  of  Schools  submitted  his  annual 
report,  which  was  accepted  and  adopted  as  the  report  of 
the  School  Committee  for  the  year  ending  March  1,  1897- 

HENRY  EDGARTON, 
N.  J.  ROWELL, 
JACOB  P.  HAZEN, 

School  Committee. 


SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT. 


To  the  School  Committee  of  Shirley: 

I  have  the  honor  to  submit  to  you  my  second  report  for 
the  year  ending  March  i,  1897. 

Before  entering  upon  a  few  details  relating  more  partic- 
ularly to  our  own  schools,  I  wish  to  present  some  items  of 
interest,  general  to  the  district  of  Bolton,  Boylston,  Har- 
vard and  Shirley,  taken  from  the  Fifty-ninth  Annual  Report 
of  the  State  Board  of  Education,  1894-5,  and  from  the 
advance  sheets  of  the  Sixtieth  Report  1885-6.  The  valu- 
able reports,  suggestions,  recommendations,  etc.,  of  our 
State  Secretary  and  his  co-laborers  do  not  reach  the  com- 
mon people,  the  great  body  of  the  patrons  of  our  schools. 

SCHOOL  ATTENDANCE. 

The  number  of  persons  in  the  State,  May  1,  1895, 
between  5  and  15,  was  417,335  ;  the  number  of  all  ages  in 
the  public  schools  for  1895-6  was  424,353,  an  increase  of 
11,400;  the  average  attendance  321,685,  an  increase  of 
7,992 ;  the  percentage  of  attendance  was  92 ;  in  Bolton  it 
was  91,  Boylston  91,  Harvard  91,  Shirley  90. 

School  attendance  and  truancy  was  investigated  and 
reported  upon  in  1894-5,  in  fifty  cities  and  towns  containing 
26,968  pupils  between  8  and  14;  one  of  these  towns,  Box- 
boro,  was  contiguous  to  our  district;  of  the  number  who 
failed  to  attend  school  the  required  140  days  of  the  school 
year,  1,398  were  on  account  of  disability  (excusable  causes), 
1,380  parental  neglect  (which  includes  indifference,  indolence, 
carelessness  and  cupidity  on  the  part  of  the  parent,  visiting 
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by  the  child  and  working  during  term  time),  125  truancy, 
28  distance  from  school,  49  want  of  suitable  clothing,  269 
sundry  kinds  of  work.  Had  this  district  been  included  in 
the  investigation  the  result  would  not  have  been  much  dif- 
ferent, for  each  town  is  "guilty"  to  some  degree. 

The  report  says,  "It  is  not  apparent,  too,  that  neither  the 
officials  nor  the  parents  have  an  abiding  sense  of  the  privi- 
leges afforded  the  children  by  the  schools,  or  of  the  evil 
effects  of  irregular  attendance  upon  the  children.  And  is  it 
not  true  that  there  is  in  the  community  a  lack  of  intelli- 
gence concerning  the  duty  of  properly  restraining  children, 
in  order  that  they  may  form  habits  of  regularity,  industry, 
order,  patience,  perseverance  and  self-control  ?  These  are 
habits  which  fit  the  child  to  be  a  good  citizen.  To  aid  in 
forming  them  is  one  of  great  ends  for  which  schools  are 
maintained." 

• 

TEACHERS  AND  WAGES. 

The  number  of  different  teachers  employed  in  the  State 
was  12,275;  of  whom  1,078  were  men,  11,197  women.  Of 
these,  only  4,540  have  attended  Normal  schools.  The  men 
received  on  an  average  $136.03  a  month;  the  women 
$50.30.  In  our  district  the  average  wages  for  women  was  : 
Bolton  $32.67,  Boylston  $39.44,  Harvard  $32.67,  Shirley 
$40.54  ;  for  1896-7,  Bolton  $34.00,  Boylston  $41  34,  Harvard 
$34.26,  Shirley  $37-24- 

The  demand  for  teachers  of  professional  training  is  con- 
stantly increasing.  Over  1,500  vacancies  occur  annually  in 
the  schools,  while  the  Normal  schools  graduate  only  about 
300. 

NUMBER  OF  SCHOOLS  AND  TRANSPORTATION. 

According  to  the  popular  local  count  there  are  4,539 
schools  (by  count  of  rooms  9, 1 53)  a  decrease  of  51,  which  is 
explained  by  the  process  now  going  on  of  consolidating  fee- 
ble and  scattered  rural  schools  into  stronger  central  ones 
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and  transporting  the  children  thereto.  The  amount  ex- 
pended for  such  transportation  in  1895-6  was  $91,136.1 1  

an  increase  of  $14,527.82  over  1894-5.  213  towns  made 
returns  for  transportation  expenses,  ranging  from  $1.55, 
$3.00  and  $5.00  for  Carver,  Goshen  and  Swansea  respec- 
tively, to  $2,195,  $2,523  75  and$2,699.85  for  Concord,  Lex- 
ington and  Weston  respectively.  The  secretary  says, 
"While  vexatious  questions  not  unfrequently  arise  about  the 
necessity,  the  kind,  the  extent,  the  distance  and  the  cost  of 
transportation,  the  general  policy  of  transportation  as  a  fac- 
tor in  the  solution  of  the  question  as  to  what  can  be  done 
for  small,  ungraded  schools  in  sparsely  settled  regions  of  the 
State  is  proving  to  be  very  helpful. 

"  The  school  committee  has  no  right  to  spend  money  for 
transportation  without  the  town  specifically  authorizes  such 
expenditure,  but  when  authorized  by  vote  of  the  town,  it 
has  absolute  charge  of  the  settlement  of  details.  What- 
ever the  committee  does,  it  is  always  under  statutory 
obligation  to  provide  convenient  schooling  for  every  eligible 
child.  Schooling  is  made  convenient  by  locating  the 
school-house  near  the  child,  or  transporting  the  child  to  the 
school-house.  What  is  a  reasonable  walking  distance  the 
committee  must  decide  for  itself.  Little  children  should 
not  be  made  to  walk  over  a  mile,  while  those  of  grammar- 
school  age  may  walk  a  mile  and  a  half  or  even  more.  Con- 
ditions will  modify  this  statement.  Transportation  should 
not  be  made  to  reduce  sturdiness,  self-reliance  and  reason- 
able self-denial  in  boys  and  girls.  It  cannot  be  made  equally 
convenient  for  all  families.  It  often  has  to  be  made  par- 
tial for  some  while  complete  for  others." 

THE  RURAL  SCHOOL  PROBLEM. 

There  are  more  than  1,000  rural  schools  in  the  State 
classed'  under  three  heads  : 

1.  A  few  schools  in  the  outskirts  of  large  towns.  We 
have  no  large  ones  in  our  district. 
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2.  Those  found  in  smaller  towns  having  villages  of  suf- 
ficient size  to  allow  a  partial  grading  of  the  central  schools. 
Bolton  has  3  such,  Harvard  2,  Shirley  4 

3.  Those  found  in  country  towns  having  no  villages  of 
sufficient  size  to  support  primary  and  grammar  grades. 
Boylston  comes  in  this  class.  All  of  the  schools  in  this  dis- 
trict are  rural  of  classes  2  and  3.  When  State  Agent 
Fletcher  reported  on  these  schools  he  could  equally  as  well 
have  had  our  district  in  mind  for  he  says  what  is  true  of  us. 
"The  population  and  valuation  of  a  large  number  of  these 
towns  have  greatly  diminished  in  recent  years.  The  num- 
ber of  children  has  decreased  in  a  larger  ratio,  as  families 
are  now  small  where  they  were  formerly  large.  The  small 
population  is  generally  scattered  over  the  town  and  the  old 
district  centers  are  still  marked  by  school-houses  of  more 
prosperous  days. 

Some  of  the  people  in  these  small  towns  object  to 
changes  that  are  rendered  necessary  by  present  conditions. 
Years  ago  every  school-house  was  filled  with  children ;  now 
some  schools  have  an  attendance  of  only  5  or  10  pupils.  It 
costs  as  much  to  teach  a  small  school  as  a  large. 

When  a  teacher  is  paid  $7.00  a  week  to  teach  10  pupils 
35  weeks,  the  cost  per  pupil  is  $24.50;  but  if  a  teacher  is 
paid  $900  a  week  to  instruct  25  pupils  the  same  time,  the 
cost  is  but  $10  02  per  pupil  for  instruction  that  is  probably 
of  far  more  value. 

The  first  two  factors  involved  in  the  problem  of  improve- 
ment are,  (1),  diminishing  the  number  of  the  schools  and  so 
increasing  the  size,  for  economy  and  efficiency  in  teaching, 
(2),  classification  of  all  scholars. 

SUPERVISION. 

For  259  towns  and  cities  there  are  151  superintendents,  3 
assistants  and  6  supervisions,  50  being  district  superinten- 
dents for  148  towns.  These  259  towns  and  cities  have  a 
population  of  2,353,858  and  contain  91  per  cent,  of  the 


schools  of  the  State  and  93  8  per  cent,  of  the  pupils.  The 
94  towns  not  under  supervision  have  a  population  of  146,- 
325  and  contain  9  per  cent,  of  the  schools  and  6.2  per  cent, 
of  the  pupils  of  the  State.  If  you  will  construct  squares 
upon  two  three-inch  lines,  divide  each  into  100  equal  squares, 
shade  out  91  from  one,  and  93.8  from  the  other,  you  will 
have  a  visual  relation  of  the  above  statements.  A  bill  is 
before  the  Legislature  to  make  supervision  universal  and 
permanent  throughout  the  State.  In  reference  to  this,  the 
State  Board  of  Education  has  issued  a  circular,  which  I 
quote  in  its  main  points. 

Some  of  the  reasons  why  the  State  should  insist  upon 
competent  supervision  of  all  its  schools  are  the  following : 

1.  Because  supervision  has  improved  the  schools  in  a 
marked  degree  wherever  it  has  been  given  a  thorough  trial. 

2.  Because  it  is  the  duty  of  the  State  to  insist  upon  a 
wise  expenditure  of  the  money  so  liberally  appropriated  for 
the  support  of  the  public  schools. 

3.  Because  it  is  for  the  best  interest  of  the  State  to  have 
a  settled  and  permanent  policy  in  the ,  management  of  its 
schools. 

3.  Because  many  towns  cannot  make  suitable  combina- 
tions and  be  conveniently  grouped  into  districts  until  super- 
vision is  required  of  all. 

5.  Because  supervision  cannot  become  universal  except 
by  making  it  mandatory  and  providing  for  the  formation  of 
districts  when  the  towns  themselves  cannot  effect  unions. 

6.  Because  many  of  the  towns  not  now  under  supervis- 
ion desire  such  legislative  action.  Nearly  forty  towns  have 
at-different  times  voted  in  favor  of  uniting  with  other  towns 
to  secure  supervision,  but  have  been  unable  to  effect  unions. 

7.  Because  in  the  towns  indifferent  or  opposed  to  super- 
vision, many  intelligent  people  desire  it  and  are  persuaded 
that  the  majority  will  come  to  appreciate  it,  if  it  has  a  fair 
trial,  just  as  the  majority  of  the  people  everywhere  else  have 
'come  to  do  so. 


12 


8.  Because  the  schools  will  fare  better  if  the  energies 
heretofore  expended  in  securing  and  maintaining  supervision 
as  a  policy,  are  concentrated  upon  improving  supervision  in 
quality. 

The  leading  provisions  of  the  supervision  bill  are  the  fol- 
lowing : 

1.  Supervision  to  become  the  fixed  and  universal  policy 
of  the  State  on  and  after  July  I,  1898. 

2.  Towns  having  a  valuation  above  $2,500,000  to  be  per- 
mitted to  unite  through  the  action  of  their  school  commit- 
tees in  the  employment  of  a  superintendent  of  schools. 

3.  Towns  having  a  valuation  less  than  $2,500,000  to  be 
formed  by  their  school  committees  into  union  districts  for 
the  employment  of  superintendent  of  schools. 

4.  State  aid  for  each  district  to  be  $1,500;  $750  for  the 
employment  of  a  superintendent  and  $750  for  the  salaries 
of  teachers. 

5.  School  committees  of  a  district,  unless  it  is  otherwise 
provided  by  themselves,  to  have  a  vote  in  the  selection  of  a 
superintendent,  proportional  to  the  town's  share  of  the 
expenditure  of  the  superintendent's  salary. 

6.  Towns  with  a  valuation  less  than  $2,500,000  to  be 
permitted  to  unite  with  a  town  above  that  valuation  in  the 
employment  of  a  superintendent,  the  former  to  receive  pro- 
portional aid  from  the  State. 

7.  The  State  Board  of  Education  to  have  authority  to 
arrange  districts  and  district  boundaries  for  towns  not  in 
district  on  or  before  July  1,  1898,  and  for  towns  thereafter 
unable  to  effect  unions 

8.  Districts  with  less  than  twenty-five  schools  permitted 
to  be  formed  with  the  approval  of  the  Board  of  Education. 

9.  Unions  to  be  subject  to  reorganization  July  1,  1900, 
and  at  intervals  of  five  years  thereafter. 

10.  Superintendencies  existing  at  the  time  of  the  pas- 
sage of  this-  act  not  to  be  invalidated. 
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THE  SUPERINTENDENT. 

The  duties  and  powers  of  the  Superintendent  of  Schools 
are  not  well  defined.  The  only  authority  delegated  to  him 
by  the  law  of  the  State  is  that  of  signing  employment  cer- 
tificates. His  work  "ex-officio  "  bears  the  same  relation  to 
the  educational  interests  of  the  towns,  as  that  of  superinten- 
dent of  a  mill  or  railroad  for  instance,  bears  to  the  interests 
of  the  corporation  employing  him.  Under  the  school  com- 
mittee he  is  given  "the  charge  and  supervision  of  the 
schools."  State  Agent  Edson  says:  "His  duties  may 
be  classed  as  general  and  professional.  His  more  promi- 
nent general  duties  are  to  inspect  the  school  premises,  the 
grounds,  buildings  and  out-houses ;  to  see  that  proper 
methods  of  heating,  lighting  and  ventilating  are  in  use ;  to 
select  text  and  reference  books,  apparatus  and  supplies,  and 
see  to  their  distribution  :  in  brief,  to  attend  to  the  endless 
details  accompanying  the  business  part  of  school  adminis- 
tration. His  professional  duties  require  him  to  be  a 
thorough  student  of  the  science  and  art  of  education,  of 
psychology  with  special  reference  to  child-study ;  he  needs 
a  large  and  successful  experience  in  teaching,  especially  in 
the  elementary  grades  ;  he  must  keep  abreast  of  all  advanced 
educational  movements ;  he  is  to  arrange  courses  of  study, 
wisely  interpret  and  intelligently  apply  them. 

He  is  lead  into  relations  with  four  classes  of  people  :  (i), 
the  school  committee,  (2),  teachers,  (3),  pupils,  (4),  and  the 
public. 

1.  Of  the  committee,  he  is  the  executive  head  or  agent. 
It  is  the  province  of  the  committee  to  legislate,  consider, 
decide  ;  it  is  the  province  of  the  superintendent  to  study 
every  phase  of  education,  suggest  what  he  thinks  is  of  the 
best  interests  of  the  schools,  and  after  the  decision  of  the 
committee  to  execute  their  wishes  ;  as  far  as  the  manage- 
ment and  instruction  of  the  schools  is  concerned,  he  is  their 
responsible  head. 


2.  That  the  teacher  makes  the  school  is  a  truth  never 
to  be  changed  and  never  to  be  forgotten.  But  the  super- 
intendent is  in  the  fullest  sense  a  teacher.  He  is  not  only 
a  teacher  among  the  teachers,  but  by  virtue  of  his  office  he 
is  a  teacher  of  the  teachers  under  his  charge.  He  is  in  a 
position  to  understand  what  are  the  essentials  of  detail,  and 
wisely  to  direct  the  teacher  away  from  magnifying  what  is 
non-essential.  In  methods  he  should  be  master.  He  leads 
the  teacher  to  present  the  proper  occasions  for  ideas  by  the 
help  of  things  which  appeal  to  his  senses,  his  sensibilities 
and  his  understanding. 

If  the  relations  and  statements  under  I  and  2  are  cor- 
rect, it  follows  "that  the  superintendent  should  be  allowed 
to  exert  a  large  influence  in  determining  what  persons  shall 
be  employed  as  teachers."  (This  is  the  case  throughout 
our  district).  His  power  over  appointments,  under  the  law, 
must  be  limited  by  the  endorsement  of  the  committee. 
Under  ordinary  circumstances,  a  teacher  should  not  be  ap- 
pointed or  discharged  without  the  concurrence  of  the  super- 
intendent. The  plans  and  purposes  of  the  intelligent 
superintendent  depend  upon  sympathetic  and  intelligent 
teachers. 

3.  The  superintendent  sees  that  the  schools  are  pro- 
vided with  the  things  necessary  for  the  bodily  health  and 
comfort  of  the  pupils,  as  well  as  with  every  appliance  for 
their  instruction.  He  assists  in  examining,  classifying  and 
promoting  pupils,  encourages  pupils  to  be  prompt  and  reg- 
ular at  school,  and  ought  to  see  that  the  truant  officers  do 
their  duty.  He  excites  the  ambition  of  pupils  to  obtain  a 
good  education,  and  to  fit  themselves  to  become  prepared 
for  the  responsibilities  of  manhood  and  citizenship. 

4.  He  often  renders  the  schools  invaluable  service  by 
interesting  the  people,  the  fathers  and  mothers,  taxpayers 
and  voters  in  the  present  condition  and  needed  improve- 
ments, by  arranging  special  visiting  days,  by  providing 
monthly  and  yearly  reports  of  pupils'  work  and  progress  for 
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the  inspection  of  parents.  When  people  hear  much  (for 
good)  of  the  schools,  visit  them  often  and  appreciate  their 
needs,  they  appropriate  liberally  for  their  support.  The  su- 
perintendent often  acts  as  intermediary  in  settling  differ- 
ences between  parents  and  children  on  the  one  hand  and 
teachers  on  the  other." 

All  our  teachers'  meetings  are  open  to  the  public,  to 
which  all  interested  will  be  cordially  welcomed,  to  see  and 
learn  what  is  being  attempted— ''and  of  modern  education, 
its  purpose,  means  and  methods." 

COST  OF  SCHOOLS. 

The  total  expended  upon  the  public  schools  of  the  State 
for  1895-6,  for  all  purposes,  wages  of  teachers,  fuel,  sup. 
plies  and  supervision,  reached  the  large  sum  of  $4.65  on 
$1000  of  the  state  valuation,  or  $11,829,190.61. 

The  cost  per  pupil,  exclusive  of  repairing  all  school- 
houses,  based  on  average  attendance  of  pupils  between  5 
and  1 5,  was  $24.73. 

TEXT-BOOKS  AND  SUPPLIES. 

The  average  cost,  based  as  above,  for  1894-5,  was  $1.50 
for  the  year.  In  our  district  it  was  :  Bolton,  $1.83  ;  Boyls- 
ton,  $r.7o;  Harvard,  $2.60;  Shirley,  $1.00;  for  1895-6,  Bol- 
ton, $1.15;  Boylston,  $1.54;  Harvard,  $2.64;  Shirley, 
$1-43- 

There  is  a  bill  before  the  present  legislature,  known  as 
"the  half -mill  tax,"  by  which  it  is  proposed  to  raise  the 
State's  appropriation  for  public  schools,  and  to  partially 
equalize  the  burden  which  the  commonwealth  imposes  upon 
the  towns  and  cities  in  requiring  them  to  give  all  children 
an  education.  The  burden  now  rests  very  unequally.  The 
following  is  based  upon  dates  of  1895-6:  State — Total 
valuations,  $2,542,348,993 ;  pupils,  average  attendance, 
351,685  ;  valuation  per  pupil,  $7,903  ;  tax  rate  for  schools 
per  $1000  if  equally  distributed,  $3.32.    As  it  is,  some 
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towns  have  to  raise  a  school  tax  in  order  "to  obey  the 
state's  commands  of  only  $2.06,  $1.89,  $1.21  ;  others  $6.96, 
$8.95,  $9.43.  Nahant  puts  behind  each  of  her  pupils 
$49,101  and  pays  a  school  rate  of  $1  05.  Clarksburg  can 
put  behind  her  pupil  only  $1,508  and  pays  a  rate  of  $7.23. 
These  are  not  the  extreme  cases  in  the  state.  For  the 
towns  in  this  district  I  give  the  valuation  per  pupil,  school 
rate  and  the  gain,  respectively,  had  the  tax  been  thus  levied 
last  year:  Bolton,  $4,588,  $3.66,  $344.74;  Boylston,  $5,- 
711,  $3  91,  $195.09;  Harvard,  $7,675,  $4.20,  $27.36;  Shir- 
ley, $3,942,  $4.87,  $740.71.  A  full  list  can  be  had  by  ap- 
plying to  J.  W.  McDonald,  State  Agent,  Stoneham. 

READING. 

If  there  is  one  study  more  important  than  another  to  our 
children,  it  is  reading.  I  think  it  is  the  foundation  of  the 
acquisition  of  knowledge,  and  should  be  the  main  work  of 
the  primary  grades.  She  who  cannot  successfully  teach 
this  art  to  the  little  children  should  not  find  a  place  in 
schools  where  there  are  little  children  who  must  learn  to 
read.  "  There  comes  to  most  children  between  the  ages  of 
five  and  eight  years  a  period  of  time  during  which  they 
learn  to  read  with  great  facility  ;  that  time  passed  never  re- 
turns," a  noted  educator  has  said.  In  almost  every  school 
in  the  middle  and  upper  grades  can  be  found  pupils  whose 
reading  shows  "  arrested  development,"  the  result  of  inex- 
perience, or  want  of  knowing  how  best  to  teach  the  subject 
on  the  part  of  their  earlier  teachers.  During  the  past  few 
years  this  subject  has  probably  engaged  the  attention  of 
school  officers  and  educators  more  than  any  other,  and 
State  Agent  Prince  says  :  "  In  no  other  board  of  instruc- 
tion have  there  been  greater  advances  in  respect  both  to 
the  interest  of  pupils  and  to  practical  results  than  in  the 
subject  of  reading;  that  "at  present  in  very  few  towns  is 
the  reading  confined  to  the  regular  graded  readers ;  in 
many  towns  and  cities  pupils  are  led,  sometimes  as  early  as 
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the  third  year,  to  read  supplementary  books,  and  to  con- 
tinue their  reading  to  the  end  of  the  course." 

Leominster  has  no  graded  readers  Springfield  and  Brook- 
line,  whose  schools  for  city  and  town  are  reported  to  be  the 
best  in  the  State,  use  only  regular  school  readers  in  the  first 
three  grades,  supplementing  the  same  by  several  appropri- 
ate books.  Very  seldom  do  we  find,  in  these  days,  pupils 
using  as  readers  "  everything  available,"  but  the  best 
books  from  the  best  authors  of  the  present  and  the  past 
are  read'in  our  schools.  This  all  tends  to  early  establish- 
ing a  taste  for  good  literature  and  cultivating  the  same 
through  all  the  school  life  of  the  pupils.  Some  of  the 
reading  books  recently  published  are  "  marvels  of  beauty  " 
in  illustration  and  decoration,  and  the  cost  is  comparatively 
small.  I  always  feel  that  money  put  into  a  good  book,  that 
must  make  the  pupil  reading  it  have  better  and  nobler 
thoughts,  is  money  well  expended. 

The  following  will  suggest  to  teachers  and  pupils  the 
class  of  books  appropriate  for  the  grades.  It  includes 
something  of  literature,  history,  science  and  geography  : 

Grade  I.    Fables  and  Rhymes ;  Fairy  Tale  and  Fable 

II.  Nature's  Stories ;  Nature's  Byways ;  Fables  and 
Folk  Stories. 

III.  Nature's  History,  Readers  Nos.  I  and  2  ;  Friends 
in  Feathers  and  Furs  ;  Esop's  Fables  ;  Madam  How  and 
Lady  Why ;  Stories  from  Mythland. 

IV.  The  Water  Babies ;  American  History  Stories ; 
Little  Folks  of  Other  Lands  ;  Grimm's  Tales  ;  Seven  Little 
Sisters  ;  Each  and  All ;  Brooks  and  Brook  Basins ;  Sea- 
side and  Wayside,  No.  I ;  Anderson's  Fairy  Tales  ;  Black 
Beauty.  - 

V.  The  King  of  the  Golden  River ;  Hiawatha  ;  Tangle- 
wood  Tales ;  Our  Old  World,  No.  i  ;  Seaside  and  Way- 
side, No.  2  ;  First  Book  in  American  History ;  Our  Own 
Country. 
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VI.  Sketch  Books ;  Peasant  and  Prince  ;  Miles  Standish  ; 
Christmas  Carol;  Our  American  Neighbors;  Ten  Boys  on 
the  Road  from  Long  Ago  ;  Gods  and  Heroes  ;  Seaside 
and  Wayside,  No.  3. 

VII.  Snow-Bound ;  Birds  and  Bees ;  Uncle  Tom's 
Cabin ;  Evangeline ;  Man  Without  a  Country ;  United 
States  History;  Franklin's  Autobiography;  History  of  a 
Candle ;  Story  of  Our  Continent ;  Little  Daffydowndilly. 

VIII.  Tales  from  Shakespeare ;  Lady  of  the  Lake ; 
Stories  of  the  Old  World ;  A  Hunting  of  the  Deer  ;  First 
Bunker  Hill  Oration  ;  Cricket  on  the  Hearth ;  Footprints 
of  Travel ;  Merchant  of  Venice ;  How  We  Are  Governed  ; 
The  Gettysburg  Speech ;  Fairyland  of  Science ;  Selections 
from  Holmes  and  Other  Poets  ;  Rip  Van  Winkle. 

IX.  Vision  of  Sir  Launfal ;  Ivanhoe  ;  The  Talisman ; 
Leading  Facts  in  English  History ;  Julius  Caesar  ;  Enoch 
Arden  ;  Great  World's  Farm  ;  Boys  and  Girls  in  Biology ; 
Masterpieces  of  American  Literature. 

The  schools  through  the  district  are  working  along  this 
line  of  reading. 

SHIRLEY  SCHOOLS  IN  PARTICULAR. 

For  the  numerical  facts  connected  with  our  schools, 
changes  of  teachers,  etc.,  I  refer  to  the  tables  and  lists  ac- 
companying this  report,  which  I  trust  will  be  carefully  ex- 
amined by  everyone. 

The  changes  of  teachers  (all  thereunto  moving  of  their 
own  accord)  have  been  more  than  were  desirable.  The 
somewhat  remote  and  secluded  situation  of  the  out-districts, 
few  pupils  and  ungraded ;  the  make-up  of  the  village 
schools  in  the  lower  grades,  with  the  heretofore  poor  ac- 
commodations, render  it  difficult  to  retain  the  services  of 
good  teachers  after  they  have  acquired  some  experience. 

The  resignation  of  the  teacher  at  the  Centre  during  the 
Christmas  recess  to  accept  an  offer  more  to  her  con- 
venience was,  in  my  estimation,  a  violation  of  implied,  if 
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not  actual,  contract,  and  not  creditable  to  one  who  should 
make  the  interests  of  the  employing  party  of  prior  im- 
portance. 

We  have  had  a  successful  school  year,  and  at  present 
have  an  excellent  corps  of  teachers. 

It  is  with  great  satisfaction  that  my  recommendation  of 
a  year  ago  proved  "the  straw  that  broke  the  camel's 
back"  of  things  as  they  were,  so  that  the  town,  fully  real- 
izing the  necessity  of  better  accommodations  for  the  vil- 
lage schools,  generously  proceeded  to  erect  as  suitable  and 
as  fine  a  school  building  of  its  size  as  can  be  found  in  any 
place.  It  is  a  structure  ornamental  in  design  as  well  as 
conveniently  arranged  and  located.  I  feel  that,  after  ex- 
amining it,  every  citizen  will  be  glad  that  we  have  it,  and 
will  point  to  it  as  the  one  school  building  of  the  town  of 
which  we  are  proud. 

Following  my  suggestion  as  to  retaining  and  educating 
our  own  pupils  above  the  eighth  grade,  at  the  beginning 
of  the  fall  term  you  put  an  assistant  into  the  Grammar 
school.  A  vacant  ante-room  supplied  a  place  for  recita- 
tions. I  think  it  was  a  misstep.  The  five  grades  gave  an 
abundance  of  work  for  both  teachers.  Pupils  and  teach- 
ers have  been  interested. 

With  the  completing  of  the  new  building,  now  so  near 
at  hand,  I  recommend  that  for  the  coming  spring  term  the 
seventh,  eighth  and  ninth  grades  be  put  into  the  west 
room,  a  division  of  the  fourth,  the  fifth  and  sixth  grades 
occupy  the  east  room,  the  Second  Primary  be  put  up-stairs 
in  the  present  building,  and  the  whole  lower  floor  be  given 
to  the  use  of  the  First  Primary. 

The  seating  of  the  Grammar  room'  is  both  antiquated 
and  entirely  unsizeable  for  primary  children,  and  the 
lower  room  is  absolutely  unfitted  for  school  use.  I  urge 
you  to  'ask  the  town  for  a  sufficient  appropriation  to  re- 
seat these  two  rooms  for  the  necessity  as  well  as  the  com- 
fort of  the  little  children.  The  lower  room  also  needs  a 
new  floor. 


If  the  policy  recommended  last  year  is  to  be  carried  out, 
and  something  of  a  high  school  started,  it  will  be  necessary 
to  ask  for  a  sufficient  appropriation  to  finish  and  furnish 
the  upper  room  of  the  new  building,  for  at  the  end  of  next 
term  we  shall  have  a  tenth  grade. 

I  recommend  that  all  eighth  and  ninth  grade  pupils  in 
the  Centre,  North  and  East  districts  be  allowed  to  attend 
at  the  village.  They  will  receive  more  and  much  better 
instruction  than  they  possibly  can  get  in  their  present 
small  ungraded  classes. 

The  work  of  Mrs.  Lockhart,  special  music  instructor, 
has  been  enjoyed,  to  their  great  advantage,  by  the  pupils  of 
all  the  schools.  The  exhibition  of  a  class  in  music  from 
Miss  Coffin's  school,  under  Mrs.  Lockhart's  direction,  be- 
fore the  Northwest  Middlesex  Teachers'  Association  at 
Ayer,  November  15,  did  great  credit  to  the  pupils  and 
teachers. 

Our  average  attendance  is  not  what  it  should  be.  Cran- 
berry picking  and  strawberry  time  are  as  productive  of 
low  attendance  as  epidemics  of  diphtheria  and  scarlet  fever. 
Schools  and  berry  picking  cannot  profitably  be  carried  on 
at  the  same  time  by  the  same  children. 

I  wish  to  state  my  appreciation  of  the  hearty  support  of 
the  committee ;  to  express  my  pleasure  in  the  sympathetic 
co-operation  of  all  the  teachers,  and  to  thank  the  citizens 
of  the  town  for  their  confidence  and  esteem. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHAS.  L.  CLAY,  Superintendent. 


ROLL  OF  HONOR,  189^97. 


The  figures  denote  the  number  of  terms  neither'absent 
nor  tardy  : 


Francis  Boucher,  2 
Marion  Ballou,  2 
Frank  Balcom,  1 
Henry  Brown,  1 
Etta  Gately,  2 
Edith  Livingston,  1 


GRAMMAR. 

Winnie  Butler,  1 
William  Banford,  1 
Verne  Ballou,  1 
Delia  Bruno,  1 
Fred  Holden,  1 
George  Pomfret,  1 
Ida  Sandlin,  1 


INTERMEDIATE. 


Arthur  Boucher,  3 
Eva  Cummings,  1 
Barbara  Hazen,  2 
Leo  Meegan,  2 
Edmund  O'Neil,  1 
Agnes  Simard,  1 
George  Wilson,  1 


Arthur  Casey,  1 
Moses  Hunt,  2 
Lester  Lawton,  1 
Evelyn  Miner,  2 
Leo  O'Neil,  1 
Martha  Theilig,  1 
Ezekiel  Wilson,  1 


SECOND  PRIMARY. 


Rodney  Brown,  2 
John  Freidrich,  2 
Gertrude  O'Neil,  ] 
Willie  Theilig,  2 


Angeline  Bruno,  3 
Otto  Freidrich,  1 
Clara  Penesau,  1 
Ernest  Theilig,  2 
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FIRST  PRIMARY. 


Ernest  Dumas,  i  Mary  Freidrich,  2 

Lester  Kivers,  1  Bernice  Young,  1 


CENTER. 

Edith  Longley,  1  Edna  Willis,  1 

Herman  Willis,  2 


Geo.  B.  Clark,  1 
Lillian  Dale,  1 
Harry  Harvey,  1 
Forest  Stanton,  1 


EAST. 

David  Dale,  2 
Clara  Dale,  1 
Ralph  Jenkins,  3 
Royal  Towle,  1 


Nellie  Cronin.  3 
Annie  Cronin,  2 
Chester  Fuller,  2 
Earl  Sleeper,  2 


NORTH. 

Katie  Cronin,  3 
Alice  Dawborn,  3 
Viola  Farrar,  i 
Cora  Sleeper,  2. 


The  highest  percent  of  attendance  reached  was  98,  by 
the  Grammar  school,  for  the  month  of  April. 


- 
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SCHOOLS. 

Grammar, 

Intermediate, 

Second  Primary, 

First  Primary, 

Centre, 

North, 

East, 

Totals, 

Totals  1895-96, 

ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

Selectmen  of  Shirley 

TOGETHER  WITH  A 

Report  of  the  Treasurer,  Assessors,  Overseers  of  Poor, 
Fire  Department,  Trustees  of  the  Public  Library, 
Auditors,  Items  from  the  Town  Clerk's 
Book,  and  Town  Warrant, 

'  ALSO,  THE 

MWRh  REPORT  @F  THE  SGH00L  G0MM1TTEE 

FOR  THE 

YEAR   BINDING  MARGH  1,  1898. 


AYER,  MASS.: 
HUNTLEY  S.  TURNER,  BOOK  AND  JOB  PRINTER. 

1898. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

RECEIPTS  AND  EXPENDITURES 

OF  THE 

TOWN  OF  SHIRLEY, 

WITH  OTHER 

STATISTICAL  MATTER, 

FOR  THE 

YEAR  ENDING  MARCH  1,  1898. 


AYER,  MASS. 

HUNTLEY  S.  TURNER,  BOOK  AND  JOB  PRINTER. 


Town  Officers  for  the  Year  1897-98. 


Town  Clerk, 
Jonas  Longley. 

Selectmen, 

D.  Chester  Parsons,  John  W.  Farrar, 

Edward  J.  Stevens. 

Treasurer, 
Henry  Edgarton. 

Assessors, 

Thomas  L.  Hazen.  D.  Chester  Parsons, 

Edward  J.  Stevens. 

School  Com  m  it  tee, 
Jacob  P.  Hazen,  Henry  Edgarton, 

Rev.  Alfred  N.  Blackford  *       Mary  M.  Nickless. 

Trustees  of  Public  Library, 
William  H.  Wilbur,         M.  M.  Nickless, 
M.  J.  Conant,  N.  J.  Rowell. 

M.  J.  Hazen,  Rev.  Alfred  N.  Blackford.* 

Rev.  Joseph  Torrey,  D.  D. 

Tax  Collector, 
S.  B.  Scott. 

Highway  Surveyor, 
John  M.  Adams. 


*  Resigned. 


ANNUAL  REPORTS. 


REPORT  OF  THE  SELECTMEN. 

Shirley,  Mass.,  March  I,  1898. 
To  the  Voters  of  the  Toivn  of  Shirley: 

Gentlemen  :  The  Selectmen  hereby  submit  the  follow 
ing  report  of  their  work  for  the  year  ending  March  1,  1898 


Summary  of  Expenditures. 


Poor 

$1840  78 

Schools 

5081  22 

Highways 

1042  40 

Bridges  and  railings 

148  22 

Snow 

333  3i 

Memorial  Day 

25  00 

Interest 

660  91 

Old  Engine  Co. 

25  00 

State  aid 

618  50 

Soldiers'  aid 

35  90 

Cemetery  trust 

146  89 

Town  cemetery 

116  05 

Library 

250  21 

Transportation  books 

25  00 

Fire  Department 

335  36 

Brush  fires 

178  22 

Salaries 

507  00 

Incidentals 

761  8d 

Village  bridge 

8  46 

State  road 

24  00 

Street  lights 

160  90 

4 


New  school-house 

$1577  25 

Cattle  inspection 

59  37 

Insurance 

12  90 

Repairs  town  house 

IT  1 

200  00 

Maple  Street  drain 

575  96 

Seymour  claim 

262  50 

Temporary  loans 

5000  00 

State  tax 

525  00 

County  tax 

710  46 

Estiinates  for  Year 

1 090-99. 

Schools 

$2700  00 

oLuuui  buppncs 

ZkJkj  UU 

Transportation 

50  OO 

Tuition 

200  OO 

Repairs 

200  OO 

Fuel 

200  OO 

Superintendent 

200  OO 

Highways 

Bridges 

Railings 

Poor 

Fire  Department 

Interest 

Library 

Cemeteries 

Memorial  Day 

Street  lights 

Enforcement  of  law 

$21,249  °7 


Salaries 

Incidentals 

Snow 


$3750  00 

1000  00 
100  00 

50  00 
2000  00 
300  00 
675  00 
300  00 
100  00 

25  00 
200  CO 
100  00 
500  00 
800  00 
300  00 

$10,200  00 
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Financial  Condition. 


Indebtedness. 


First  National  Bank  of  Ayer 

$2000 

00 

Parker  School  Fund 

2657  57 

Israel  Longley  School  Fund 

1000 

00 

North  Middlesex  Savings  Bank 

6400 

00 

Universalist  Society,  note 

1000 

00 

G.  S.  Wells,  note 

200 

00 

Interest 

20 

Outstanding  orders 

723 

08 

Cash  balance 

$645 

27 

Due  from  Collector,  1896 

464 

99 

Due  from  Collector",  1897 

979 

48 

Due  from  State  for  State  aid 

718 

50 

Due  from  State  for  State  poor 

597 

45 

Due  from  State  for  fees  cattle  in- 

spection 

29 

68 

Due  from  State,  corporation  and 

bank  tax 

534 

13 

Due  from  Mr.  Foster,  aid  to  Mrs. 

Foster 

1 1 1 

95 

Due  from  Town  of  Amesbury 

3 

50 

Due  from  Town  of  Ayer 

63 

37 

Due  from  Town  of  Lancaster 

122 

30 

Due  from  Town  of  Lunenburg 

29 

40 

Due  from  State  share  for  Superin- 

tendent of  Schools 

238 

30 

Interest,  Trust  funds 

132 

21 

Due  from 'Town  of  Maynard 

7 

30 

Due  from  Town  of  Clinton 

6 

00 

$4684  32 


Net  debt 


£9427  53 


Trust  Funds. 

Deposited  witlt  the  International  Trust  Co. 

Israel  Longley  School  Fund  $6000  00 

Israel  Longley  Cemetery  Fund  500  00 

Jerome  Gardner  Cemetery  Fund  500  00 

Parker  School  Fund  5040  57 

John  Henry  Cemetery  Fund  500  00 


$12,540  57 


In  Hands  of  Town  Treasurer. 

George  Rice  Cemetery  Fund  $100  00 

Nathaniel  Day  Cemetery  Fund  200  00 

George  Chandler  Cemetery  Fund  100  00 


$400  00 


D.  CHESTER  PARSONS, 
JOHN  W.  FARRAR, 
EDWARD  J.  STEVENS, 

Selectmen  of  Shirley. 
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POOR. 


Appropriation  $2000  00 

Received  from  State  267  44 

Received  from  towns  117  66 


Amount  due  from  State  $597  45 

Amount  due  from  towns  80  67 

Amount  due  from  individuals  in  95 


Cost  of  town  poor  $r437  82 

Cost  of  State  poor  322  29 

Cost  of  poor,  settlement  elsewhere  80  67 


Aid  to  Charles  E.  Wheeler. 
Worcester  Insane  Asylum 

Aid  to  Fred  Wheeler. 
Worcester  Lunatic  Hospital 

Aid  to  Mary  Bruso. 
Conant  Bros.  &  Co. 

Aid  to  Daniel  Holden. 


Town  of  Harvard  $25  95 

II .  B.  Royal  5  5° 

J.  F.  Brown  H  00 


Aid  to  Mrs.  McGuinness. 

D.  C.  Parsons  #98  20 

Coleman  &  Drury  2  r9 

G.  M.  Ballou  10  00 


$2385  10 

$79°  °7 
$3775  17 

$1840  78 

$127  75 
$131  92 
$102  00 

£45  45 
$110  39 


Aid  to  Benjamin  Farmer. 

Town  of  Harvard  $183  08 

H.  B.  Royal  16  25 

J.  F.  Brown    .  1  2  50 

Thaddeus  Balcom  56  00 

J.  W.  Farrar  2  00 


Aid  to  Levi  Blood. 
Mrs.  T.  L.  Newman  $104  20 

C.  J.  Pierce  22  00 

J.  W.  Farrar  10  85 

Mrs.  L.  West  20  00 


Aid  to  Mrs.  Tagin. 
City  of  Lowell  $112  05 

D.  C.  Parsons  20  00 


$259  83 


Aid  to  Mrs.  A.   IV.  Butler. 
City  of  Lawrence  $6  94 

Aid  to  Mrs.  Andreivs. 

Town  of  Harvard  $185  27 

H.  B.  Royal  11  50 

Mrs.  L.  West  56  00 

J.  F.  Brown  2  50 

J.  W.  Farrar  3  75 

C.  J.  Pierce,  M.  D.  1  50 


$260  52 


$157  05 


$132  05 


Aid  to  Mrs.  Burno. 
H.  O.  Peasley  $42  00 

Aid  to  Mrs.  J.  Gordon. 
H  O.  Peasley  $S  25 
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Miscellaneous. 

S.  B.  Scott,  aid  to  tramps  $16  47 

D.  C.  Parsons  1  33 

Mrs.  Butler  1  co 

D.  C.  Parsons,  expenses  in  poor  cases  17  63 
J.  VV.  Farrar,  expenses  5  00 

E.  J.  Stevens  7  25 
S.  B.  Scott  4  99 


SETTLEMENTS  ELSEWHERE. 

Aid  to  Benjamin  Nutting  (Ayer). 

Conant  Bros.  &  Co.  $12  32 

D.  C.  Parsons  10  80 

A.  F.  Fernald,  M.  D.  40  75 


Aid  to  Jabez  Jnbb  (Maynard). 
Wm.  Park  $5  80 

S.  B.  Scott  1  50 


Aid  to  T.  Casey  (Amesbury). 
T.  L.  Hazen  $1  50 

D.  C.  Parsons  2  00 


#53  67 


$63  87 


7  y 


$3  5o 


Aid  to  Mrs.  James  Smith  {Clinton). 
C.  J.  Pierce,  M.  D.  £6  co 

$80  67 


STATE  POOR. 
Aid  to  T.  Devarney. 
A.  F.  Fernald,  M.  D.  $94  25 

Conant  Bros.  &  Co.  1  45 

 $95  7° 


IO 


Aid  to  J.  B.  Eva. 

J.  F.  Brown  $13  50 

A.  F.  Fernald,  M.  D.  16  00 

D.  C.  Parsons  8  50 


Aid  to  G.  Gionet. 
A.  F.  Fernald,  M.  D. 

Aid  to  J.  Devarney. 
A.  F.  Fernald,  M.  D. 

Aid  to  Mrs.  Simard. 

Conant  Bros.  &  Co.  $7  00 

H.  O.  Peasley  35  47 

D.  C.  Parsons  19  76 


Aid  to  J.  Bonner. 
Conant  Bros.  &  Co.  $24  00 

A.  F.  Fernald  22  00 


Aid  to  G.  Sibley. 

Conant  Bros.  &  Co. 

Aid  to  Sarah  Smith. 
H.  E.  Lawrence  $4  50 

Msry  Bastin  3  00 


Aid  to  J.  Cormier. 

Conant  Bros.  &  Co. 

Aid  to  George  Devarney. 

D.  C.  Parsons 


$38  00 
$16  00 
$12  00 

$62  23 

$46  00 
$1  00 

$7  50 
$5  21 

$3  00 


1 1 


Aid  to  Mat  tie  Saleeni. 

J.  F.  Brown  $I4  50 

Conant  Bros.  &  Co.  I  15 

N.  E.  Tel.  Co.  4  05 

Andrew  Syria  5  50 

D.  C.  Parsons  10  15 

Aid  to  I.  Leva  lie. 

Conant  Bros.  &  Co. 


#35  35 

30 

£322  29 


STATE  AID. 


Jeremiah  Flynn 

$48  00 

Mary  Gately 

48  00 

Mary  A.  Howard 

48  00 

Julia  O'Keefe 

48  00 

Ann  M.  Lawrence 

46  00 

George  F.  Lewis 

48  00 

Wm.  R.  McClellan 

48  00 

Johanna  O'Neill 

48  00 

Lydia  Ramsdell 

48  00 

Joel  C.  Neat 

40  00 

Charles  F.  Smith 

48  00 

Daniel  Finnegan 

48  00 

Henry  T.  Balcom 

48  00 

Wm.  A.  Dodge 

4  50 

  $618  50 

Amount  repaid  by  State  $6185  o 


SOLDIERS'  AID. 

Mrs.  Gleason 


$39  5o 


MEMORIAL  DAY. 

Appropriation  *  $25  00 


J.  W.  Farrar  $20  93 

H.  C.  Sherwin,  quartermaster  4  02 


$25  00 


INSPECTOR  OF  CATTLE. 

S.  B.  Scott  $59  37 


FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 


Treasurer  of  Company 

Conant  Bros.  &  Co. 

$3 

99 

C.  H.  Miner 

75 

Knight  &  Thomas 

1 

20 

H.  0.  Peasley 

7 

41 

A.  L.  Noe,  steward 

6 

25 

Fitchburg  R.  R. 

81 

W.  H.  Crossman 

35 

G.  S.  Wells 

5 

50 

J.  W.  Farrar 

1 

20 

Boston  Woven  Hose  and  Rubber  Co. 

59 

40 

F.  B.  Harvey,  supplies 

2 

00 

W.  J.  Walsh,  service  as  engineer 

5 

00 

$238  00 


$335  86 


BRUSH  FIRE. 

Cash  paid  sundry  persons 

Due  from  Town  of  Lunenburg  $29  40 


$178  22 
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HIGHWAYS. 


Appropriation 

T     TVT     A  rlamc 
J.   1V1.  -fi.Ud.IllS 

#509  55 

Kj.  i\.  /\.ciams 

124  00 

M.  Devarney 

101  20 

j .  .bruso 

78  80 

Lr.  l^.  VVeSt 

85  27 

C.  Logue 

3  20 

wm.  ivicL<ooi 

9  12 

vjr.  .r\jlcll 

0  5° 

LI  II J  III  111  gS  Cx.  ollcUCl 

so  80 

ri.       I  easiey 

5  83 

/i .  i^.  i  cii  Ktr 

5  60 

L,.  n.  ivimei 

9  60 

i  .  ivi ucnei 

I  0  00 

IT     T7  Tirn^o 

n.  r, .  i3ruce 

I  60 

E.  G.  Hammond 

4  00 

0.  Haraclon 

40 

J  .    V\  llSOIl 

E.  A.  Jenkins 

6  40 

N.  Brasseau 

5  20 

VV.  H.  Cram,  gravel 

3  4° 

H.  S.  Clark,  gravel 

5  3° 

W.  K.  Fie  welling 

2  00 

(J  nnen 

7  20 

Frank  Clark 

3  00 

H.  H olden 

4  80 

J.  Bulger 

50 

Frank  L.  Keith,  gravel 

5  0  00 

Julia  A.  Hazen,  gravel 

2  40 

Fitchburg  Railroad,  freight 

40 

Frank  E.  Wheeler 

7  20 

O.  T.  Lawrence 

4  25 

D.  C.  Parsons 

8  50 

$1042  40 
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BRIDGES  AND  RAILINGS. 


Appropriation — Bi  idges 

$IOO 

00 

Railings 

5o 

00 

G.  A.  Adams 

$16 

i5 

T      1\  IT        A  1 

J.  M.  Adams 

42 

75 

M.  Devarney 

I 

60 

E.  A.  Jenkins 

1 1 

12 

E.  L.  White 

66 

20 

J.  Barian 

1 

60 

B.  Morison 

6 

40 

H.  Holden 

2 

40 

SNOW 

OiM  KJ  V  V  . 

Charles  L.  Page 

$2 

78 

Jos.  Rivers 

4 

00 

G.  A.  Adams 

9 

28 

Daniel  Van  tig 

3 

52 

Adolphus  Bastin 

2 

40 

E.  J.  Stevens 

2 

45 

J.  Cook 

2 

20 

A.  B.  Cook 

1 

92 

Edward  Green 

2 

24 

Oscar  Lawson 

2 

24 

H.  S.  Clark 

3 

80 

J.  C.  Neat 

3 

76 

C.  W.  Andrews 

2 

26 

W.  E.  Thompson 

1 

60 

J.  P.  Thompson 

1 1 

56 

T.  Gordon 

32 

Fred  Quenty 

2 

72 

L.  E.  Holden 

6 

80 

J.  H.  Harold 

4 

80 

#148 


G.  C.  West 

$3  29 

J.  W.  Cronin 

3  20 

M.  A.  Cronin 

1  70 

2  16 

E.  Flanders 

E.  L.  White 

38  60 

E.  A.  Jenkins 

3  68 

Hugh  Mitchel 

1  28 

Herbert  Holden 

7  60 

Walter  Savage 

40 

TT       C*       "ft  JT  *  a      1  11 

H.  S.  Mitchell 

3  97 

P.  Mitchell 

5  12 

P.  Shucrowe 

4  00 

G.  Stebbins 

4  00 

A.  L.  Parker 

17  92 

L.  G.  Coolidge 

1  60 

P.  Quenty 

3  22 

F.  LaPoint 

3  20 

F.  Belin 

3  20 

Oscar  Haradon 

2  08 

Oliver  Quenty 

3  20 

Peter  Quenty 

2  72 

H.  Quenty 

3  52 

F.  S.  Holden 

3  04 

J.  O'Donnell 

64 

N.  L.  Warren 

1  44 

Harry  G.  Holden 

6  48 

G.  Holden 

14  40 

B.  Congram 

4  80 

W.  Crockett 

1  00 

E.  S.  Parker 

2  00 

A.  R.  Cummings 

2  22 

Wilber  Jones 

2  72 

D.  C.  Parsons,  sundry  persons 

6  08 

J.  W.  Farrar 

2  08 

J.  L.  Sargent 

5  04 

Edwin  Sargent 

5  04 

i6 


Roy  Sargent 

ft  A 

jj 

T.  L.  Hazen 

60 

T  M  Adams 

1  A 

o4 

no 

L  F  Holden  1806 

0 

i>u 

K.  R.  Thompson,  1896 

I 

60 

0.  Haradon,  1896 

72 

G.  L.  Fairbanks,  1896 

18 

0^ 
J 

H  Holden  ' 

60 

WW 

M.  Gionet 

| 

1 2 

J.  M.  Adams 

12 

70 

J.  Burno 

I 

12 

D.  G.  Hurley 

I 

12 

P.  Shucrovve 

I 

12 

T.  Gordon 

64 

E.  G.  Hammond 

I 

12 

$333.3; 


INTEREST. 

5675  00 


Appropriation 

G.  S.  Wells 
North  Middlesex  Savings  Bank 
First  National  Bank  Ayer 
Universalist  Society 
International  Trust  Co, 


$10  00 
288  00 
175  90 
27  07 
159  94 

- —   $690  91 


INSURANCE. 

H.  O.  Peasley,  public  library  $12  90 

OLD  ENGINE  COMPANY. 

J.  F.  O'Neill,  treasurer,  for  fixtures  $25  00 
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TOWN  INCIDENTALS. 


S.  Hobbs  &  Co.,  blanks  $10  oo 

A.  B.  Sparrow,  inspector  3  00 

J.  A.  Hume,  inspector  6  00 

W.  F.  Russell,  inspector  3  0o 

J.  H.  Logue,  inspector  6  00 

C.  H.  Miner,  inspector  3  00 
L.  J.  Farnsworth,  inspector  3  00 
H.  C.  Owens,  inspector  3  00 
J   F.  Brown,  services  as  sexton  and 

reporting  deaths  70  00 

H.  S.  Turner,  printing  112  10 

D.  C.  Parsons,  car  fare  80 
Estate  of  G.  Cook,  watering  trough  3  00 
J.  P  Hazen,  fire  damage  20  00 
Pratt  Bros.,  assessors'  notices  1  25 
J.  Longley,  record  book  3  25 

E.  O.  Childs,  recording  deeds  1  44 
H.  E.  Lawrence,  watering  trough  3  00 
Universalist  Society,  payment  on  note  100  00 
C.  J.  Pierce,  M.  D.,  fumigation  2  50 
R.  W.  Savage,  watering  trough  3  00 
W.  M.  Parks,  constable,  1896  6  00 
W.  M.  Parks,  serving  dog  warrant, 

1896  4  00 

G.  Farnsworth,  inspector  6  00 
W.  E.  Barnard,  refreshments  1  00 
A.  S.  Thayer,  fees  9  40 
S.  Sandlin,  constable  services  12  40 
E.  O.  Childs,  recording  deeds  2  77 

H.  C.  Owens,  distributing  reports  3  00 

G.  L.  Fairbanks,  teams  11  75 
T.  L.  Hazen,  supplies  3  60 

H.  C.  Owens,  police  services  10  00 
W.  H.  Crossman  2  00 


iS 


S.  Sandlin,  fees  $13  95 

W.  Sherman,  supplies  3  07 

G.  M.  Ballou,  supplies  1  70 
Wm.  M.  Sargent,  supplies  17  59 
A.  S.  Thayer,  police  services  4  00 
A.  B.  Cram,  police  services  2  00 

H.  C.  Owens  1 1  00 
Lyons  &  Co.,  supplies  8  25 

C.  H.  Miner,  police  services  6  00 
H.  E.  Lawrence,  services  as  constable  15  60 
J.  Longley,  express,  etc.  1  85 
Lovell  Arms  Co.,  police  supplies  12  00 
H.  S.  Hazen,  inspector  3  00 
J.  W.  Farrar,  supplies  2  91 
H.  C.  Owens,  fees  3  50 
P.  A.  OToole,  fees  9  75 
R.  Pomfret,  inspector  3  00 
J.  R.  Gray  &  Co.  3  00 
S.  B.  Scott,  tax  sale  47  49 
Conant  Bros.  &  Co.  62 
J.  Bulger,  police  services,  etc.  6  00 

G.  W.  Walker  &  Co.,  map  28 

D.  C.  Parsons,  cash  paid  telegrams, 

etc.  5  10 

R.  M.  Priest,  supplies  15 

J.  H.  Turner,  advertising  3  50 

W.  H.  Wilbur,  telephones,  etc.  4  18 

Fitchburg  R.  R.,  freight  1  23 

J.  W.  Farrar,  supplies  3.  25 

Wm.  M.  Park,  serving  dog  warrant  3  50 

S.  B.  Scott,  services  3  00 

N.  E.  Telephone  Co.  6  70 

National  Express  Co.  60 
D.  C.  Parsons,  expenses  to  Worcester       2  94 

H.  A.  Esterbrook  2  75 
W.  J.  Welsh,  inspector  3  00 
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S.  Sandlin,  services  as  constable  16  30 

Wm.  H.  Cram,  teams  5  00 
J.  W.  Evans,  watering  trough,  1896 

and  1897  6  00 
J.  Longley,  recording  births,  deaths, 

etc.  24  15 

J.  Longley,  express  and  postage  1  62 

J.  W.  Farrar,  care  of  town  hall,  etc.  4  40 

A.  V.  Thayer,  police  services  14  80 

E.  L.  White,  watering  trough  5  00 

E.  L.  White,  wood  7  00 

Conant  Bros.  &  Co.,  supplies  1  05 

J.  E.  L.  Hazen,  supplies  2  30 

H.  Edgarton  8  65 

A.  F.  Fernald,  M.  D.,  fumigation  3  00 

A.  F.  Fernald.  reporting  births  3  00 

C.  J.  Pierce,  M.  D.,  reporting  births  2  50 

H.  E.  Lawrence,  services  as  constable  11  31 


$761  80 


TOWN  CEMETERY. 

Income  from  Rice,  Day  and  Chandler 

Funds  #52  00 

Appropriation  25  00 

Appropriation  for  land  90  00 

EXPENDITURES. 

J.  F.  Brown  $10  50 

P.  Mitchel'  1  50 

H.  Mitchel  8  00 

H.  S.  Hazen  6  05 

M.  W.  Longley,  land  9°  00 


$167  00 


$1 16  05 


CEMETERY  TRUST. 


Income  Gardner  Fund 
Income  Henry  Fund 
Income  Longley  Fund 
Appropriation 


L.  J.  Papineau 
J.  F.  Brown 
C.  H.  Parmenter 
M.  Devarney 
R.  M.  Priest 
A.  F.  Fletcher 
G.  M.  Ballou 
Parker  &  Bateman 


EXPENDITURES. 


119  00 
19  00 
19  00 
50  00 


!io  50 
3  00 
8  80 

5  25 

6  31 
2  00 

15  21 

95  82 


107  00 


146  89 


SALARIES. 


Appropriation 


A.  N.  Blackford,  School  Committee       $13  00 

J.  P.  Hazen,  School  Committee  35  00 

H.  Edgarton,  School  Committee  35  00 
Mary  M.  Nickless,  School  Committee      15  00 

H.  Edgarton,  Treasurer  65  00 

J.  Longley,  Town  Clerk  20  00 

J.  Longley,  Registrar  8  00 

D.  C.  Parsons,  Selectman  75  00 
J.  W.  Farrar,  Selectman  50  00 

E.  J.  Stevens,  Selectman  50  00 
E.  J.  Stevens,  Assessor  25  00 
T.  L.  Hazen,  Assessor  45  00 
D.  C.  Parsons,  Assessor  60  00 
W.  J  Walsh,  Registrar  8  00 
H.  S.  Hazen,  Auditor  3  00 


$500  00 


$507  OO 


NEW  SCHOOL-HOUSE. 

M.  Prue  &  Son  $\\J2  46 

J.  M.  Adams  g 

H.  A.  Sawtell  30  00 

N.  Bodah  !  35 

O.  D.  Cass  &  Co.  346  69 

G  Z.  Page  17  00 


#1577  25 


REPAIRS  TO  TOWN  HOUSE. 

Wm.  Edwards  Slate  Co.  $200  00 


MAPLE  STREET  DRAIN. 

J  P.  Thompson,  agent,  labor  $318  63 

D.  W.  Lewis,  materials  180  72 

Parker  &  Bateman,  civil  engineers  29  01 

Osgood  &  Hart  34  00 

Fitch  burg  R.  R.,  freight  5  80 
D.  C.  Parsons,  cash  paid  for  car  fares, 

telephones,  etc.  7  80 


F.  Lawton,  labor  $4  00 

G.  M.  Ballou,  lumber  4  46 


$575  96 


VILLAGE  BRIDGE. 

Appropriation  $50  00 


46 


STATE  ROAD. 

Appropriation 

A.  N.  Cook,  surveyor  $24  00 


$70  00 
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LIBRARY. 


G.  F.  Lewis,  Janitor 

If  U 

00 

H.  0.  Peasley,  supplies 

8 

Jt 

Conant  Bros.  &  Co.,  supplies 

12 

18 

R  M.  Priest,  repairs 

10 

OO 

W.  M.  Sargent 

60 

Estes  &  Lauriat,  books 

80 

J  y 

Cummings  &  Remington 

18 

88 

Ruth  K.  Burrage 

9 

00 

Mrs.  E.  H.  Conant 

17 

1 1 

H.  S.  Turner 

1 1 

50 

Mrs.  M.  J.  Hazen 

3 

29 

Mabel  G.  Hazen 

12 

00 

R.  H.  White  &  Co. 

35 

47 

John  E.  L.  Hazen 

5 

00 

E.  L.  White 

1 

25 

SEYMOUR  CLAIM. 

J.  Seymour  $224  41 

D.  C.  Parsons,  time  and  expenses  38  09 


$250  21 


TRANSPORTATION  OF  LIBRARY  BOOKS. 

J.  C.  Ayers  $25  00 

STREET  LIGHTS. 

Appropriations  $175  00 

31.  O.  Peasley,  oil  $21  91 

Damon  &  Gould,  supplies  9  55 

D.  C.  Parsons,  supplies  5  25 

Wm.  H.  Brown,  supplies  1  44 

R.  M.  Priest,  supplies  15 

H.  C.  Owens,  care  and  lighting  lamps  122  60 


$160  90 


$262  50 
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GUIDE  POSTS. 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  the  law  we  sub- 
mit the  following  report : 

Guide  posts  have  been  maintained  within  the  limits  of 
the  town,  in  compliance  with  Chapter  53  of  the  Public 
Statutes  and  Acts  of  Amendments  thereof. 

D.  CHESTER  PARSONS, 
JOHN  W.  FARRAR, 
EDWARD  J.  STEVENS, 

Selectmen. 

ENGINEERS'  REPORT. 

Shirley,  March  1,  1898. 
To  tJie  Selectmen  of  the  Tozvn  of  Shirley : 

Gentlemen — The  Board  of  Engineers  herewith  respect- 
fully submit  their  annual  report. 

Two  fires  have  occurred  during  the  year.  The  first 
during  the  early  morning  hours  of  April  8th,  when  the  Fre- 
donian  Mill,  the  property  of  the  Samson  Cordage  Com- 
pany, was  completely  destroyed,  causing  a  loss  of  $40,000. 
The  second  was  on  the  afternoon  of  May  27th,  the  house 
of  the  late  Lucy  Sanderson  was  partially  destroyed  by  fire, 
causing  a  damage  of  $500. 

The  company  consists  of  thirty-three  men,  and  the  appar- 
atus is  in  good  condition. 

A.  S.  THAYER, 
C.  R.  WHITE, 
A.  A.  ADAMS, 
Board  of  Fire  Engineers. 
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ASSESSORS'  REPORT. 

We,  the  Assessors  of  Shirley,  herewith  submit  our  report : 

Town  appropriations  $9,3 50  00 

State  tax  525  00 

County  tax  710  46 

Overlayings  283  48 

 $10,868  94 


Tax  rate  $13.80  per  $1,000. 

Value  of  personal  estate  $142,134  00 

Value  of  buildings  347,970  00 

Value  of  land  250,485  00 


-  $740,589  00 

Exempts 

$8,065  °° 

Number  of  persons  assessed  on  property 

253 

Number  of  persons  assessed  on  polls  only 

175 

Total  number  of  polls 

380 

Number  of  horses 

235 

Number  of  cows 

320 

Number  of  sheep 

5 

Number  of  other  cattle 

89 

Number  of  swine 

44 

Number  of  dwellings 

308 

Number  of  acres  of  land  * 

9,285 

Number  of  fowls 

2,442 

THOMAS  L.  HAZEN, 

D.  CHESTER  PARSONS, 

EDWARD  J.  STEVENS, 

Assessors  of  Shirley. 
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REPORT  of  COLLECTOR  of  TAXES 

For  the  Year  Ending  March  i,  1898. 

Tax  for  1896. 
Tax  warrant  ^993  t  38 

After  tax  28  26 


Amounts  of  payments  $9441  34 

Abatements  53  31 


59  64 


$9494  65 


Balance  due  town  $464  99 

Tax  for  1 897. 

Tax  warrant  $10,868  94 

Amount  paid  to  treasurer  9,889  46 


Balance  due  town  $979  48 

ABATEMENT  OF  TAXES 
For  the  Year 


Harry  Booker,  taxed  in  Acton  $2  00 
Thomas  Cameron,  removed  to  New 

Brunswick  2  00 

Charles  Cleaves,  19  years  2  00 

Wm.  Crowley,  taxed  in  Maynard  2  00 

Mitchel  Devarney,  paid  in  Vermont  2  00 
Jennie  Dodson,  overtax  on  personal 

property  1  59 
F.  W.  Flewelling,  overtax  on  real 

estate  3  43 
Estate  of  C.  Farnsworth,  overtax  on 

real  estate  6  35 

O.  W.  Hume,  taxed  in  Fitchburg  2  00 

George  Marion,  left  town  2  00 
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W.  G.  McClellan,  left  town  2  00 

Edward  Pomfret,  19  years  old  2  00 

A.  Scmedeggarrd,  taxed  in  Groton  2  00 
H.  Wilkins,  overtax  personal  prop- 
erty 32 

F.  A.  Whittaker,  taxed  California  2  00 
C.  F.  Smith,  abated  2  00 
C.  A.  Warren,  taxed  Marlborough  2  00 
Frank  Wheeler,  taxed  in  Ayer  2  00 

G.  M.  Bruce,  not  here  2  00 
S.  P.  Carey,  abated  2  00 
P.  Tarbell,  overtax  on  real  estate  3  81 
Clara  Blood,  overtax  on  real  estate  2  54 
Alonzo  Willis,  taxed  in  Ayer  1  27 
T.  F.  Gately,  19  years  old  2  00 

  $53  3i 

I  hereby  certify  that  the  above  list  and  the  reasons  are 
correct. 

SAMUEL  B.  SCOTT, 

Shirley,  Mass.  Collector  of  Taxes. 

Middlesex,  ss  :  Shirley,  March  1,  1898. 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  day. 

D.  CHESTER  PARSONS, 

Justice  of  the  Peace. 

THOMAS  L.  HAZEN, 
D.  CHESTER  PARSONS, 
.EDWARD  J.  STEVENS, 

Assessors  of  Shirley. 
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LIST  OF  JURORS  FOR  1898-99. 


The  following  list  of  Jurors  has  been  prepared  by  the 
Selectmen  for  the  acceptance  of  the  Town  at  the  Annual 
Meeting  to  be  held  March  21, 

Robertus  F.  Colburn, 
Almond  M.  Holden, 
Savillion  W.  Longley, 
Francis  B.  White, 
John  E.  L.  Hazen, 
Herbert.  E.  Lawrence, 
Alphonso  B.  Sparrow, 
Herman  S.  Hazen, 
John  E.  Gardner, 

Hiram  S 


John  C.  Ayers, 
Howard  M.  Hatch, 
Augustus  B.  Cram, 
James  C.  C.  Parker, 
Charles  H.  Andrews, 
Benjamin  S.  Binney, 
Edwin  L.  White, 
Thomas  L.  Hazen, 
James  F.  Brown, 
Clark. 


TREASURER'S  REPORT. 


l8Q7. 

RECEIPTS. 

Mar.  2. 

Cash  on  hand  2 

$1812 

36 

Mar.  2. 

Cash  received  or  S.  B.  Scott 

94  45 

Mar.  2. 

Cash  or  S.  B.  Scott 

156 

21 

Mar.  2. 

Cash  or  G.  S.  Wells,  order 
error 

1 

00 

Mar.  6. 

Cash  or    Geo.   S.  Burns, 

Bruso 

35 

00 

Mar.  17. 

Cash  of  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts,  corpora- 

tion tax 

437 

22 

Mar.  27. 

Cash  of  Louis  Rowen,  li- 

cense 

6 

CO 

Mar.  30. 

Cash  of  S.  B.  Scott 

144 

42 

Apr.  5. 

Cash  of  S.  B.  Scott 

135 

00 

Apr.  5. 

Cash  of  Town  of  Amesbury 

27 

06 

Apr.  5. 

Cash   of    First  National 

Bank  of  Ayer,  note 

1000 

00 

Apr.  28. 

Cash  of  Town  of  Clinton 

4 

60 

Apr.  28. 

Cash   or    First  National 

Bank  of  Ayer 

1000 

00 

May  18. 

Cash  of  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts,  conta- 

gious diseases 

118 

60 

June  4. 

Cash   of    First  National 

Bank  of  Ayer 

1000 

00 

T  - 

June  25. 

Cash  of  Herise  Greenston, 

license 

6 

00 

June  25. 

Cash  of  S.  B.  Scott 

26  76 

June  25. 

Cash    of    First  National 

Bank  of  Ayer 

1000 

00 

July  1. 

Cash  of  International  Trust 

Co.,  interest 

231 

94 

July  3. 

Cash  of  S.  B.  Scott 

61 

17 

29 


July 

7- 

Cash  of  G.  W.  Sanderson, 

clerk  of  court 

$3  47 

July 

27. 

Cash    of    First  National 

Bank  of  Ayer 

1000  00 

July 

29. 

Cash  of  S.  B.  Scott 

298  61 

Aug. 

3- 

Cash  of  S.  B.  Scott 

194  42 

Aug. 

5- 

Cash  of  S.  B.  Scott 

66  93 

Aug. 

9- 

Cash  of  Morris  Miller,  li- 

cense 

6  00 

Aug. 

18. 

Cash  of  S.  B.  Scott 

302  80 

Aug. 

23. 

Cash  of  S.  B.  Scott 

388  05 

Aug. 

24. 

Cash  of  Commonwealth  of 

Massachusetts,  paupers 

156  84 

Aug.  24. 

Cash  of  Commonwealth  of 

Massachusetts,  inspec- 

tion of  cattle 

37  50 

Sept. 

1. 

Cash  of  S.  B.  Scott 

216  33 

Sept.  15 

Cash   of   Alvin  Lawton, 

license 

1  00 

Sept. 

18. 

Cash  of  S.  B.  Scott 

186  32 

Sept. 

21. 

Cash  of  S.  B.  Scott 

140  00 

Sept. 

28. 

Cash  of  S.  B.  Scott 

200  75 

Oct. 

1. 

Cash  of  S.  B.  Scott 

225  00 

Oct. 

7- 

Cash  of  S.  B.  Scott 

130  00 

Oct. 

12. 

Cash  of  S.  B.  Scott 

203  13 

Oct. 

16. 

Cash  of  S.  B.  Scott 

200  46 

Oct. 

19. 

Cash  of  S.  B.  Scott 

246  20 

Oct. 

19. 

Cash  of  G,  W.  Sanderson, 

court 

3  76 

Oct. 

21. 

Cash  of  S.  B.  Scott 

190  00 

Oct. 

23- 

Cash  of  S.  B.  Scott 

224  73 

Oct. 

25-  . 

Cash  of  S.  B.  Scott 

180  00 

Oct. 

27. 

Cash  of  S.  B.  Scott 

440  68 

Oct. 

29. 

Cash  of  S.  B.  Scott 

2325  23 

Oct. 

30. 

Cash  of  S.  B.  Scott 

932  11 

Nov. 

2. 

Cash  of  S.  B.  Scott 

1003  50 

3° 


Nov.    8.    Cash  of  S.  B.  Scott  $388  36 

Nov.    8.    Cash  of  Geo.  L.  Wright, 

superintendent  of  fund      357  14 
Nov.   9.    G.  W.  Sanderson,  court  1  85 

Nov.  30.    Cash  of  S.  B.  Scott  80  00 

Dec.  11.    Cash  of  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts,  corpora- 
tion tax  136  99 
Dec.  11.    Cash  of  Commonwealth  of 

Massachusetts,  bank  tax    172  09 
Dec.  11.    Cash  of  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts,  military 
aid  8  00 

Dec.  11.  Cash  of  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts,  State 
aid  486  00 

Dec.  24.    Cash  of  S.  B.  Scott.  144  05 


Jan. 

Cash  of  S.  B.  Scott 

156  82 

Jan. 

1. 

Cash    of    First  National 

Bank  of  Ayer 

500 

00 

Jan. 

Cash  of  International  Trust 

Co.,  interest 

242 

32 

Jan. 

8. 

Cash  of  S.  B.  Scott 

115 

00 

Jan. 

29. 

Cash  of  S.  B.  Scott 

84  33 

Jan. 

29. 

Cash  of  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts,  school 

fund 

38i 

28 

Feb. 

1. 

Cash  of  County  Treasurer, 

dog  fund 

126 

15 

Feb. 

15. 

Cash  of  S.  B.  Scott 

141 

92 

Feb. 

19. 

Cash  of  S.  B.  Scott 

213 

88 

Feb. 

28. 

Cash  of  S.  B.  Scott 

186 

95 

Feb. 

28. 

Cash  of  S.  B.  Scott 

82 

85 

Feb. 

28. 

Cash  of  City  of  Fitchburg 

21 

00 

3 


Feb.  28.    Cash  of  J.  W.  Farrar,  use 


of  town  hall 


$19  00 


$21,037  64 


1897. 


EXPENDITURES. 


Paid  outstanding  orders 
Paid  March  orders 
Paid  April  orders 
Paid  May  orders 
Paid  June  orders 
Paid  July  orders 
Paid  August  orders 
Paid  September  orders 
Paid  October  orders 
Paid  November  orders 
Paid  December  orders 


$133  62 
1 192  41 
2624  60 
1 144  44 
149 1  68 
608  81 
807  27 
820  91 
1 181  28 

7i 17  47 
768  61 


Paid  January  orders 
Paid  February  orders 
Paid  State  tax 

Cash  on  hand 


Shirley,  March 


IO95 
88l 


IO 
525  OO 


$20,392  37 
$645  27 

$21,037  64 

HENRY  EDGARTON, 

Treasurer. 


AUDITOR'S  REPORT. 

Shirley,  March  7,  1898. 

To  the  Citizens  of  Shirley: 

I  hereby  certify  that  I  have  examined  the  accounts  of 
the  Selectmen,  Town  Treasurer  and  Overseers  of  the  Poor, 
for  the  year  ending  March  I,  1898,  and  find  them  correctly 
kept,  with  proper  vouchers  for  money  paid  out. 

B.  S.  BINNEY,  Auditor. 
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REPORT  OF  LIBRARY  TRUSTEES. 

The  Library  Trustees  submit  the  following  report  of 
receipts  and  expenditures,  also  of  condition  and  use  of 
Library  during  the  past  year,  and  would  suggest  that  the 
sum  of  $300  be  appropriated  for  the  year  ensuing  : 

Number  of  books  in  circulation  March  1,  1898  2277 

Number  of  books  of  reference  March  1,  1898  305 

Number  of  days  library  was  open  51 

Number  of  persons  taking  books  295 

Number  of  books  taken  4222 

Receipts. 


$265  90 


Town  appropriation 

$250 

00 

Receipts  from  fine  money 

15 

90 

Expenditures. 

Express  and  freight  books 

$1 

35 

Mr.  Stebbins,  care  of  lawn,  etc. 

4 

80 

Subscriptions  to  magazines 

3 

25 

Cleaning  library 

1 

80 

G.  F.  Lewis,  janitor 

13 

00 

Conant  Bros.  &  Co.,  coal 

12 

18 

H.  0.  Peasley,  supplies 

8 

34 

Estes  &  Lauriat,  books 

89 

59 

Cummings  &  Remington 

18 

88 

H.  S.  Turner 

1 1 

50 

R.  M.  Priest 

10 

00 

E.  L.  White 

1 

25 

Wm.  M.  Sargent 

3 

60 

Mrs.  E.  H.  Conant,  books 

17 

1 1 

Ruth  M.  Burrage,  librarian 

9 

00 

Mabel  Hazen,  librarian 

12 

00 

33 


Mrs.  M.  J.  Hazen,  books 
J.  E.  L.  Hazen,  magazines 
R.  H.  White  &  Co.,  books 


$3  29 
5  00 
35  47 

  $261  41 


U  49 

TRUSTEES  OF  PUBLIC  LIBRARY, 

By  Mary  M.  Nickless,  Secretary. 
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TOWN  CLERK'S  REPORT  OF  REG- 
ISTRATION. 

Marriages  in  1897. 


Residence  Shirley  when  not  given. 

J  an. 

jrv.rinur  vv.  ivockwooci,  \jriocon, 

od.id.ij  1^1.  jrdniici. 

J  an. 

14. 

William    T  WalcVi 
VV  lllldlll  J.  VVdlblJ, 

/\  1 1          h     1    nrnAC      K^\cf  An 
■TlllLC  r.  V^dlllCb,  IJUblUN. 

J  an. 

14. 

vviiinu  Lr.  i\aaeau, 

/viiLc  ivi.  odiiucr isUIl. 

Jan. 

ID. 

Lyman  B.  Cotting, 

odrdn  .r\.  ^ogbwcii. 

Feh 

9- 

OdlllUCl  lJUUdlJj 

V_/UdIlULL  VJCilUIL. 

Foh 

r(Uwdiu  j_ycvdi  iiey , 

Mary  Grelis. 

O  T 

31- 

1  IlUIIldb  V^.  DUlIlil, 

\/l  O  T*  1 7      1     1     |  <  »-1  /in          /  \    if  ot- 

ividry  kj  iJiicii,  /lyci, 

J  une 

10. 

Welcome  H.  Longley, 

Bessie  C.  Barry,  Barrington,  N.  H. 

J  une 

PharlfQ  W   Million  Avpr 

iviay  riouart. 

July 

4- 

/\iireci  j.  iveopei, 

Maggie  Golding. 

Aug. 

2. 

George  A.  Fanion, 

Delia  J.  Simard. 

Aug. 

4- 

Daniel  O'Neil, 

Mary  Shea. 

Aug. 

18. 

William  P.  Sargent,  Athol 

Jennie  F.  Andrews. 

Aug. 

29. 

Levi  Devarney, 

Mary  Pennissou. 

Aug. 

30. 

William  Jionet, 

Victoria  Lambert. 
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Sept.  i. 

John  Sprague,  Harvard, 

Harriet  Loomer. 

Sept.  7. 

Alton  R.  Lancy,  Lunenburg, 

Estelle  M.  Brown. 

Sept.  8. 

George  F.  Buxton, 

Bessie  A.  Harvey. 

Nov.  2. 

Bernard  Hart, 

Julia  Coughlin. 

Nov.  8. 

Michael  Bulger, 

Minnie  Ginet. 

Dec.  8. 

Albert  E.  Blanchard, 

Alice  G.  Wilson. 

Births. 

Thirty -two  births  have  been  registered — twenty-one 
males  and  eleven  females. 


Deaths  in  1897, 


Birthplace  Shirley  when  not  given. 

YRS. 

MOS.  DYS. 

Jan. 

3- 

Flora  A.  Genoit 

2 

Jan. 

22. 

Lucy  E.  Sanderson,  Southwick 

75 

I 

29 

Jan. 

23- 

Mary  E.  Harold,  Ayer 

20 

10 

27 

Jan. 

23- 

Alex  Casey 

2 

21 

Mar. 

10. 

Rose  Devarney 

I 

21 

Mar. 

13- 

William  Baker 

2 

Mar. 

16. 

Leonora  L.  Wright,  Westford 

84 

4 

26 

Mar. 

I/- 

John  B.  Eva,  Canada 

76 

Mar. 

20. 

William  H.  Igo,  Medford 

25 

4 

1 1 

Mar.  24. 

Daniel  Holden 

7i 

Mar.  25. 

Sylvia  A.  Porter,  Lunenburg 

77 

2 

29 

Apr. 

2.- 

Lyman  B.  Cutting,  Holden 

69 

8 

Apr. 

2. 

Sarah  A.  Cutting,  Lancaster 

72 

1 1 

Apr. 

10. 

Sarah  Lawrence 

78- 

10 

26 

May 

19. 

Still-born. 

May 

19. 

Mary  E.  Perry,  Newton 

23 

8 

36 


YRS.     MOS.  DYS. 


May  20. 

Henrietta  Bessey,  Sandwich 

7* 

3 

16 

May  28. 

William  P.  Wilbur,  Dover,  Conn. 

72 

3 

28 

June  28. 

Richard  H  Collins,  Chatham 

84 

1 

July  28. 

Hope  A.  Snell,  Dartmouth 

79 

10 

2 

Aug.  8. 

Agnes  Simard,  Canada 

35 

7 

Aug.  16. 

Dexter  Bruce,  Marlboro 

80 

8 

22 

Aug.  16. 

Henry  Sidelovv 

4 

12 

Aug.  28. 

Europe  A.  Steere,  Oxford 

43 

10 

28 

Sept.  8. 

Charles  E.  Parmenter 

7 

Nov.  9. 

Timothy  Frye,  Windham,  Conn. 

68 

3 

Nov.  24. 

Nellie  J.  O'Neil,  Lawrence 

26 

5 

20 

Dec.  4. 

Charles  Devarney 

2 

Dec.  9. 

Mary  A.  Cormier 

8 

Dec.  26. 

Edward  Richardson,  England 

59 

10 

13 

Sixty  eight  dogs  have  been  registered  from  May  1,  1897 
to  May  1,  1898, — sixty-five  males  and  three  females. 

Amount  of  fees  received,  $145. 

JONAS  LONGLEY,  Town  Clerk. 
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TOWN  WARRANT. 


Commonwealth  of  Massachusetts, 
middlesex  ss. 

To  Jonas  Longley,  Clerk  of  the  Town  of  Shirley, 
in  said  County, 

Greeting  : 

In  the  name  of  the  Commonwealth,  aforesaid,  you 
are  hereby  required  by  posting  an  attested  copy  of 
this  Warrant  at  the  Postoffice  in  Shirley,  and  a  like 
copy  in  the  Postoffice  in  Shirley  Village,  eight  days 
at  least  before  the  time  herein  appointed  for  the 
meeting,  to  notify  and  warn  all  the  legal  voters  of 
said  Town,  to  assemble  in  the  Town  Hall,  on 
Monday,  the  twenty-first  day  of  March  instant,  at 
ten  o'clock  in  the  forenoon,  to  give  in  their  votes  on 
one  ballot,  for  a  Town  Clerk,  three  Selectmen,  and 
three  Overseers  of  the  Poor,  three  Assessors,  Treas- 
urer, one  School  Committee  for  three  years,  one 
School  Committee  for  two  years,  two  Trustees  of 
the  Public  Library  for  three  years,  one  Trustee 
of  the  Public  Library  for  two  years,  two  Auditors, 
Collector  of  Taxes,  three  Constables  ;  also,  to  vote 
Yes  or  No  on  the  question :  Shall  license  be 
granted  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  in  this 
Town.  The  Polls  will  be  open  at  ten  o'clock  and 
thirty  minutes  in  the  forenoon,  and  may  be  closed 
at  three  o'clock  P.  M.,  of  said  day.  Also,  to  act  on 
the  following  Articles  : 
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Article  i.    To  choose  a  Moderator: 

Art.  2.  To  choose  all  officers  not  required  by 
law  to  be  chosen  by  ballot. 

Art.  3.  To  hear  the  report  of  the  Selectmen  and 
act  thereon. 

Art.  4.  To  see  what  sum  of  money  the  town 
will  raise  and  appropriate  for  the  support  of  schools, 
and  the  poor,  highways  and  bridges,  fire  department, 
enforcement  of  law,  interest  on  notes,  library,  ceme- 
teries, Memorial  Day,  street  lights,  salary  of  officers, 
transportation  of  library  books,  and  all  necessary 
and  incidental  expenses  of  the  town  for  the  ensuing 
year. 

Art.  5.  To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take  in 
relation  to  the  collection  of  taxes. 

Art.  6.  To  see  if  the  town  will  fix  the  salary  of 
the  Tax  Collector  or  act  thereon. 

Art.  7.  To  see  if  the  town  will  authorize  the 
Town  Treasurer  to  borrow  money  in  anticipation  of 
taxes  or  act  thereon. 

Art.  8.  To  see  if  the  town  will  accept  or  alter 
the  list  of  jurors  as  prepared  by  the  Selectmen. 

Art.  9.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  choose  a 
Park  Commissioner. 

Art.  10.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept 
the  provisions  of  Sections  267,  268,  269  of  Chapter 
417  of  the  Acts  of  1893,  and  the  Acts  in  the  amend- 
ment thereof  or  act  thereon. 
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Art.  1 1.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  print  the 
Assessors'  valuation  lists  for  the  ensuing  year  or  act 
thereon. 

Art.  12.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  employ 
a  town  physician  or  act  thereon. 

Art.  13.  To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take 
relative  to  the  claim  of  George  S.  Wells. 

Art.  14.  To  see  what  action  the  town  will  take 
relative  to  the  claim  against  the  Town  of  Lancaster 
for  services  rendered  at  forest  fire,  May  18  and  19, 
1896,  or  act  thereon. 

Art.  15.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  pur- 
chase of  Mrs.  Agnes  Whitaker  the  lot  of  land  ad- 
joining the  Village  Cemetery,  and  raise  and  appro- 
priate a  sum  of  money  therefor  or  act  thereon. 

Art.  16.  To  hear  the  report  of  the  Committee 
on  the  Village  Cemetery,  for  the  laying  out  of  new 
lots,  etc.,  or  act  thereon. 

Art.  17.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  grant 
lots  in  the  Village  Cemetery  to  all  persons  who  now 
have  lots  therein  that  the  town  has  not  voted  to  grant 
them  or  act  thereon. 

Art.  18.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  build  a 
row  of  horse  sheds  near  to  the  Town  House,  and 
raise  and'  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  therefor,  or 
act  thereon. 

Art.  19.  To  see  if  the  town  will  vote  to  accept 
the  legacy  of  the  late  Sally  M.  Page,  or  act  thereon. 


MEMBERS  OF  SCHOOL  BOARD. 


Henry  Edgarton.    Term  expires  1898. 
Mary  M.  Nickless.    Term  expires  1898, 
Jacob  P.  Hazen.    Term  expires  1899. 
Rev.  W.  N.  Blackford.  (Resigned). 


ORGANIZATION. 

Jacob  P.  Hazen,  Chairman. 
Mary  M.  Nickless,  Secretary  and  Supply  Agent. 
Charles  L.  Clay,  Superintendent  of  Schools. 

Residence,  Harvard,  Mass. 


SCHOOL  ASSETS. 


Appropriations  $3200  00 

Com.  of  Mass.,  Superintendent  357  14 

Longley  fund  232  88 

Parker  fund  191  88 

Com.  of  Mass.,  school  fund  381  28 

County  Treas.,  dog  fund  126  15 


$4489  33 


Com.  of  Mass.,  due  §  year,  Supt.  8-28th 

of  $1250.00  $238  30 


EXPENDITURES. 


Teachers 

$3058  50 

Janitors 

197  60 

Repairs 

507  84 

Supplies . 

246  74 

Fuel 

338  45 

Tuition 

328  66 

Incidentals 

82  00 

Superintendent 

321  43 

I  22 


SCHOOLS. 


SUPERINTENDENT. 

G.  L.  Clay  $321  43 

TEACHERS. 


Ethel  L.  Stratton 

#354  00 

Mabel  r.  Conant 

162  00 

Lura  A.  White 

378  00 

Clara  L.  Coffin 

216  00 

Jennie  R.  Sanborn 

402  00 

t     t\/t  i\/r 

L.  M.  Mernam 

204  00 

Addie  M.  Quimby 

108  00 

Minnie  Holden 

1 14  00 

Grace  M.  Kilburn 

216  00 

Lillian  F.  Richardson 

207  00 

Bertha  M.  Willard 

207  00 

Abigail  C.  Hitchcock 

132  00 

Frank  H.  Dame 

137  50 

Viola  Piper 

no  00 

Mrs.  Gates-Lockhart 

in  00 

JANITORS. 

H.  C.  Owens 

$129  50 

Forrest  Stanton 

21  35 

W.  J.  Baker 

30  00 

Mary  Bruso,  cleaning 

1  00 

E.  F.  Sleeper 

10  80 

Alice  Dawborn 

4  95 

#3058  50 


$197  60 
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FUEL. 


Conant  Bros.  &  Co.  $220  54 

H.  O.  Peasley  !^  ^ 

J.  P.  Hazen  ^  I2 


S.  Farnsworth 
G.  M.  Ballou 


TUITION. 


45  00 

2  05 


Town  of  Ayer  #288  66 

E.  H.  Conant  20  00 

C.  H.  Miner  20  00 


SUPPLIES. 


J.  L.  Hammett  Co.  $85  41 

Werner  School  Book  Co.  8  00 

Fitchburg  Railroad  1  08 

Conant  Bros.  &  Co.  15  47 

Houghton,  Mifflin  &  Co.  5  10 

Wm.  Ware  &  Co.  1  00 

The  Morse  Co.  11  73 

The  Educational  Co.  8  87 

Ginn  &  Co..  34  72 

Massachusetts  Bible  Co.  1  60 

J.  Whiteley  3  25 

C.  L.  Clay  6  49 
Silver,  Burdett  &  Co.  14  92 
Wm.  M.  Sargent  24  48 
J.  P.  Hazen  2  45 

D.  C.  Heath  &  Co.  10  51 
American  Book  Co.  4  23 
National  Express  Co.  20 
Boston  Supply  Co.  3  50 
D.  Harley  3  33 


$338  45 


$328  66 


#246  74 
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REPAIRS. 


KJ.  D.  uass  (x  L^o.  js 

190 

50 

M.  r .  r  rue  &  oon 

7 

oO 

H.  O.  reasley 

1 1 

34 

C.  H.  Parmenter 

19 

35 

r.  bnucrowe 

10 

75 

H.  L.  Owens 

19 

55 

(J.  W.  .Balcom 

3 

10 

T  T       A       C*  „  .„11 

ti.  A.  bawtell 

179 

37 

u.  rl.  Miner 

4 

5° 

Ur.  M.  JDallou 

14 

02 

wt   i_r   i  >  „  „ 

W.  ti.  crown 

23 

51 

G.  A.  Adams 

1 

OO 

Damon  &  Gould  Co. 

46 

H.  C.  Cook  &  Co. 

55 

S.  E.  Parmenter 

5 

OO 

W.  H.  Crossman 

6 

59 

Samson  Cordage  Co. 

44 

R.  M.  Priest 

1 

15 

N.  A.  Holden 

50 

MISCELLANEOUS. 

H.  C.  Owens,  care  truants 

#15 

75 

W.  M.  Parks,  care  truants 

8 

00 

G.  L.  Fairbanks,  team  for  music  teacher 

25 

OO 

J.  C.  Ayers,  transportation  children 

15 

75 

E.  Bathrick,  labor 

1 

OO 

J.  S.  Loucks,  transportation  children 

16 

50 

$507  84 


$82  OO 


At  a  meeting  of  the  Board,  held  March  2,  1898,  the 
Superintendent  of  Schools  submitted  his  annual  report, 
which  was  accepted  and  adopted  as  the  report  -  of  the 
School  Committee  for  the  year  ending  Feb.  28,  1898. 

JACOB  P.  HAZEN, 
HENRY  EDGARTON, 
MARY  M.  NICKLESS, 

School  Committee. 
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SUPERINTENDENT'S  REPORT 


To  the  School  Committee  of  Shirley : 

I  have  the  privilege  to  submit  to  you  my  third  annual 
report  of  the  schools  for  the  year  ending  Feb.  28,  1898. 
This  is  also  my  prescribed  duty. 

The  matters  treated  of  in  any  school  report  of  a  town 
are  of  deep  concern  to  the  inhabitants  thereof;  I  trust  the 
present  report  will  be  read  with  interest  and  considered 
with  thoughtfulness  ;  at  the  same  time  and  all  of  the  time, 
let  it  not  be  forgotten  that  our  public  schools  exist  for  the 
benefit  of  the  children,  and  that  every  child  living  within 
the  boundaries  of  Shirley  is  entitled  to  the  best  education 
the  town  can  afford  to  give  him. 


FINANCIAL. 

I.  Cost  of  Schools.  There  has  been  expended  for 
school  purposes,  less  repairs  and  outside  tuition  for 
high  school  pupils,  $4,244.72.  The  average  attendance 
has  been  192.  This  makes  the  cost  of  each  pupil's 
schooling  $22.11.  Throughout  the  State  the  cost  was 
$26.10,  with  an  average  length  of  schooling  9  months  and 
6  days.  Our  schools  have  kept  35  weeks  at  the  Center, 
North  and  East  and  38  weeks  at  the  Village.  The  amount 
paid  for  text  books  and  supplies  is  $24674,  or  $1.28  per 
pupil.  This  item  throughout  the  State  averages  $1.50  per 
pupil. 

II.  Cost  of  Superintendence.  The  Superintendent  has 
charge  of  a  district  embracing  Bolton,  Boylston,  Harvard 
and  Shirley.  The  State  fixes  a  minimum  salary  of  $1,500 
a  year,  and  pays  back  to  the  towns  $1,250.  The  remain- 
ing $250  is  paid  from  appropriations  of  the  towns  in  the 
following  proportions:  six  twenty-eighths  by  Bolton;  five 
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twenty-eighths  by  Boylston  ;  nine  twenty-eighths  by  Har- 
vard, and  eight  twenty-eighths  by  Shirley.  Shirley's  share 
is  consequently,  $71.43.  For  the  year  ending  June  30, 
1898,  the  District  Committee  has  allowed  the  Superintend- 
ent $30  for  postage  and  stationery  expenses  to  be  appur- 
tained  in  the  above  ratio. 

THE  TEACHERS  AND  THE  SCHOOLS. 

The  spring  term  was  carried  on  in  each  instance  by  the 
several  teachers  in  charge  when  my  last  report  was  made. 
The  completion  of  the  new  building  provided  for  a  needed 
accommodation  for  grades.  The  First  Primary  was  given 
the  lower  room  in  the  old  house,  the  Second  Primary  the 
upper  room;  the  Third  Primary  had  number  8;  the  Lower 
Grammer  school  was  put  into  the  East  room  of  the  new 
building,  and  the  Upper  Grammar  grades  into  the  West 
room.  The  repairs  and  the  new  seats  put  into  the  brick 
house  and  the  Center  building,  have  been  greatly  appre- 
ciated by  the  pupils  and  teachers.  These  rooms  are  now 
very  commodious  and  comfortable.  I  wish  our  tax-payers 
would  see  for  themselves  what  proper  wants  for  school 
purposes  a  little  money  has  made  it  possible  to  have. 

•At  the  beginning  of  the  fall  term  there  were  several 
changes  in  the  teaching  force.  In  the  Second  Primary 
Miss  Conant  withdrew.  We  were  sorry  to  have  her  go. 
Miss  Grace  Kilburn  was  elected  to  the  position.  For  the 
Grammar  school,  Miss  Coffin  announced  that  she  was  not 
a  candidate  for  re-election  ;  she  had  been  in  the  school 
quite  a  number  of  terms,  and  will  be  remembered  by  her 
pupils  for  the  euthusiasm  she  brought  to  her  work,  and  the 
interest  she  took  in  her  scholars.  Miss  Abigail  C.  Hitch- 
cock took  the  school  for  the  full  term,  at  the  close  of  which 
Mr.  Frank  H.  Dame,  a  teacher  of  successful  experience, 
was  placed  in  charge. 

This  school  does  not  receive  the  support  it  ought  from 
parents  when  children  enter  it.    There  may  be  just  as 
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many  classes  with  eight  pupils  as  with  thirty-eight,  and 
takes  about  as  long  to  hear  the  recitations.  In  our  Gram- 
mar schools,  with  one  teacher,  the  course  of  a  commercial 
school,  for  instance,  cannot  be  added  even  if  it  were  desir- 
able. The  average  pupil  of  VIII  grades  standing  is  not 
usually  considered  able  to  take  up,  with  advantage  to  him- 
self, such  work.  To  withdraw  a  pupil  from  the  school  that 
is  doing  good  and. the  usual  work  of  his  grade,  is  to  largely 
destroy  the  efficiency  of  that  school  It  discourages  the 
teacher,  creates  uneasiness  among  the  pupils  who  remain, 
and  excites  harmful  criticism  in  the  community.  It  re- 
mains with  the  parents,  whether  or  not  we  shall  have  a 
good  Grammer  school  at  the  Village.  At  the  East  Miss 
Quimby  could  not  be  persuaded  to  return.  Miss  Bertha 
M.  Willard  has  had  the  school  for  two  terms.  Teachers 
would  enjoy  this  school,  and  their  lives  made  worth  living 
and  themselves  self-respecting,  if  the  children  could  be 
allowed  to  attend  and  made  obedient  to  regulations  pre- 
vailing in  common  communities. 

Miss  Lillian  F.  Richardson  succeeded  Miss  Holden  at 
the  North.  I  think  it  is  well  understood  that  we  have  con- 
tinued to  have  a  good  school ;  the  children  have  been  as 
they  were  last  year,  much  interested  in  their  work. 

Miss  Viola  Piper  has  been  at  the  Center  school  during 
the  last  term.  This  school  is  very  discouraging  to  any 
good  teacher,  from  the  irregular  attendance  of  some  of  its 
older  pupils.  Of  course  this  is  a  matter  of  parental  con- 
trol. At  the  present  time,  we  have  the  best  corps  of 
teachers  through  all  the  schools  that  we  have  had  since 
I  have  been  connected  with  them. 

A  GOOD  SCHOOL. 

What  constitutes  a  good  school  ?  What  are  the  neces- 
sary conditions  under  which  every  pupil  can  make  the 
greatest  advancement?  I  think  we  shall  agree  that  there 
must  be  the  harmonious  working  together  of  these  three 


essential  factors — the  children,  the  parents  and  the  teacher. 
The  efforts  of  the  best  teacher  can  be  easily  thwarted  by 
the  insubordination  of  the  pupils,  or  the  interference  of  the 
parents ;  while,  with  the  sympathy  and  co-operation  of 
parents,  securing  as  they  may  the  regular  attendance  and 
obedience  of  their  pupils,  even  "  a  poor  teacher"  will  give 
better  results,  and  of  infinitely  greater  advantage  to  the 
children  than  we  get  where  the  opposite  conditions  pre- 
vail. The  whim  of  the  children,  the  prejudice  of  neigh- 
bors, etc.,  if  allowed  to  supercede  more  vital  interests,  will 
destroy  the  efforts  of  the  best  teacher  on  earth,  and  do  the 
greatest  harm  to  the  child. 

For  parents  "  to  take  sides"  with  pupils  in  every  trivial 
matter,  to  criticize  the  teacher  in  their  presence,  to  dictate 
for  them  courses  of  action  without  regard  to  the  teacher's 
wishes  or  directions  is  a  sure  way  to  defeat  the  right  pur- 
poses of  pupils  and  teachers,  to  subvert  all  authority,  and 
hinder  the  development  of  the  true  end  of  school  govern- 
ment, which  is  self-government.  When  any  trouble  arises 
at  school  in  which  any  child  is  involved,  it  is  in  the  spirit 
of  this  enlightened  age  and  my  immediate  duty  to  myself, 
to  my  child,  to  the  teacher,  to  the  school  and  to  my  neigh- 
bors, who  at  least  are  especially  interested  with  me  in 
having  the  best  school  possible,  to  seek  a  harmonious 
adjustment  of  the  matter.  It  is  so  much  better  for  my 
child,  at  least,  to  allay  trouble  than  to  stir  it  up. 

It  is  the  lack  of  sympathetic  co-operation  on  the  part 
of  parents  that  is  a  great  cause  of  the  lack  of  the  improve- 
ment and  progress  in  our  schools,  which  we  have  a  reason- 
ably right  to  expect,  when  so  much  is  done  and  provided 
for  them. 

ATTENDANCE. 

With  70  per  cent,  of  our  children  living  in  the  village, 
"  within  a  stone's  throw  "  of  the  school-houses,  it  seems  to 
me  that  our  percentage  of  attendance  is  lamentably  low. 
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Does  it  gauge  approximately  the  estimation  in  which  edu- 
cation is  held  by  the  people  of  Shirley  ?  I  can  hardly  think 
so,  though  it  is  evident  that  our  children  are  allowed  to  let 
too  large  a  share  of  their  precious  young  school  opportuni- 
ties run  to  waste.  For  the  four  weeks  ending  January  29 
the  199  school  children  of  Shirley  lost  95.9  half-days,  equal 
to  the  schooling  of  a  child  for  three  years  of  32  weeks  a 
year.  All  this  immense  loss  was  apparently  for  no  good 
reason. 

Is  there  a  parent  in  Shirley  who  does  not  believe  the 
following?  "The  school  in  all  its  work  seeks  to  help  the 
home  by  what  it  teaches  the  children,  and  not  the  least  of 
its  lessons  is  that  of  the  value  and  power  of  regular  atten- 
tion to  duty.  The  child's  regular  attendance  at  school,  the 
keeping  unbroken  of  his  interest  in  school  work,  the  im- 
pressing upon  him  the  necessity  of  his  faithful  daily  per- 
formance of  school  work,  are  influences  shaping  him  toward 
faithful,  ambitious  and  successful  manhood." 

"  Fidelity  to  duty,  obedience  to  law,  and  respect  for  the 
rights  and  feelings  of  others  are  taught  in  our  schools,  and 
all  should  lend  a  helping  hand  to  the  teachers  in  inculcating 
these  principles." 

"  It  is  just  as  necessary  that  all  (of  a  class)  should  learn 
the  same  lesson  at  the  same  time  and  go  on  to  the  next,  as 
it  is  that  the  lesson  should  be  learned  at  all." 

"  Promptness  in  meeting  our  engagement  we  consider  a 
virtue  in  a  person,  and  if  our  children  be  trained  in  the 
exercise  of  this  virtue,  its  practice  will  be  much  easier  in 
after  years.  If  a  child  attends  school,  he  shall  be  there  at 
the  time  appointed  for  the  beginning  of  the  services,  and 
should  be  taught  by  parent  as  well  as  teacher,  that  it  is  a 
misdemeanor  not  to  be  there.  He  should  be  taught  that 
'punctuality  is  one  of  the  levers  that  rule  the  world,'  and 
that  in  all  the  vocations  of  life  it  is  essential  to  highest 
success." 
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ADORNMENT  OF  SCHOOL-HOUSES. 

In  many  of  the  cities  and  larger  towns  educational  asso- 
ciations are  being  formed,  looking  toward  the  betterment  of 
the  schools  in  various  ways.  One  thing  that  engages  the 
attention  of  these  societies  is  the  interior  decorations  of 
school-houses.  If  it  is  deemed  essential,  or  even  advisable, 
"  to  bring  the  higher  influences  of  music,  art,  science  and 
literature  into  closer  relations  with  the  schools  "  in  large 
places,  where  museums  and  art  galleries  abound  and  shop 
windows  are  full  of  beautiful  pictures,  how^much  more  is 
something  needed  in  our  country  towns,  where  even  in  the 
most  favored  homes  good  specimens  of  the  best  art  are 
rarely  found.  The  tinting  of  the  walls  and  ceilings  is  a 
step  in  this  direction,  and  it  costs  no  more  to  add  "a  bit  of 
color." 

"  Surround  young  people  during  school  hours  with  pic- 
tures, paintings  and  statuary  set  off  by  tinted  walls,  and  the 
silent  beauty  irradiating  the  refrain  will  quicken  and  purify 
the  taste  without  ever  encroaching  upon  school  time,  or 
interfering  with  school  work." 

I  wish  it  might  be  the  great  pleasure  of  the  Superin- 
tendent to  be  able  to  acknowledge  annually  the  gifts  of 
pictures,  photographs,  etc.,  from  public-spirited  men  and 
women  who  are  interested  in  the  town  and  its  schools,  to 
be  placed  in  our  several  school  rooms,  where  they  shall 
give  pleasure  and  instruction  to  many  children. 

CARE  OF  SCHOOL-HOUSES. 

The  teachers  with  much  reason  have  frequent  complaints 
to  make  about  the  care  or  want  of  care  of  their  school 
rooms.  These  should  be  kept  about  as  clean  as  well-regu- 
lated home  rooms,  ever  presenting  as  they  must  an  object  ' 
lesson,  in  order  or  disorder,  dirt  or  cleanliness,  according 
to  their  condition.  Next  to  the  home  of  the  child,  the 
school  should  be  the  most  beautiful  and  best-loved  spot  in 
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the  world,  whose  threshold  should  be  crossed  with  some- 
thing of  a  reverend  step.  To  help  inspire  a  proper  feeling 
every  school-house  should  be  kept  clean  and  made  at- 
tractive. 

When  the  several  janitors  are  engaged  it  should  be  stip- 
ulated that  the  school-house  shall  be  kept  in  good  order; 
fires  built  in  season  to  have  the  room  sufficiently  warm 
when  it  is  time  for  school  to  begin  ;  the  floors  thoroughly 
swept  twice  a  week  at  least,  and  every  day  if  needed ;  chalk 
troughs  cleared  out;  the  walls  and  ceilings  brushed  off 
once  a  month;  the  seats,  desks,  chairs,  window-sills,  tops 
of  mop  boards,  etc.,  dusted  with  a  cloth,  not  switched  with 
a  brush,  all  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  teacher  in  charge. 

A  sink,  water-basin,  soap,  towels  with  means  provided  for 
washing  them,  a  mirror  and  a  comb  should  be  in  every 
school-house.  One  of  the  best  lessons  that  we  can  teach 
our  boys  and  girls,  and  one  that  I  see  needed  to  be  applied 
about  every  visit  I  make  to  a  school,  is  that  they  should 
keep  themselves  neat  and  respectable.  The  small  item  of 
expense  involved  would  be  more  than  saved  in  keeping 
school  books  neat  and  respectable,  which  we  often  now 
find  disgustingly  dirty. 

PREPARATION  BY  TEACHERS. 

These  days  teaching  is  something  more  than  "  hearing 
lessons"  and  "keeping  school."  Our  best  teachers  find  it 
necessary  to  give  a  large  amount  of  time  "  out  of  hours  "  in 
the  daily  preparation  of  work.  What  subject  to  present, 
and  how  to  present  it,  even  in  the  lowest  grades  should  be 
a  matter  of  daily  study  on  the  part  of  the  teacher.  A 
method  of  last  year  or  of  last  term,  perhaps,  may  not  be 
the  best  one  for  the  children  of  this  year  and  this  term. 
Educational  papers,  school  journals,  county  conventions, 
state  institutes,  the  home  teachers'  meetings  and  visiting 
days  are  all  needed  and  appreciated  by  the  wide-a-wake 
progressive  teacher.    It  lies  with  the  School  Committee  to 
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say  whether  or  not  teachers  shall  close  their  schools  to 
attend  any  of  these  meetings.  The  home  teachers'  meet- 
ings we  are  holding  at  present  on  Saturday  mornings. 

HOME-WORK. 

All  children  cannot  do  the  same  amount  of  work' and 
accomplish  the  same  tasks  in  the  same  time.  Parents 
sometimes  complain  that  their  pupils  are  held  back  be- 
cause there  are  "  drags  "  in  the  class.  Home  study  may  be 
profitably  done  by  the  two  extremes  of  a  somewhat  large 
class;  by  "the  bright  ones"  in  order  to  pass  to  an  ad- 
vanced grade  before  the  time  of  yearly  promotion,  or  for 
work  outside  the  usual  course ;  by  those  who  need  extra 
lessons  and  drill  upon  principles  which  have  been  taught 
in  school.  Another  object  for  the  last  class  is  to  train 
them  to  work  independently.  It  seems  to  me  that  during 
school  time  all  the  energies  of  the  school  child  should  be 
devoted  to  the  main  work  of  his  existence,  namely,  getting 
an  education,  the  preparing  himself  to  best  enjoy  and  to 
get  the  most  out  of  the  life  opening  before  him.  But 
home-work  done  for  the  pupil  defeats  the  end  for  which  it 
is  usually  given. 

SCHOOL  LEGISLATION. 

There  is  before  the  present  legislature  an  act,  House 
Bill  209,  relative  to  school  attendance  and  truancy,  which 
I  trust  will  become  a  law.  The  town  of  Shirley  is  espe 
pecially  interested  in  this  proposed  legislation  ;  a  pupil  ask- 
ing to  have  his  tuition  paid  at  a  high  school  in  some  other 
town  must  have  "completed  the  course  of  instruction  pro- 
vided by  the  former  town,  and  in  the  opinion  of  the  Super- 
intendent of  Schools  or  the  School  Committee  of  said  for- 
mer town,  is  properly  qualified  to  enter  such  high  school;" 
then  it  is  proposed  to  establish  parental  schools  under  the 
care  and  at  the  expense  of  the  state,  in  place  of  the  present 
truant  schools  maintained  by  the  county,  to  which  "  habit- 
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ual  truants,  habitual  absentees  or  habitual  school  offend 
ers"  shall  be  admitted  and  schooled  without  expense  to 
the  towns  from  which  such  pupils  are  sent  ;  further  "school 
attendance  officers  "  are  to  take  the  place  of  and  perform 
the  duties  now  attempted  to  be  performed  by  truant  offi- 
cers, but  under  such  conditions  as  will  make  their  services 
much  more  effective,  it  is  hoped.  I  think  the  passage  of 
this  bill  would  help  us  raise  our  percentage  of  attendance 
in  some  of  our  schools. 

VERTICAL  WRITING. 

To  do  a  thing  because  about  everybody  else  does  it,  is 
only  to  go  where  "  wide  is  the  gate  and  broad  is  the  way 
that  leadeth  to  destruction;"  but  a  style  of  penmanship 
that  is  "natural"  to  the  child,  easier  to  acquire  than  any 
other,  and  more  legible,  is  sufficient  reason  for  adapting  it. 
The  Committee  allowed  me  to  introduce  vertical  writing; 
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into  the  lower  grades  in  September.  It  is  too  early  to 
show  many  good  specimens,  but  we  hope  to  have  some 
creditable  results  of  the  change  by  the  end  of  next  term. 
We  selected  the  National  System. 

READING. 

And  now  abideth  these  three,  reading,  writing,  and  'rith- 
metic,  but  the  greatest  of  these  is  reading.  It  is  the  founda- 
tion of  all  studies.  I  am  convinced  that  we  do  not  give 
time  enough  to  it  in  the  lower  grades.  It  should  be  the 
chief  mark  of  the  pupil  in  the  primary  classes.  At  the 
end  of  the  fourth  year  all  of  our  pupils  ought  to  be  able  to 
read  any  ordinary  English  prose.  In  no  branch  of  school 
study  has  there  been  a  greater  improvement  in  material 
and  methods  as  in  learning  to  read.  The  days  of  "  I  go 
up  "  and  "  Do  I  go  up ! "  are  gone  with  the  a  b  c  method. 

Such  reading  matter  as  will  form  a  task  for  good  books 
in  later  years  is  now  provided  for  the  youngest  children  in 
our  schools.    Miss  Burt  says,  "That  fifty  per  cent,  of  all 
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children  who  enter  school  leave  before  the  age  of  eleven, 
that  seventy-five  per  cent,  have  left  at  the  age  of  twelve, 
and  that  they  go  from  school  without  any  literary  discrim- 
ination, without  any  basis  for  directing  future  reading,  are 
large  and  significant  facts,  and  should  call  forth  the  earnest 
co-operation  of  all  educators.  It  is  the  one  office  of  reading 
in  school  to  give  the  child  that  which  will  enable  him  to 
educate  himself  as  far  as  reading  will  do  it,  and  any  child 
who  leaves  school  even  at  the  age  of  ten,  without  any  out- 
line in  his  mind  which  shall  serve  him  as  a  basis  for  future 
reading,  either  systematic  or  desultory,  a  plan  by  which  he 
can  go  on  educating  himself  indefinitely  and  intelligently, 
has  been  defrauded  of  the  one  thing  which  makes  school 
worth  attending." 

All  books  may  be  divided  into  three  classes:  I.  Those 
that  are  dissipating  and  pernicious.  2.  Those  that  are 
harmless  but  not  helpful.  3.  Those  that  are  elevating  and 
character  forming.  Our  boys  and  girls  have  no  use  for 
the  first,  no  time  for  the  second,  but  should  be  taught  of 
what  the  third  class  consists  and  how  to  make  close  friends 
of  it.  The  school  aims  to  do  this  and  to  teach  the  children 
to  store  their  minds  with  the  best  things  in  literature. 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS. 

The  thanks  of  the  town  are  due  to  Mr.  J.  P.  Hazen  for 
the  gift  of  the  gong  on  the  new  school  building ;  to  those 
friends  in  the  East  district,  who,  by  private  subscriptions, 
secured  funds  enough  to  improve  the  interior  walls  of  the 
school  building  in  that  part  of  Shirley ;  to  Mr.  Chas.  E. 
Young  who  donated  a  copy  of  Webster's  Unabridged  Dic- 
tionary, which  was  put  into  the  North  school,  April  30, 
1897;  to  Messrs.  M.  F.  Prue  &  Son  for  the  flag,  which 
floats  over  the  new  building. 
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FINALLY. 

I  wish  to  express  to  you,  members  of  the  School  Com- 
mittee, my  appreciation  of  the  unfailing  courtesy  with 
which  you  have  considered  my  suggestions,  and  of  the 
confidence  you  have  reposed  in  me.  To  teachers,  parents 
and  citizens,  whose  loyalty  to  the  schools  has  been  un. 
questioned,  and  whose  support  I  have  so  generously 
received,  I  acknowledge  my  indebtedness.  The  children 
always  greet  me  so  pleasantly,  that  it  is  a  pleasure  to  work 
with  and  for  them,  and  to  be  a  slight  influence  in  their 
unfolding  minds.  I  wish  to  subscribe  myself,  their  willing 
and  obedient  servant. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHAS.  L.  CLAY, 

Superintendent  of  Schools. 

Harvard,  Feb.  28,  1898. 
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REPORT  OF  MUSIC  TEACHER. 

To  the  School  Committee  of  Shirley  : 

Perhaps  the  best  way  for  a  lover  of  music  to  learn  just 
what  is  being  accomplished  in  this  department  in  the  pub- 
lic schools  of  your  town  would  be  to  visit  the  First  Primary 
school  at  the  Village,  and  then  listen  to  the  singing  of  the 
Upper  Grammar  grade. 

The  work  obtained  from  this  Primary  school  since  last 
September  has  been  exceptionally  good  ;  the  class  has  just 
commenced  singing  easy  work  in  the  nine  different  keys. 
The  Second  Primary  is  also  singing  in  the  nine  different 
keys,  while  the  Intermediate  school  is  commencing  two- 
part  work,  in  which  it  is  especially  interested. 

The  Tower  Grammar  is  singing  in  one,  two  and  three 
parts,  and  has  studied  the  chromatic  and  minor  scales. 
The  Upper  Grammar  is  studying  songs  composed  of  so- 
prano, alto,  tenor  and  bass.  The  class  is  using  Ginn's 
Coda,  and  Ditson's  Octavo  Music,  and  Silver  and  Burdette's 
Beacon  Series. 

The  fewer  grades  a  teacher  has  the  better  should  be  her 
work  in  music,  other  things  being  equal.  At  the  Center, 
the  work  has  been  very  good  with  the  little  ones.  At  the 
North,  where  the  pupils  are  more  nearly  of  an  age,  I  have 
found  every  boy  and  girl  doing  his  and  her  best.  Songs 
are  taught  in  each  grade. 

One  year  ago  there  were  a  number  of  children  at  the 
East  school  who  could  not  sing  the  scale  correctly ;  most 
excellent  work  has  been  done  in  bringing  these  voices  into 
line. 

One  feature  of  this  work  in  the  schools  of  your  town  is 
worthy  of  special  mention.  I  refer  to  the  life,  the  hearti- 
ness, with  which  the  different  classes,  almost  without  ex- 
ception, enter  into  their  singing.  During  my  last  two 
visits  to  the  Shirley  schools,  I  noticed  particularly,  to  see 
if  all  were  taking  part  in  the  lesson.    In  five  schools  every 
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boy  and  girl  was  singing;  in  the  remaining  three  schools  I 
found  but  seven  pupils  who  were  not  singing  at  all,  and 
four  of  these  were  paying  attention  to  the  lesson.  I  have 
seen  each  class  once  in  two  weeks. 

I  earnestly  desire  to  thank  the  teachers  for  their  hearty 
co-operation  in  this  work  during  the  past  year. 

Let  it  be  our  aim  to  do  our  work  so  thoroughly,  that 
each  child  shall  grow  to  love  more  and  more  this  divine  art 
of  music. 

Respectfully  submitted, 


MRS.  GATES-LOCKHART. 
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ROLL  OF  HONOR,  1897-1898. 


The  figures  denote  the 
tendance. 

UPPER 

Francis  Boucher,  2 
Willis  Conant,  1 
Sarah  Conant,  1 


number  of  terms  perfect  in  at- 

GRAMMAR. 

Delia  Bruno,  1 
Winnie  Butler,  1 
George  Pomfret,  1 


LOWER  GRAMMAR. 


Arthur  Casey,  1 
Lawrence  Haggarty,  1 
Barbara  Hazen,  1 
Evelyn  Miner,  3 


Mabel  Ford,  1 
James  Haggarty,  1 
Moses  Hunt,  1 
Ezekiel  Wilson,  2 


THIRD  PRIMARY. 


Henry  Boucher,  .1 
Leo  Meegan,  1 
Gertrude  O'Neil,  1 
George  Wilson,  1 


Harry  Dumas,  1 
Annie  McCool,  1 
Eva  O'Neil,  1 


Edward  Adams,  1 
Clara  Penesau,  1 


SECOND  PRIMARY. 


Rodney  Brown,  2 
Ernest  Theilig.  1 


Otto  Badstubner,  2 
Lester  Hume,  1 
Lester  Rivers,  1 


FIRST  PRIMARY. 


Annie  Haggarty,  I 
Annie  Theilig,  1 


CENTER. 


Herman  Willis,  I 


Clara  Dale,  I 
David  Dale,  I 


Nellie  Cronin,  i 
Annie  Cronin,  I 
Roy  Hatch,  3 
Alice  Dawborn,  1 


EAST. 


Lillian  Dale,  1 
Ralph  Jenkins,  1 


NORTH. 


Katie  Cronin,  1 
Hattie  Farrar,  1 
Earl  Sleeper,  1 
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DEDICATION 

OF 

NEW  SCHOOL  BUILDING 

Monday,  April  19,  1897 

to  be  held  at  the  orthodox  congregational  church  at 
TWO  o'clock  P.  M. 


ORDER  OF  EXERCISES. 

Charles  L.  Clay,  Superintendent  of  Schools,  will  preside. 

Organ  Voluntary. 
Anthem. 

Invocation,  Rev.  Joseph  Torrey,  D.  D. 

Response. 

Report  of  Building  Committee,  with  the  delivery  of  the  Building  to  the 
Town,  by  Jacob  P.  Hazen,  Chairman  of  Building  Committee. 

Acceptance  of  the  Building  and  delivery  of  the  keys  to  the  School 
Committee,  by  D.  Chester  Parsons,  Esq.,  Chairman  of  Board  of 
Selectmen. 

Acceptance  of  keys  in  behalf  of  School  Committee,  by  Rev.  Alfred  N. 
Blackford,  Secretary  of  School  Committee. 

Solo— Selected,  Mrs.  C.  F.  Edgarton 

Address,  Hon.  George  J.  Burns 

Music  by  the  School. 

The  Building  will  be  open  for  inspection  from  1  to  2,  and  3.30  104.30  P.  M. 
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